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Mike J. Hodges, NTSB AS-CEN 

07/15/2022 

 

CEN20LA352 (N198DM) – Airframe Examination Report 
 
 
Onsite: 
 

• The accident airplane is N198DM, a Beechcraft B200 (serial number BB-1198). The accident 
occurred on 08/20/2020 about 1350 central time.  

• A Federal Aviation Administration aviation safety inspector and a chief air safety investigator 
from Textron Aviation responded to the accident site on 08/21/2020 in Rockford, Illinois. The 
accident site was a flat grass field at the Rockford International Airport (RFD) in Rockford, 
Illinois. 

• The wreckage was destroyed from the impact sequence and a postimpact fire.  
• All the airplane’s major structural pieces were found at the accident site.  
• Based on security video footage at RFD, the airplane’s left wing tip contacted the ground with 

the airplane in an almost nose level, left wing straight down attitude. The airplane then 
cartwheeled and separated into multiple pieces before coming to rest. 

 

• The rudder cables separated from the aft bellcrank during the impact sequence.  
• The aileron cables were attached to their respective bellcranks in the wings.  
• The condition of the wreckage precluded a check of the remaining portions of the aileron and 

rudder cables.  
• The elevator trim tab was between 5° and 10° tab down. 
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• The fuel control panel was damaged by the postimpact fire. 
• The fuel system was destroyed.  

 

• The ELT was found separated from its mount. 
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• The postimpact fire consumed a majority of the cabin.  
• According to the fire chief at the accident site, the pilot was found in seat 2 facing sideways to 

the left.  
• Seat 4 was a two-place, side facing coach.  
• Seat 9 was a side facing toilet. 
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• The postimpact fire consumed a majority of the instrument and switch panels. 
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• Both engines were found separated from the airframe. The propeller had separated from engine 
“A”. Engine “B” and propeller “B” remained attached.  

• The center pedestal was fire damaged and covered in debris which precluded determining the 
position of the rudder boost switch and viewing the engine control lever position markings. 

• When compared to an exemplar quadrant, the throttle levers appeared to be full forward, the 
propeller levers appeared to be at the rear detent or in the feather range, and the condition 
levers were split with the left condition lever appearing to be near low idle and the right 
condition lever near high idle.  

• The auto-feather switch was found in the ARM position. 
• Both propeller domes separated from their propellers during the impact sequence.  
• Two blades on propeller “A” were rotated trailing edge forward. One of the blades exhibited s-

bending while the other blade was bent aft at midspan. The other two blades were rotated 
forward. Both blades were bent aft at midspan.  

• The blades of propeller “B” were all bent forward at various angles at mid span. Three of the 
blades were near the feathered position while one of the blades was rotated 180º aft. 
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Follow-up: 
 

On 07/19/2021 and 07/20/2021, the airframe from N198DM was laid out at AMF Aviation, LLC in 
Springfield, Tennessee. The area of the airframe that were laid out was from the front of the cockpit to 
the mid-fuselage (where the couches in the cabin terminate) in the hangar. The remaining parts of the 
airframe were examined in the storage yard. The wreckage was destroyed from the impact sequence 
and the postimpact fire. Present was the NTSB IIC and two air safety investigators from Textron Aviation. 

• Flight control continuity was established for the airframe. 
• The cockpit was destroyed from the impact sequence and the postimpact fire. 
• The flap handle was documented and was found in the full up position.  
• The cockpit trim knobs were documented: 

A. The rudder trim knob was found 4 units to the left. 
B. The aileron trim knob was found 6 units to the right. 

• The rudder boost switch (a gated switch) was found in the off position.  
• The throttle quadrant was destroyed from the impact sequence and the postimpact fire.  
• The airframe, engine, and propeller maintenance records were examined and documented.  

 
 

 
 

 


