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No damage to property, but the Aircraft was totaled with significant impact damage to all three landing gears, both wings, and the front end 
of the fuselage.

The accident happened during a routine training procedure, the “engine-out practice.” I, Benjamin Casey, was in the right seat instructing 
Bradley Thomas, who was at the flight controls of the aircraft. I told Brad that we’d be practicing this maneuver, and so we took off of 
runway 32 at KJSO just after 1335 local time and entered a normal left traffic pattern. I then pulled the throttle to idle as planned at around 
1000 feet AGL abeam the numbers on left downwind for runway 32. The goal is to glide the airplane in a controlled manner down to the 
runway and make a safe landing despite having no power, a normal maneuver for PA46 initial training. Brad, turning from left base to final 
on 32, overshot the turn and rolled out onto final to the right of the centerline of the runway. He had made the field, crossing the threshold 
of the runway 500 feet or so before touchdown. He began to correct to the left with a left aileron input. To help get the plane to the left to 
return to centerline, Brad added left rudder to yaw the airplane left. But, with airspeed slowing (gear down but no flaps to preclude adding 
unnecessary drag), the rudder input put the airplane into a skidding left turn. In a skidding turn the low wing stalls first. So, with the left 
wing low and stalling so close to the ground, by the time I (or Brad) realized the severity of the situation, it was too late to do anything. Our 
attempt at a go-around was unsuccessful, and we stalled about 10 feet AGL. We impacted the ground about 10 feet to the right of the 
runway and skidded onto the runway without causing any bodily injury or any damage to property, other than the aircraft. Terrain was not a 
factor as the incident occurred very near and then on the runway. 



The action that would have precluded this accident would have been to either

A. roll the airplane from base to final without over-shooting the runway to avoid any unnecessary turning with no power

B. abort the maneuver and go around before we got slow enough to where a skidding turn would immediately result in a stall

C. keep the airplane in coordinated flight all the way to the ground

As an instructor, I plan to have higher standards for what engine-out landings look like, and be quicker to abort a maneuver and initiate a 
go-around if things aren’t looking near-perfect.

90

We used the normal door of the aircraft as it was undamaged.
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