


We took off from the airport and began traveling east to my cousin Hailey’s house. We had 
planned before that we would go by and wave at them, so they were waiting outside for us. We 
got to their house and flew over. We made a circle to turn around and wave again. We were 
circling when I noticed Thomas was struggling to get the steering wheel (stick? Not sure what to 
call it) to turn to straighten the plane out. He was pulling so hard to get it to straighten out. 
After about 6-7 seconds of trying, he said, “Taylor, this is bad. This is bad.” Within seconds of 
him saying that we crashed into the tree.  
 
 
Taylor Owen 
 



 
RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: 11/21/2021 
Person Contacted: Thomas Berryhill (Pilot – N331BW) 
NTSB Case Number: CEN21LA047 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Thomas Berryhill to the NTSB 
investigator-in-charge, via a telephone conversation. 

 
• The estimated weight of Thomas was 200 pounds at the time of the accident 
• The estimated weight of his girlfriend was 150 pounds at the time of the accident. 
• The estimated weight of his girlfriend’s granddaughter was 40 pounds at the time of the accident 
• When Thomas departed for the flight on the day of the accident, the airplane was full of fuel. All 

tanks (the main/nose, the left wing, and the right wing) were full of 100 low lead fuel. 
• Thomas did not apply carburetor heat when the engine started to have issues in flight. 
• Thomas thought that perhaps the cause of the accident was that an engine mount failed in flight. 

*** Nothing Follows *** 
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