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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Timothy N. Sorensen
Aviation Accident Investigator
Central Region

Date: January 24, 2020
Person Contacted: Candace Burns
NTSB Accident Number: CEN20LAO063 — Pauling, Ohio

Narrative:

Ms. Burns reported seeing the airplane briefly before the accident; although, she did not observe the
accident sequence itself. She was about one-half mile north of the airstrip at the time. The airplane
appeared to be traveling west along the runway. It did not appear to be moving fast enough to be taking
off. She thought the pilot might have been taxing to the end of the runway. Several minutes later she
observed the airplane flying eastbound “real low” over the road just off the east end of the runway. The
airplane appeared to be flying normally and nothing appeared unusual except for the low altitude. She
was in her car with the windows up and was unable to hear anything.

Ms. Burns next saw that airplane in the field east of the airstrip. She responded to the accident site.
Another witness was there and had already called local authorities.

End of entries
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Timothy N. Sorensen
Aviation Accident Investigator
Central Region

Date: January 27, 2020
Person Contacted: Julian Rider
NTSB Accident Number: CEN20LAO063 — Pauling, Ohio

Narrative:

Mr. Rider reported that he was at the airstrip before the pilot took off. The pilot completed a pre-flight
inspection which included checking the fuel. The engine started “right up” and the pilot allowed it to
warm up for about 15 or 20 minutes. The pilot then shut down and pulled the airplane out of the hangar.
The pilot started it up again, taxied to the end of the runway, and took off.

Mr. Rider noted that after takeoff the airplane climbed to about 90 feet above ground level. He heard a
“pop” or “sputter noise.” Immediately afterward, the airplane entered a left turn. He heard two more
“pops” before the airplane “fell right to the ground.” He subsequently responded to the accident site to
assist the pilot.

End of entries
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