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From: Corey Adcock  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 9:39 AM
To: Blaskovich, Patrick (FAA) 
Subject: Accident Statement
 
On Saturday August 8th, 2020 I was crop dusting a corn field in a Robinson R44 Raven 2
helicopter, N89LA in Logan, IA around 7:00pm central time. The field was being assisted by
another Robinson R44 helicopter N212JB piloted by Derrick Chapparo and tended by a sole
chemical truck managed by James Volz. Shortly after being loaded by James off the truck I set
up on the field working from the West towards the East, from the Northside downward the
South, as this would have the best combination for efficiency and safety. After setup I sprayed
a line or two and about on the 3rd turn I rolled out on my line without any issues. On line I
began to dive into the field and began to add power in the collective to increase speed. Almost
immediately upon increasing power in the collective the helicopter made a "pop" noise, the
helicopter yawed violently, the engine rpm increased, and rotor rpm decreased causing the low
rotor rpm horn and light to sound and illuminate. Without delay I lowered the collective,
entered pedal correction, and slightly pitched the nose back without bleeding much airspeed
off. The helicopter continued to glide forward and descended down toward the corn field. I
began a gradual flare and as the helicopter began to settle I increased the flare and shortly after
contacted a terrace in the field.    
Corey Adcock



From:
To:
Subject: N89LA part137 crash 8/8/2020
Date: Monday, August 10, 2020 3:13:38 PM

On 8/8/2020 approximately 1830hrs. Corey and I were starting to spray a 380acre field. We
setup the field and I started to spray the North edge of the field working South to meet Corey
in the middle. I sprayed my load which took approximately 10 minutes at this time I was
looking for Corey just to make sure he also wasn’t going to the truck. I did not see him and I
took a load of chemical and then came on the comms and said I was taking off the truck, he
did not respond. I started to spray my second load and also started to look for him in the air. I
did not see him so I thought at this point he landed and was just using the bathroom. About 5-
10 minutes of that load is when I started to get worried cause he still wasn’t responding on the
radio. During that time I was making a pass on the field and I noticed a MR blade sticking up
from corn and I did a quick stop and noticed Corey was climbing out of N89LA he had blood
on his face and clothes. There was nowhere for me to land to check on him so I went to our
load truck and picked up our loader (James Volz). I flew him back to the sight and landed the
skids on the terrace where the crash site is at. He climbed out to check on Corey and I went
back to the truck to take my front doors out of the back seat (which is where I place them
when I spray). After I dropped the doors off I flew back to the crash site to pick up James and
Corey. I then picked up and started to fly to the nearest hospital, while en route my low level
fuel light flickered at that point I picked a landing spot in an alfalfa field and landed to call
911 and shut my helicopter off. I asked Corey what happened and he said he was on his line
making a pass in the field when the engine started to run away (rev up) and he started to sink.
He said he then immediately started to flare while trying to roll back the engine. He said while
flaring the helicopter still was sinking and at that point he hit the ground. The crash site has
the chemical tank and skids on the West side of the terrace (terrace runs North and South) and
the helicopter was on the East side of the terrace laying on the pilot side. 

Wind at that time was approximately 9mph out of the SSE, temp approximately 75°.

If you have anymore questions please feel free to call me, Thanks.
Derrick Chaparro










