
Note: Except for the empennage, the aircraft was submerged on water for several hours prior its 
recovery and relocation to CXO airport, where an examination was performed on September 5, 2019.  

 

 

 

On September 5, 2019, accompanied by two other airworthiness inspectors an examination performed of 
aircraft N55633. 

 



 

Cabin door both interior handles worked properly. Outside top door handle broke and missing. Outside 
lower door handle worked properly. No operation instructions placards inside or outside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fuel control valve labeled clearly and appropriately. Handle lock mechanism that prevents shutting off the 
fuel, and the left and right tanks positions detents worked properly.  

 

 

Carburetor bowl drained. Approximately 4 oz. of fuel collected and about the same amount of a clear liquid, 
(presumably water) with yellow sediment also collected. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fuel gascolator removed and was almost full of a clear liquid, (presumably water). No fuel found. 

 

 

 

Electric fuel pump filter inspected. About an ounce of fuel present. No other liquid found. Filter had a small 
amount of sediment. 

 

 

 

 



 

Right wing fuel tank completely drained through the gascolator. Around three gallons of a clear liquid 
(presumably water) collected and around 1 pint of fuel. 

 

 

 

Left wing fuel tank was empty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Carburetor heat control cable connected to the carburetor heat box. Carburetor heat valve reacts properly to 
the position selected on the handle at the control panel; however, the valve did not travel to the full close 
position when heat selected. No defects found on the carburetor heat box hoses. 

 

 

 

Throttle cable connected to the carburetor throttle link and reacted to the command to the lever at the control 
panel, however, the lever hit the stop before the link on the carburetor for the full throttle position. Mixture 
control cable connected to the carburetor mixture link and reacted to the command to the lever at the control 
panel. 

 

 

 



 

Engine had approximately 6 quarts of oil. Around 3 quarts of a clear liquid, (presumably water) drained from 
the engine sump. 

 

Lower spark plugs removed from all cylinder. A clear liquid, (presumably water) came out of cylinders 
number 1, 2 and 3. Oil came out of cylinder number 4. A simple test shows the cylinder are capable to 
produce compression. At the spinning of the propeller it was confirmed that the left magneto impulse 
coupling was working. Removed both magnetos and verified magnetos were able to produce current. Visual 
inspection of the accessory section gears revealed rotation at crankshaft/camshaft rotation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On September 9, 2019, accompanied by another airworthiness inspector the aircraft maintenance records 
reviewed. Last annual inspection completed August 1, 2019. 

 




