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Bell 206B-3 JetRanger III, N417WT: Fatal accident 
occurred November 04, 2018 in Uvalde County, Texas 
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Mr. & Mrs. Byler

Federal Aviation Administration / Flight Standards District Office; San 

Antonio, Texas

Rotorcraft crashed under unknown circumstances.

W. T. Byler Co., Inc.

https://registry.faa.gov/N417WT

Date: 04-NOV-18

Time: 06:55:00Z

Regis#: N417WT

Aircraft Make: BELL

Aircraft Model: 206B

Event Type: ACCIDENT

Highest Injury: FATAL

Aircraft Missing: No

Damage: DESTROYED

Activity: UNKNOWN

Flight Phase: UNKNOWN (UNK)

Operation: 91

City: UVALDE

State: TEXAS

Those who may have information that might be relevant to the 

National Transportation Safety Board investigation may contact them 

by email eyewitnessreport@ntsb.gov, and any friends and family who 

want to contact investigators about the accident should email 

assistance@ntsb.gov.

Sky Lease Cargo, Boeing 747-400, 

N908AR: Accident occurred 

November 07, 2018 at Halifax 

Stanfield International Airport (YHZ), 

Nova Scotia, Canada

Kitfox S7 Super Sport, N13NZ: 

Accident occurred November 03, 

2018 in Fish Springs, Washoe County, 

Nevada 

Bell 206B-3 JetRanger III, N417WT: 

Fatal accident occurred November 04, 

2018 in Uvalde County, Texas

Cessna 310R, N5044J: Fatal accident 

occurred November 09, 2018 in 

Tompkins, Delaware County, New 

York

Beech V35A Bonanza, N7036N: 

Accident occurred November 05, 

2018 in La Paz, Mexico

Bushby Mustang II, N287BM: Fatal 

accident occurred November 02, 2018 

near Erie Municipal Airport (KEIK), 

Weld County, Colorado

Kellen Kuhn: Motorcyclist killed in 

crash along with elderly couple was 

pilot, father of 2

Piper PA-28R-201 Arrow III, 

N52737: Accident occurred 

November 11, 2018 at Cannon Creek 

Airpark (15FL), Lake City, Columbia 

County, Florida

Piper PA-31T Cheyenne, N555PM: 

Fatal accident occurred October 25, 

2018 off South Carolina coast 
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Cirrus SR22, N670SR, registered to 

and operated by JMC Ranches LLC: 

Fatal accident occurred May 31, 2018 

at Midland International Air and 

Space Port Airport (KMAF), Midland County, 

Texas 

Piper PA-24 Comanche, N9456P, 

registered to N9456P LLC and 

operated by the pilots as a personal 

flight: Fatal accident occurred April 
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UVALDE, Texas — A newlywed couple died when the helicopter they were 

flying hours after their wedding crashed in the rugged terrain of southwest 

Texas. The 76-year-old pilot, Gerald Douglas Lawrence, was also killed. 

Federal transportation authorities said he was "very experienced" and it's too 

early to determine a cause of the accident.

William Troy Byler and Bailee Raye Ackerman Byler, both 24, were killed in 

the crash shortly after midnight Sunday about 10 miles northwest of Uvalde, 

said Steven Kennedy, justice of the peace for Uvalde County Precinct 1.

Craig Hatch, an air safety investigator with the National Transportation Safety 

Board (NTSB), said they will attempt to conduct a thorough initial 

examination of the wreck. However, the helicopter is located in a "precarious" 

spot on a side of a hill, a few miles from State Road 55, CBS affiliate KENS-

TV reports.

"Because of how it's laid out on the side of the hill, we're not really able to go 

into the helicopter," Hatch said, adding that debris was scattered over about 

100 yards.

KENS-TV points out NTSB investigators usually document and examine a 

crash site as much as they can before altering anything, similar to a crime 

scene. However, Hatch said it's almost impossible to do in a way where NTSB 

members don't "come tumbling down the side of the hill as well."

