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I did not see the aircraft after being extracted.    What I could see from inside the cockpit, was that is looked destroyed.  I was trapped and 
in severe pain. When they removed me, I closed my eyes to avoid further trauma.

I departed KSWW close to sunup after doing a full weather briefing on firelight,  with an uneventful 
pipeline patrol flight up to KCUH. I rechecked weather for the remainder of my trip and everything had 
improved to VRF.   I topped off my fuel and made appropriate notations in my book.   (My procedure for 
fueling is to select the left tank for fueling, and before I enter the plane, I make my records and switch 
the fuel selector back to Both).  I had been asked to deliver cases of oil for another pilot and unload at 
KCUH.  The line attendant opened my baggage door,  surprised to see so many cases.  I began 
helping him unload it.  This interruption could have possibly distracted me with the fuel selector.  I 
started up to proceed on my route over and around to Ennis.  I do a CIGFTR checklist before taking off, 
and feel like I would have caught the selector not being on both, but I cannot be for certain.  As I got 
into the Conway, AK area, I got on a line on  which I'd had a complaint, so I was making an extra effort 
on this segment to Corsicana be super vigilant.   I normally make a stop at Mt. Pleasant, and many 
times over night there.  I was breaking off the line to go in for a break, and a small amount of fuel.  I 
was at the 4-4.1 hr. mark, which gave me about another 40 gallons of fuel on board. I would have 
gotten 10 gallons to satisfy our company policy and get me to Ennis.  I was going to check ATIS when 
the engine surged.  I switched fuel and richened the mixture, and got another 1 or 2 surges.  I circled a 
couple of times to try to find a place for a forced landing, while trying to restart.   It was apparent that for 
whatever reason it was not restarting. I saw a tall antenna, an interstate with heavy traffic, large power 
lines, and a small field with trees on the end of it.  After no luck in restarting, and quickly losing altitude, 
I had no choice but to try to get it in the field, which I then noticed a fence.  I did the best I could do, but 
ran out of room and ran into the trees before I could stop.  I was lodged inside the cabin and fuel was 
leaking.  I managed to get SOS on my phone and get rescue on the way. The fire department 
ambulance, and air flight got me to the hospital.  I wound up with a hip replacement and shoulder 
injuries.  It puzzles me because I feel that if I had been running on the left tank, the fuel gauges would 
have been noticeably different.  I don't rely on them for fuel consumption, as I rely on my set timers and 
known fuel consumption.  I feel like I would have noticed a big difference in the two tanks.  (Weather 
info in the above section was from the briefing early morning, not the current weather which was 10 mi. 
vizability and clear).
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