RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Michael J. Hodges

Air Safety Investigator

Central Regional Office

Office of Aviation Safety

National Transportation Safety Board

Date: 09/02/2020

Person Contacted: Madeline Walker (Daughter of the accident pilot,
David Walker)

NTSB Case Number: CEN20LA370

Narrative:

The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Madeline Walker to the NTSB
investigator-in-charge, via a telephone conversation.

e On Sunday, 08/30/2020 (the day of the accident), her father and mother flew from Caddo Mills,
Texas, to Bryan, Texas, to take their daughter (Madeline’s sister) and her boyfriend up for a joyride
flight.

e On Saturday, 08/29/2020, her father picked up the airplane from the maintenance shop and flew it

Caddo Mills, Texas.

On Friday, 08/28/2020, her father worked that day.

On Thursday, 08/27/2020, her father worked that day.

Her father did not use alcohol.

Her father drank 1-2 cups of coffee a day.

Her father used regular tobacco dip pouches.

Her father took a daily allergy pill.

Her father did not use illegal drugs.

Her father did not have any major stress issues in his life.

Her father did not have any sleep issues.

Her father did not have any medical conditions.

Her father never reported any concerns with flying or with the airplane.
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From:

To:

Subject: Re: CEN20LA370 (N7469P) - Weight and Balance Numbers/Performance Calculations
Date: Monday, July 19, 2021 12:33:01 PM

Attachments: image002.png

W&B Calculation - N7469P.pdf

OH Take-off Perf Chart with Estimate.pdf

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Mike,
Attached is a W&B calculation for N7469P prior to the accident.
(1 estimated the fuel quantities based on the fuel gauge indications shown in the passengers

SnapChat photo prior to the accident.)

Also attached is a Take-Off performance graph showing the take-off distance with a
3,200' Density Altitude at Gross Weight (worst case). (Performance chart is from the Owner's

Handbook, p/n 753-570.)
Let me know if you need anything else.

Best regards,
Jon

Jonathon Hirsch | Air Safety Investigator
| www piper.com

tper Aircrait, Inc , 2926 Piper Drive, Vero Beach, FL 32960

This email is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is attorney client privileged, confidential, and/or proprietary. If you have received this email in error, please (1)
do not use this information in any way; (2) notify the sender by reply e-mail; (3) and immediately delete this message

and any of its attachments.

From: Hodges Michael
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 7:28:29 AM

To: Hirsch, Jonathon
Subject: Re: CEN20LA370 (N7469P) - Weight and Balance Numbers/Performance Calculations

No worries. Thank you.
Mike
Mike J. Hodges, MS, CHP

Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board




4760 Oakland Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80239-2793

Cellular/SMS:
Facsimile:
Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922

“We always need to prepare ourselves for handling the unexpected.” — Neil A. Armstrong

From: Hirsch, Jonathon_

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 7:22:17 AM
To: Hodges Michael
Subject: Re: CEN20LA370 (N7469P) - Weight and Balance Numbers/Performance Calculations

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Mike,
| was traveling last Friday and for some reason didn't see your email until this morning.
I'll look into this as soon as | have a chance.

Best regards,

Jonathon Hirsch | Air Safety Investigator
@ WWW_piper.com
1per Aircrait, Inc , 2926 Piper Drive, Vero Beach, FL 32960

This email is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is attorney client privileged, confidential, and/or proprietary. If you have received this email in error, please (1)
do not use this information in any way; (2) notify the sender by reply e-mail; (3) and immediately delete this message

Jon

and any of its attachments.

From: Hocdlges Michac

Sent: Friday, July 16, 2021 5:04:34 PM

To: Hirsch, Jonathon

Subject: CEN20LA370 (N7469P) - Weight and Balance Numbers/Performance Calculations
HiJon,

Hope you are doing well.

| have a request for CEN20LA370 (N7469P) please.

A. Are you able to run the weight and balance numbers for the accident, based off the
information we have?



| have attached the weight and balance summary from the maintenance records. Here are
the occupant’s weights:

Pilot (seat #1): David Eric Walker (54) — weight = 248lbs

Passenger (seat #2): Victoria Walker (21) — daughter of pilot —weight = 192Ibs

Passenger (seat — right rear): Tammy Walker (51) — wife of pilot — weight = 193lbs
Passenger (seat — left rear): Luke Armstrong (22) — boyfriend of Victoria — weight = 190lbs

| guess the only undetermined with the weight and balance is the exact amount of fuel
onboard at takeoff?

