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Nose gear and right gear torn off.   Left gear collapsed.  Both wings bent and twisted.  All propeller blades sheered off.  Left nose section 
skin bent.

On September 8, 2020 I purchased N972DD.  My insurance provider had as a condition of soloing the aircraft that I was required to obtain 
initial ground and flight training from a flight school approved by the insurance company which included 10 hours of flight time.  I contacted 
Casey Aviation Inc to provide this training and was told that Ben Casey would be my instructor.  On September 13th, Ben and I flew to 
Chicago to pick up the plane.  On September 14th, 2020 we began my training; departing from Aurora IL (KARR) and flying to Addison TX 
(KADS).  We continued the training on September 15th without incident.  On September 16th, we began the day at KADS and flew to 
KLFK where we had lunch and added fuel.  We departed KLFK and flew to KJSO.  En route, we practiced various maneuvers.  At about 
1:30 pm we landed full stop at KJSO.  Ben instructed me to taxi to runway 32 and to perform a “no flap” take off.  Once airborne, he 
instructed me to make a left traffic pattern and that we would be doing an “engine out” landing.  He told me that he would be pulling back 
the power on downwind and when he did so that I was to turn “base and not add flaps until I had the runway made”.   He pulled the power 
on downwind at 1400 feel MSL and I turned base.  He instructed me to slow the aircraft to 95 knots, the best glide rate and I did so.  He 
then instructed me to “turn towards the end of the runway” which I did and that was the last instruction I received.  I overshot the 
centerline and the aircraft became positioned over the grass on the East side of the runway.  I attempted to turn the aircraft back towards 
the runway and saw the airspeed quickly declining so I added full power but was already too low to recover.  The plane struck the ground 
at the East edge of the runway and came to rest on the runway.  Ben shut off the engine.  I turned off the master power and we both 
exited the aircraft.



Better communication.  A preflight briefing that described the procedure being taught and the proper execution of the procedure.

When the plane was less than 500 feet AGL and not lined up with the centerline as PIC/CFI Ben should have either (a) instructed me to do 
a go-around or (b) taken control of the plane.

120

Ben and I both exited the main door.



09/26/2020

Bradley C. Thomas




