


















Name:	Islam	Hindash 
Pilot	Certificate	#	 	
Aircraft	Registration	and	Serial	number:	N350XL	S/N	4636673-2015	Piper	M350	
	
On	Saturday	1/11/2020	I	arrived	at	the	FBO	(Signature	North-	Sat)	around	3;30	pm	CST,	I	completed	a	pre	flight	
inspection	and	sampled	the	fuel	with	no	abnormalities	found,	then	at	approximately	4:20	pm	I	departed	San	Antonio	
International	(KSAT)	on	a	round	robin	instrument	flight	plan.		My	flight	plan	was	filed	with	a	final	altitude	of	FL240,	my	
route	was	as	follows:	KSAT	ALISS5	JCT	CSI2	KSAT,	my	initial	clearance	was	to	fly	runway	heading	and	maintain	5000	feet,	
upon	receiving	take	off	clearance,	I	was	cleared	for	takeoff	from	runway	31L	@	intersection	W	with	a	turn	to	a	heading	of	
340.	Take	off	was	normal,	airplane	performed	as	expected,	I	received	further	vectors	for	my	climb	before	being	cleared	
direct	to	TATAR	and	eventually	cleared	to	flight	level	240,		
	
Upon	reaching	JCT	I	heard	an	unusual	sound	coming	from	what	I	believe	is	the	engine,	it	was	a	thrumming	or	whirring	
sound	as	if	metal	was	spinning	and	rubbing	against	metal,	my	passenger,	who	is	also	a	pilot	told	me	later	after	we	landed	
that	he	also	noticed	the	sound.		At	the	time	I	heard	it,	all	of	my	engine	indications	were	as	expected	and	I	didn’t	notice	any	
degraded	performance	so	I	thought	to	myself	it	was	probably	nothing,	and	since	we	were	already	on	our	way	back	to	
KSAT,	I	didn’t	worry	about	it	too	much.		For	planning	purposes,	I	asked	the	controller	what	altitude	should	we	expect	to	
cross	BENEY	at	and	he	said	to	expect	6000	with	the	next	controller,	so	I	programmed	6000	feet	at	BENEY	into	the	vertical	
navigation	profile	and	it	showed	a	top	of	descent	that	was	within	1	minute	and	at	a	rate	of	almost	2000	feet	per	minute,	
sometime	later	we	were	almost	over	the	town	of	Kerrville	,	the	controller	instructed	me	to	cross	benny	at	6000	feet,	so	
since	there	wasn’t	enough	time	and	distance	for	the	VNV	profile	to	capture,	and	given	the	distance	from	where	we	were	at	
that	point	in	relation	to	BENEY,	in	order	to	maximize	our	rate	of	descent	I	began	a	descent	in	flight	level	change	mode	FLC	
at	165	KIAS	with	the	help	of	the	speed	brakes	so	that	VNV	which	was	armed	can	eventually	catch	up	to	FLC	and	cross	
BENEY	at	6000	feet,	while	descending	through	somewhere	between	FL210	and	FL200	I	extended	the	gear	to	further	
maximize	the	rate	of	descent	to	meet	the	crossing	restriction	while	maintain	airspeed	within	the	green	arc	(165	KIAS),	
then	eventually	VNV	captured.	
	
Descending	through	approximately	11000	feet,	I	received	a	“descend	and	maintain	6000”	instruction	from	ATC,	so	I	was	
no	longer	required	to	cross	BENEY	at	6000	feet	so	I	decided	to	switch	from	VNV	to	FLC	@	125	KIAS	to	slow	the	rate	of	
descent	temporarily	along	with	my	airspeed	to	be	able	to	retract	the	landing	gear	which	has	a	retraction	speed	of	no	more	
than	126	KIAS,	I	kept	the	speed	brakes	out	until	I	reached	the	target	airspeed	and	retracted	both	the	gear	and	then	the	
speed	brakes.	Almost	immediately	after	that	a	CAS	message	came	up	on	the	PFD,	and	the	message	was	AV1	FAN	FAIL,	the	
message	was	white	in	color	which	was	my	indication	that	it	was	advisory	in	nature	because	I	know	that	Red	is	Warning,	
Yellow	is	Caution,	and	White	is	advisory.		Nevertheless,	I	looked	back	at	the	intake	vent	located	below	the	aft	passenger	
seats	in	the	plane,	which	is	where	the	avionics	fans	draw	their	air	for	cooling	the	avionics;	to	see	if	the	intake	was	blocked,	
it	wasn’t.		Then	I	reached	for	the	G1000	cockpit	reference	guide	to	decode	the	CAS	message	and	see	what	the	
recommended	procedure	is	for	dealing	with	it.	
	
