
From: tommy doias   
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2019 9:01 PM 
To: Bettis, Louie (FAA)  
Subject: airplane accident witness report Thomas K Doias 
 
I started running northbound on the Ozark Trail from the Hwy J Trailhead around 7:30-8 AM. I had been 
running for about an hour, or about 4 or 5 miles, when I heard the drone of a single-engine airplane. I 
remember thinking to myself “what a bad day to be flying” because of the thick cloud cover and mist. 
Then it sounded like the plane dove and accelerated quickly or tried to climb quickly by the sound of the 
engine revving high. The sound reminded me of the sound of a crop duster. It sounded like it was getting 
closer to me so I stopped and looked up to my right and I thought I would see it because of the sound. It 
seemed low and right over the top of me. I could hear the sound pass over me and it was so low I 
thought I should be able to see it. It sounded like it wasn’t any higher than a few hundred feet off the 
ground, tops, maybe lower. Maybe because the cloud cover was so thick and low I couldn’t see it. It 
went directly over the trees near me and veered away from me to my left. It sounded like it was smooth, 
then revved again, then sputtered, ran smooth again, then it sounded like it stalled, then backfired twice 
(POP POP) then BOOM I heard an impact. Then it was totally silent. I remember thinking to myself, I 
think I just heard an airplane crash, or maybe the airplane made an emergency landing on a forest 
service road and cut the engine suddenly. I kept running for about another ½ mile or mile when I ran 
into Deb Johnson hiking south on the trail and asked if she heard an airplane crash and she said yes. 

  

This is what I remember. 

  

Will it be possible for me to read the report when it is completed? I would be interested in knowing 
what happened. I wish I could have done something to help at the time but wasn’t sure which direction 
to look and if I would find my way back to the trail. 

  

Thank you. 

  

Thomas K Doias 
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