"We definitely saw a helicopter in a terrible state," said Rachel Kellner, a 

Texas Game Warden. Kellner was one of the first responders on the scene 

09, 2018 near Scottsdale Airport (KSDL), 

Maricopa County, Arizona

Cessna 525C Citation CJ4, N614SB, 

registered to Maverick Air LLC and 

operated by the pilot: Fatal accident 

occurred December 29, 2016 near 

Cleveland Burke Lakefront Airport (KBKL), 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Cessna 414, registered to and operated 

by Category III Aviation Corporation, 

N727RP: Fatal accident occurred 

August 05, 2018 near John Wayne 

Airport (KSNA), Santa Ana, Orange County, 

California

Bell 407, N4999, operated by PHI Air 

Medical: Accident occurred June 03, 

2016 in Mountain City, Johnson 

County, Tennessee

Piper PA-28R-201 Arrow III, 

N106ER, registered to and operated 

by Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University: Fatal accident occurred 

April 04, 2018 near Daytona Beach International 

Airport (KDAB), Volusia County, Florida

Cirrus SR22T, N325JK, Abide 

Aviation LLC: Fatal accident occurred 

January 03, 2018 in Gulf Of Mexico

Dassault Falcon 50, operated by Air 

American Flight Services Inc, 

N114TD: Fatal accident occurred 

September 27, 2018 at Greenville 

Downtown Airport (KGMU), South Carolina

Air Force Agrees to Change Aircraft 

Rescue and Firefighting Procedures; 

Pay $1.4 Million to Settle Andreini 

Death Lawsuit

Cessna 340, N247AT, registered to 

Aviation Transportation LLC and 

operated by the pilot: Fatal accident 

occurred December 24, 2017 at 

Bartow Municipal Airport (KBOW), Polk County, 

Florida
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and said there was little they could do without any daylight.

The newlyweds were seniors at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, 

according to The Houstonian, the university's student newspaper. They 

married Saturday night at a large Byler family ranch near Uvalde and left 

aboard a Byler family helicopter after the reception, Kennedy said.

Lawrence had been a pilot for the family for years and had flown helicopters 

in Vietnam during his combat service, Kennedy said. An autopsy has been 

ordered on the pilot to determine if a physical condition might have been a 

factor in the crash, he said.

Hatch said Lawrence was "very experienced (and) highly qualified," adding he 

believed he had logged about 24,000 hours.

The cause of the crash hasn't been determined, but Hatch said a preliminary 

NTSB report will be issued in about two weeks. KENS-TV said it's also too 

early to tell if weather played any substantial role in the crash.

Original article can be found here ➤ https://www.cbsnews.com

KENS 5 obtained brand new video of a bride and groom getting onto a 

helicopter on their way to their honeymoon. It's also the last time friends and 

family would see them alive.

The Texas couple's fairy-tale wedding ended in unbelievable tragedy on 

Sunday. Their chopper crashed north of Uvalde about 80 miles West of San 

Antonio.

Jacob Martinez filmed the video. He worked the couple's wedding and helped 

with their send-off. He recorded the final moments loved ones saw of Will and 

Bailee Byler.

"We sent them off with something that they will remember," he said. "It 

chokes me up because I saw them get in the helicopter, which seemed to be 

fine."

They took off just after midnight, and minutes after leaving their close family 
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and friends, the chopper crashed. The college sweethearts were killed, along 

with 76-year-old pilot Gerald Green Lawrence. Friends of the family said he 

was a captain in the U.S. Army and a veteran of the Vietnam War. NTSB Air 

Safety Investigator Craig Hatch said Lawrence was an experienced pilot.

The helicopter crashed in rugged terrain near the ranch where the couple got 

married earlier Saturday.

"How it is laid out in the side of the hill, we are not able to go into the 

helicopter or the motor, or the engine because it is on the hill," Hatch said.

NTSB investigators are looking at several factors, including the pilot's history, 

the background of the chopper, and weather conditions. The next step is to 

recover it and do a detailed inspection.

"I can't put into words how you go from a happy ending to a tragedy," 

Martinez said.

The couple's friend's said they were due to graduate next month from Sam 

Houston State University. The NTSB's preliminary report won't be complete 

until at least another two weeks. Investigators say it is too early to tell what 

went wrong.

Original article can be found here ➤ https://www.kens5.com

UVALDE, Texas (KTRK) -- A couple who were just married for an hour and a 

half were killed Saturday night when their helicopter went down in Uvalde, 

Texas.