As	I	was	flipping	through	the	pages,	smoke	started	to	come	into	the	cabin	in	front	of	us,	I	immediately	suspected	an	
electrical	fire,	I	disconnected	the	autopilot,	dropped	the	gear,	turned	battery	master	switch	off,	and	dumped	cabin	
pressure,	and	turned	the	EMER	switch	on,	and	as	an	a	abundance	of	precaution	I	pulled	the	hydraulic	pump	circuit	
breaker	just	in	case	it	was	the	cause	of	the	electrical	fire,	I	quickly	reached	for	and	handed	the	emergency	checklist	to	my	
friend	and	told	him	to	read	out	the	challenges	of	the	electrical	fire	portion,	we	ran	through	the	checklist	and	completed	it,	
and	made	a	MAYDAY	call	on	the	frequency	which	went	unanswered.		Meanwhile	I	pushed	the	NRST	button	on	my	PFD	
and	saw	that	Boerne	Stage	Airfield	(5C1)	was	approximately		13	miles	east	of	our	position,	and	the	plane	was	in	a	600	foot	
per	minute	descent	despite	a	slight	pitch	up	attitude	I	was	holding,	smoke	was	still	coming	into	the	cabin,	my	eyes	were	
burning	and	I	felt	that	we	may	eventually	choke	as	a	result	of	the	smoke	or	worse;	actual	fire	may	penetrate	the	panel,	I	
judged	that	in	order	to	meet	that	emergency,	save	my	life	and	my	passenger’s	life;	I	needed	to	land	immediately	and	
without	delay,	I	pushed	the	throttle,	RPM,	and	mixture	control	all	of	the	way	forward	so	that	I	can	establish	a	climb	to	get	
a	better	visual	and	reestablish	communication	and	kept	my	pitch	attitude	at	about	2	or	3	degrees,	despite	my	power	
settings,	my	PFD	was	still	showing	a	descending	VSI	of	approximately	500	to	600	feet	per	minute	and	my	speed	was	in	the	
120	to	130	range,	I	also	had	a	red	X	indication	over	the	Manifold	Pressure	gauge.		Even	though	the	prop	was	spinning,	
engine	sound	was	low	compared	to	what	I’m	used	to	hearing	and	it	was	producing	what	felt	to	me	and	my	passenger	little	
or	no	thrust,	that;	combined	with	the	loss	of	altitude	despite	the	power	lever	position	and	the	pitch	attitude,	as	well	as	the	
electrical	fire	further	affirmed	my	decision	to	land	immediately.	
	
By	that	time,	I	believe	we	were	at	an	altitude	of	somewhere	between	3000	to	4000	feet	indicated,	I	had	KSAT’s	most	
current	altimeter	setting	keyed	in,	I	knew	that	the	height	of	the	terrain	in	the	area	was	between	1000	to	2000	feet	so	I	
knew	we	were	probably	no	more	than	1500	to	2000	feet	AGL,	and	given	the	rate	of	descent,	I	had	about	only	a	few	
minutes	to	land,	the	best	choice	for	a	landing	field	appeared	to	be	ahead	of	us,	it	appeared	to	be	a	flat	field	and	our	landing	
direction	would	be	into	the	wind	based	on	the	wind	reading	from	my	PFD,	I	picked	my	aiming	point	and	went	for	it,	as	I	



got	close,	it	became	clear	that	what	appeared	to	be	a	large	field	was	actually	made	up	of	three	rectangular	fields	separated	
by	fences,	the	last	fence	was	followed	by	thick	trees,	so	I	decided	to	land	in	the	third	field	and	planned	on	braking	heavy	to	
stop,	approaching	the	landing	point	I	had	one	notch	of	flaps	in,	as	we	crossed	the	fence	I	put	the	plane	on	the	ground	and	
immediately	realized	we	are	extremely	fast	to	stop	within	the	remaining	distance	and	a	collision	with	the	fence	and	trees	
would	be	unavoidable,	I	judged	that	I	had	enough	airspeed	and	momentum	to	try	to	clear	the	trees,	maybe	even	land	on	
top	of	them	rather	than	in	them	so	I	went	for	it	and	rotated,	I	was	able	to	clear	them,	then	I	saw	a	street	to	my	right,	and	
immediately	turned	towards	it	to	my	right	(HWY	16	I	later	found	out)	and	landed	onto	it,	cars	moved	out	of	our	way,	once	
we	touched	down	and	I	started	to	heavily	brake,	a	street	sign	to	the	right	clipped	the	right	wing	which	immediately	turned	
the	plane	90	degrees	to	the	right	causing	it	to	collide	with	the	guardrail	and	come	to	a	complete	stop,	I	insured	that	the	
fuel	is	in	the	cut	off	position	and	exited	the	plane,	people	standing	by	called	emergency	services,	they	showed	up	within	
minutes	and	secured	the	scene.	
 
 