B. Are you able to run any takeoff performance numbers, with what we know for the weight and
balance (also taking into consideration the OAT and DA)? For the OAT looks like it was 95° F
with a calculated DA of 3,205 ft (if I'm looking at this right):

Thank you again. Have a good weekend.
Mike
Mike J. Hodges, MS, CHP

Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board



4760 Oakland Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80239-2793

CeIIuIar/SMS:_
Facsimile

Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922
“We always need to prepare ourselves for handling the unexpected.” — Neil A. Armstrong

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, SUBJECT
TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE
LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. If you are not an intended
recipient of this message, please notify the original sender immediately by forwarding what
you received and then delete all copies of the correspondence and attachments from your
computer system. Any use, distribution, or disclosure of this message by unintended recipients
1s not authorized and may be unlawful.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, SUBJECT
TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE
LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. If you are not an intended
recipient of this message, please notify the original sender immediately by forwarding what
you received and then delete all copies of the correspondence and attachments from your
computer system. Any use, distribution, or disclosure of this message by unintended recipients
1s not authorized and may be unlawful.









The Piper Comanche SECTION I

DESIGN FEATURES

1. Specifications:

Pd4-24 180 PA-24 250
Engine ________ . ________________. Lye. 0-360-A  Lye. 0-540-A1A5
HPand RPM _ o .. 180 at 2700 250 at 2575
Gross Weight (Lbay ___________ . _. “ 2550 2900
Empty  Welght (Standard) -(Lba) ... 1510 1630
Useful Load (Lbs.) . ________ ... 1040 1270
Empty Weight (Custom) (Lbs,) .________ 1550 1670
Useful Load (Custom) (Lbs.) ___..._____ 1000 1230
Empty Weight (Super Custom} (Lbs,) ._. 1575 1720
Useful Load (Super Custom) (Lbs.) .____ : 930 © 1180
Wing Span (Fv) __________ . __ 36 36
Wing Area (Sq. Fr) __________________ 178 o 1is
Length (Fr.) _.__._. 24.7 24.9
Height (Ft) ___ - - 7.3 1.3
Propeller Diam. (Max. In.) ________ .. ___ 4 77
Power Loading (Lbs. per HP) __________ 14.2 11.2
Wing Loading (Lbs. per Sq. Ft.) .._.____ 14.3 15.7
Baggage Capacily .. oo 200 200
Fuel Cepacity (Standard, Gals.) _._____ 50 60
Fuel Capacity (With Reserve Fuel, Gals.) . 60 o0
Tire Pressure (Lbs.) .. _________ . _ Nose?27, Main 27 Nose 27, Main 42
Wheel Basa (Ft.) 6.5 6.5
Wheel Tread (Fr) .. _..__________ __ 98 9.8
Top Speed (MPH) oo 167 150
Cruising Speed )
(75% Power, Sea Level, MPH) ____._ 150 : 171
Optimum Cruising Speed
(75% Power, Optimum Alt) ______ 160 181
[ Stalling Speed (Flaps Down, MPH) ____. 61 65
Take-off Run (Ft,) . 780 : - 1000
Landing Roll (Flaps Down, Fr.) ________ 600 650
Best Rate of Climb Speed (MPH) _______ 96 95 -
Rate of Climb (Ft. per Min.) ____________ 910 1350
) Service Ceiling (Ft.) R 18,500 20,000 .
. Absolute Ceiling (Ft.) _. oo o _ 21,000 22,000
| Fuel Consumption ‘
(Gal. per Hr, 75% Power) _..._____ b 10 14
| Cruising Range o
. (79%, Sea Level, Std. Fuel) ________ 5 Hrs., 750 Mi, 4.3 Hrs,, 740 Mi.
Cruising Range, Optimum (Std. Fuel) _.. 6.2 Hrs,, 920 Mi. 7.5 Hrs., 1100 Mi.
‘ ~ Cruising Range
| (75%, Sen Level, Reserve Fuel) .. __ 6 Hrs, 900 Mi. 6.4 Hra,, 1100 Mi.
/J - : Cruising Range, Optimum (Reserve Fuel} 7.5 Hrs., 1100 Mi. 11.2 Hrs., 1650 Mi.
g Performance figures are for Custom airplames flown at gross weight under
| \ standard conditions at sea level, or stated altitude, Any deviation from Custom
‘ ) . equipment may result in changes in performance.
| . : : 5









