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Date: August 1, 2019    

To: Todd Fox, NTSB     

From: Richard D. Anderson Jr, EMI FSDO, GL-23   

Subject: CEN19LA179     

 

 

Follow-up telephone interview on August 1, 2019 with Mr. Anthony LaMarra, pilot of N2360R, 

a Piper PA28-180 that impacted terrain on approach to runway 04 at Marine City Airport (76), 

Marine City, Michigan on June 21, 2019. 

 

I asked Mr. LaMarra what time he departed Pontiac for Marine City, he responded that he left 

Pontiac about 1730 and flew direct to Marine City. He said he flew past the airport to the east 

then came back to land on runway 4. He stated that it was a nice day with no wind. He said he 

was approaching the power lines and trees off the end of runway 4 and was low. When he 

pushed the throttle to add power it would not engage.  

 

I asked Mr. LaMarra if the engine did not respond to the throttle input and he again stated it 

would not engage. I asked him if the engine did not respond to the throttle movement and he said 

the throttle did not move. 

 

I asked him if he had tightened the throttle friction during the flight and explained that the 

throttle friction was found fully applied at the scene. He did not recall using the throttle friction. 

 

I asked him what power setting the engine was at on the approach because in previous interviews 

he stated that the engine was at idle, and made another statement saying it was at 2,000 rpm. He 

stated to me that he did not remember but the propeller was turning.  

 

Mr. LaMarra stated that he does not remember anything after he pushed on the throttle. 

 

I asked Mr. LaMarra why he was flying with a denied medical and he did not respond. I asked 

him again and told him that our system showed his medical denied in 2016 and that he has a 

basic med date in 2017.  He stated that he went basic med after the A-Fib issue with his heart 

was corrected and he thought it was OK to go basic med.  
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Did engine lose or gain any RPMs before or when throttle advanced? 
 
Mr. Lamarra: Since I couldn’t move the throttle beyond idle position, the engine 
stayed at idle all the way to the ground.  
 
What was the airplane configuration – flight controls, throttle position, fuel mixture, fuel 
pump on or off, carb heat…whatever he can remember? 
 
Mr. Lamarra: The flaps were set for landing, throttle stuck at idle, fuel mixture 
set for landing, electric fuel pump off, carburetor heat off.  
 
 
 
Munshed I. Matti 
AFC-110 (GL-61) 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
Federal Aviation Administration 
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Insp. Streeter: What was engine RPM before you tried to throttle up? 
 
Mr. LaMarra: @ 1800 RPM. 
 
Inspector Streeter: Did engine lose or gain any RPMs before or when throttle advance? 
 
Mr. LaMarra: When I made a demand for power increase, engine RPM remained the 
same. 
 
Insp. Streeter: What was the airplane configuration – flight controls, throttle position, fuel 
mixture, fuel pump on or off, carb heat…whatever he can remember. 
 
Mr. LaMarra: Aircraft was configured for landing. Carb Heat Off. Electric Boost 
Pump Off. (Did not see a need for carb heat, as he observed the relative humidity @ 
134) 
 
(Insp. Streeter did also, at this time, perform a white bucket fuel sample of the available fuel 
in the right wing. A prominent blue tint was visible, indicating avgas.) 
 
 
William Streeter 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Great Atlantic CMO 

 
 
 
 
 
 









Electric fuel boost pump – off 

Landing light – off 

Pitot heat – off 

Battery – Off 

All circuit breakers set except Nav/Com breaker. 

The throttle had continuity with the carburetor. The Carb heat linkage was broken off close to the 

flapper valve. The fuel strainer bowl was broken off of the gascolator. The Rt wing was tilted up and 

verified to contain fuel.     

  In my opinion, ground scarring indicated that the aircraft was traveling in a westerly direction at 

the time of impact.    

 

7/09/2019, 10:45 

 Arrived at K76G with Inspectors William Streeter, John Wilkinson, Dennis Heinze, and David Zwicker for 

further mechanical analysis. The right wing fuel tank was tilted to obtain a fuel sample. The fuel was 

poured into a clean white bucket and appeared clear and bright, and showed no contaminates. The fuel 

was blue in color. 

  The fuel line was disconnected at the firewall and found to contain fuel. The magnetos were removed 

and taken to the K76G FBO and were tested and found in working condition. The exhaust and air intake 

box were both bent and interfered with throttle movement. The air intake box was bent back and the 

exhaust was removed to allow free movement of the throttle linkage. The linkage did allow for full travel 

at the carburetor, however the throttle lever would only travel to the mid position due to significant 

engine mount deformity. The throttle cable was disconnected from the carburetor and the engine 

mount. When disconnected, the throttle cable and the carburetor linkage moved smoothly to full travel 

in both directions. It was also noted that when the linkage on the carburetor was advanced, the 

accelerator pump was discharging fuel.  (several times).  

The spark plugs were removed. The number 4 cylinder lower spark plug had some black sooty 

deposits, possibly indicating misfire or non‐firing. The remaining spark plugs appeared to have normal 

grayish brown deposits, indicating normal operation.  The valve covers were removed and the engine 

rotated to verify continuity of the valve train and that the cylinders all had compression.  

The fuel selector valve was removed and contained fuel. The fuel selector valve was low 

pressure air tested to verify that fuel would be available at the position that it was found in at the 

accident site.  (No restriction was found at that position.) 

 (As of 7/11/2019) 

Daniel Herzog 

Aviation Safety Inspector  
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The Valve covers were removed, the prop was turned and valves appeared to operate 
normally. I obtained fuel sample from rt wing ensure proper fuel was uploaded, no 
contamination observed and it appeared to be the correct fuel from the blue tint of the sample. 
The throttle linkage was disconnected from carb although bent from the impact, throttle travel 
appeared to be smooth from the stop to the firewall. The fuel strainer was inspected and there 
was fuel present in the line to the carb. Four top end spark plugs were removed, there 
appeared to be no fouling.  
The lt and rt magnetos were removed by Inspectors Zwicker and Heinz and bench checked 
for proper operation. They reported back no defects were noted. The fuel selector valve was 
removed and inspected for proper operation due to valve not being completely in the rt wing 
detent. There were no defects noted. There were pictures taken to support these comments.  
 
I received Mr. Lamarras flight logs at this time and was he was re interviewed by Inspector 
Streeter.  
 
On 7/11/2019 a follow up meeting was held to update the NTSB on the progress of the 
investigation.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Wilkinson  
Aviation Safety Inspector 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  







MVI_0179 

Shows Engine firing for start and Frank at 
MIAT pulls throttle back so it doesn’t 
over speed with propeller removed, also note al  
the sparks from starter to ring gear. 

MVI 0180 thru 0183 Shows starter hanging up while trying to crank  

IMG_0184 thru 0187 

Attempts at getting dial indicator reading. 

Unfortunately the plunger falls off the flange 

we didn’t get pic of it but saw it in the range 

of .035th before dropping off edge. Pics show 

approximately .010th. 

  
Engine did start and run as cylinders had compression, magnetos functioned on bench check, 
plugs spark tested, carburetor controls operated normally, fuel prime system operated 
normally. Due to the bend in the engine crank shaft the one start was successful but shut down 
before stabilizing RPM. 
 
 

Dennis Heinze 

Aviation Safety Inspector 

Federal Aviation Administration 

East Michigan Flight Standards District Office 

8800 Beck Rd. 

Belleville, MI. 48111 

T  

F  

 
 

 




