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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  August 13, 2019 
Person Contacted:  Kyle Rich 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Rich owns the ag operator based at Oelwein Airport.  They are not affiliated with the accident 
operator.   
 
The pilot was involved in a wire strike event about one week before the accident.  He had flown to 
Oelwein and landed after the event.  Mr. Rich noticed some damage to the propeller, windshield and the 
spray boom.  Mr. Rich helped them contain the chemical leak due to the damaged spray boom.  The pilot 
seemed shaken up and weak.  The pilot commented that he had worked 21 days straight and was still 
many acres behind. 
 
The airplane remained at Oelwein until the repairs were completed.  The propeller and engine were 
removed.  The airplane had been repaired and was returned to service on the Monday before the accident.   
 
On the day of the accident, Mr. Rich came out of the office to see the accident airplane overflying the 
airport less than 300 ft above ground level.  It appeared to be level and flying at a moderate speed.  After 
the overflight, the pilot continued in a north-northwest direction.  Mr. Rich heard about the accident later 
that morning.   

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  August 12, 2019 
Person Contacted:  Leonard Graves 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Graves reported that he was at the Oelwein Airport when the airplane flew over on the morning of the 
accident.  He noted that the pilot overflew the runway toward the north about 150 ft to 200 ft above 
ground level.  He was unsure of the exact time but was certain that it was between 0700 and 0730.  It 
appeared that the spray boom was leaking which left a trail behind the airplane.  The airplane itself 
appeared to be intact and the engine appeared to be running normally. 
 
Mr. Graves added that after the overflight the pilot just continued flying northbound which seemed a bit 
strange to him.  He heard about the accident shortly afterward. 
 
Mr. Graves noted that the pilot had been involved in a wire strike about one week before the accident.  He 
recalled talking to him and that he was visible shaken.  The pilot told Mr. Graves that he was just upset. 
 

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  August 20, 2019 
Person Contacted:  David Blume 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Blume reported that an airplane made a low pass over his home between 0710 and 0715 on the 
morning of the accident.  His home was located about 2-1/2 miles northwest from the accident site.  The 
engine sounded “healthy” and it seemed to be a normal approach to a field for a spray pass.  Based on the 
sound, he thought that the pilot was going to spray the field next to his house; although, he wasn’t 
expecting of his fields to be sprayed that day.  He thought that the airplane was southwest bound when it 
passed over. 
 
Mr. Blume noted that within 3 minutes of hearing the airplane, he observed smoke southeast of his home.  
He did not hear any other airplanes at that time and thought that it was most likely the accident airplane. 

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  August 9, 2019 
Person Contacted:  Gene Craun 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Craun reported that the airplane flew directly over his house between 0715 and 0720.  He was located 
about one mile west-northwest from the accident site.  The airplane was southbound and very low; he was 
“amazed it cleared the trees.”  The airplane appeared to be in level flight and the engine seemed to be 
operating normally.  He observed a steady gray plume on the left side of the airplane; however, it did not 
appear to be coming from the spray boom. 

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  August 20, 2019 
Person Contacted:  Leroy Brocka 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Brocka was at AgVantage FS on Whitetail Avenue in Sumner about 0715 on the morning of the 
accident.  Shortly before he pulled out of the parking lot, a cement truck had passed by which had created 
a dust cloud about 75 feet high.  The wind was light, and the dust hung over the road.  He waited several 
seconds for the cloud to dissipate somewhat before pulling out of the parking lot. 
 
Mr. Brocka reported that shortly after pulling out onto the road, he observed the accident airplane 
approaching directly from the west over a corn field.  As the airplane approached the power lines 
paralleling the road, the pilot did not pull up.  The airplane went under them and the tail caught the lines.  
The airplane continued out of sight over the corn field east of the road.  The power lines “flickered” in the 
sun which is how he knew the airplane had struck them.  Shortly afterward, he heard the explosion and 
saw smoke.  He returned to AgVantage to notify the authorities. 
 
Mr. Brocka recalled that the flight path never varied during the time he saw it.  The airplane appeared to 
be straight and level, about 15 to 20 feet above the corn.  Everything appeared normal if it had been an 
application pass.  He thought it possible that the dust cloud with the sun behind it might have obscured 
the pilot’s view of the power lines. 

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  September 4, 2019 
Person Contacted:  Justin Trainor 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Trainor reported that he observed the accident sequence as he was pulling out onto Route 93 
eastbound.  The airplane approached from the west-northwest in an approximate 20° left turn the entire 
time.  He lost sight of it briefly as it crossed over the corn field west of Whitetail Avenue due to the low 
altitude.  Shortly after he regained sight of it, the left wing struck the power lines running along Whitetail 
Avenue.  The airplane’s flight path did not seem to be affected by this initial wire strike and nothing 
appeared to separate from the airframe at that time.  The airplane appeared to just barely clear the Croell 
Redi-Mix building before striking the power lines running along Route 93.  This impact caused the 
airplane to veer to the left and the nose to drop, contacting the road.  It skidded across the road and 
impacted the ground near a large tree on the north side of the road.  The airplane was instantly engulfed in 
flames.  He called 911 but was not able to get to the accident site due to the downed powerlines. 
 
Mr. Trainor noted that nothing seemed unusual about the airplane before the initial wire strike except that 
it was at a “very low altitude.”  The airplane seemed to be intact and the engine sounded normal.  He did 
not see any smoke coming from the airplane.  It remained in the shallow left turn as it struck the power 
lines; it did not appear to be climbing or descending. 

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Timothy N. Sorensen 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
Central Region  
 
Date:  August 20, 2019 
Person Contacted:  Tony Rochford 
NTSB Accident Number:  CEN19FA259 – Sumner, Iowa 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Rochford was at the Croell Redi-Mix plant at the time of the accident.  He was inside with a view 
from windows facing toward the north and east.  The airplane flew over the building at 0720; he called 
911 at 0721.  The airplane impacted a power line support pole and crossed the road before coming to rest 
in the yard on the opposite side of the street.  The engine didn’t seem as loud as he would have expected, 
and he thought that it wasn’t at full power. 
 
Mr. Rochford recalled that the sun was just coming up over the trees to the east at the time. 

----------------------------------------  End of entries  ---------------------------------------- 

 
















