
 
RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: 09/02/2020 
Person Contacted: Madeline Walker (Daughter of the accident pilot, 
David Walker) 
NTSB Case Number: CEN20LA370 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Madeline Walker to the NTSB 
investigator-in-charge, via a telephone conversation. 

 
• On Sunday, 08/30/2020 (the day of the accident), her father and mother flew from Caddo Mills, 

Texas, to Bryan, Texas, to take their daughter (Madeline’s sister) and her boyfriend up for a joyride 
flight.  

• On Saturday, 08/29/2020, her father picked up the airplane from the maintenance shop and flew it 
Caddo Mills, Texas. 

• On Friday, 08/28/2020, her father worked that day. 
• On Thursday, 08/27/2020, her father worked that day. 
• Her father did not use alcohol. 
• Her father drank 1-2 cups of coffee a day. 
• Her father used regular tobacco dip pouches. 
• Her father took a daily allergy pill. 
• Her father did not use illegal drugs. 
• Her father did not have any major stress issues in his life. 
• Her father did not have any sleep issues. 
• Her father did not have any medical conditions. 
• Her father never reported any concerns with flying or with the airplane. 
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I have attached the weight and balance summary from the maintenance records. Here are
the occupant’s weights:

 
    Pilot (seat #1): David Eric Walker (54) – weight = 248lbs

             Passenger (seat #2): Victoria Walker (21) – daughter of pilot – weight = 192lbs
    Passenger (seat – right rear): Tammy Walker (51) – wife of pilot – weight = 193lbs
    Passenger (seat – left rear): Luke Armstrong (22) – boyfriend of Victoria – weight = 190lbs

 
                I guess the only undetermined with the weight and balance is the exact amount of fuel
onboard at takeoff?
 

B. Are you able to run any takeoff performance numbers, with what we know for the weight and
balance (also taking into consideration the OAT and DA)? For the OAT looks like it was 95° F
with a calculated DA of 3,205 ft (if I’m looking at this right):

 

 
Thank you again. Have a good weekend.
 
Mike
 
 
Mike J. Hodges, MS, CHP
Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board














