


From: thomas grenier   
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 10:44 PM 
To: Gillenwater, Paul (FAA)   
Subject: Re: Aircraft accident dashcam footage 9‐18‐2019 

 

I was driving east bound on the 70 highway around 7:30 am est 9/18/2019 when I noticed off to 
the my left (north) a plane (that I incorrectly identified as a mooney due to what appeared to be a 
forward pointed vertical stabilizer) was flying parallel to the highway but considerably faster 
than traffic, which was roughly 65 mph. I glanced back a few times and watched the plane cross 
the highway to the south at a long gentle angle, it wasn't an abrupt or sudden right. I thought that 
the air looked fairly still, as the plane wasn't moving erratically, I didn't see excess play in the 
movements of the plan nor did it seem to be dropping in altitude or having any other visible 
issues. There was a group of trees to the south of the highway that I lost view of the plane 
behind, I looked over to see if there was an airport or if the plane was flying south and just more 
over the horizon when I saw the planes wings perpendicular to the ground. I couldn't see the 
entire left wing as the tip was obscured by the horizon, I looked back at the road and thought that 
the airport must be below the horizon in a valley or something he was at to steep of a bank to 
correct if it was the same level as the highway and if it crashed I would have seen smoke. 
Unfortunately when I looked back over I saw a plume of fire and smoke. It looked like the plane 
banked hard to left and was to low to recover. 

 
In the video you can see the plane enter the frame on the top left above the treeline and cross the 
highway.  Just before the end, watch the bottom right behind the truck and above the tree, you 
can see the plane goes from a small black dot to the whole profile, before it disappears out of 
view. I noticed a flash on the right wing, it looks like the right aileron caught the sunlight as he 
was trying to bank to the right to level off, but didn't have the airspeed to correct. 

 
The link to the video is below, it's about 230mb, so it may take a little while to download.  I 
didn't have software to compress it further and retain the resolution, which I was afraid to 
compromise on as it's already difficult to see. I have the GPS turned off, so the coordinates will 
not be accurate, only the time and speed will be close. 

 
If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to reach out 

Thanks, 

Thomas Grenier 
 

 
 

 
 