The groom's grandfather William Byler confirmed to Eyewitness News that the 

aircraft went down Saturday at their family ranch. His grandson Will Byler, 

Will's new wife Bailee Ackerman and the aircraft's pilot, Gerald Green 

Lawrence all died in the crash.

Eyewitness News spoke to Lawrence's stepdaughter, Amilyn Willard, who said 

he was a captain in the army and fought in Vietnam.

The National Transportation Safety Board in investigating the accident 

involving a Bell 206B helicopter. The accident happened about 15 miles 
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northwest of Uvalde, according to NTSB's information.

The couple's wedding portal on planning website The Knot further confirmed 

their nuptials taking place on Nov. 3 in Uvalde on Byler's family ranch. 

Engagement photos also show Byler in his cowboy hat embracing Ackerman.

The Sam Houston State University students were surrounded by family and 

friends as they flew off in the family helicopter.

Original article can be found here ➤ https://abc13.com

UVALDE, Texas - A newlywed couple leaving their wedding ceremony in a 

helicopter died early Sunday morning when the helicopter crashed, according 

to a report from the Houstonian.

Will Byler, his wife, Bailee Ackerman Byler, and their pilot died in the crash, 

according to the Houstonian, the student newspaper for Sam Houston State 

University.

The newspaper reported that the Bylers were both in their senior year at the 

university.

Eric Smith, a friend of the Ackerman family, posted to Facebook early Sunday 

morning that the couple and the helicopter pilot had died in the crash after 

the ceremony.

Jacob Martinez, an individual working the event shared video of the moment 

the couple took off in the helicopter.

The Uvalde County Sheriff's Office said it received a call from an aviation 

monitoring center about a possible downed aircraft in northwest Uvalde 

around midnight. 

Texas Department of Public Safety troopers, game wardens, Border Patrol 

agents, the Uvalde Volunteer Fire Department and Uvalde Emergency Medical 

Services arrived in the area of Chalk Bluff Park off of Highway 55 to help 

search for the helicopter.

Authorities located the crashed helicopter around daybreak, the Sheriff's 
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Office said.

The San Antonio Fire Department deployed 10 members of its Technical 

Rescue Team to assist the Federal Aviation Administration with the 

investigation, but they returned to San Antonio Sunday night.

National Transportation Safety Board said in a tweet Sunday morning that the 

helicopter involved is a Bell 206B.

Officials with the National Transportation Safety Board said they would not 

release any information about the crash until Monday. 

Original article can be found here ➤ https://www.ksat.com

"It is with deepest sadness that we announce the tragic passing of 
two Bearkats Will Byler (Agriculture Engineering senior) and Bailee 
Ackerman Byler (Agricultural Communication senior) in a helicopter 
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accident departing their wedding. We ask that you keep the Byler and 
Ackerman families in your thoughts and prayers."  -The Houstonian 

https://www.facebook.com/Houstonian

ORANGE — A newlywed couple leaving their wedding ceremony in a helicopter 

died when their helicopter crashed, according to a report from the 

Houstonian.

Will Byler, his wife, Bailee Ackerman Byler, and their pilot died in the crash, 

according to the Houstonian, the student newspaper for Sam Houston State 

University.

Multiple sources have confirmed with 12News that Bailee Ackerman Byler was 

from Orangefield.

The newspaper reported that the Bylers were both in their senior year at the 

university.

The crash happened 80 miles west of San Antonio around midnight.

The Uvalde County Sheriff's office says the helicopter crashed near Chalk Bluff 

Park off Highway 55.

A twitter post from the National Transportation Safety Board says it was a 

Bell 206-B two bladed twin engine chopper that crashed.

There is no confirmation on how many people were killed in the crash and the 

cause of the accident.

We will not release the names of the victims until officials or family members 

have confirmed more information.

From a Uvalde County Sheriffs' Office news release...

At approx. 12 midnight on Saturday (11/3/18), Uvalde Police Communications 

received a call from an aviation monitoring center of a possible down aircraft 

in the area of Northwest Uvalde County.

After further investigation, Uvalde Co. Sheriff’s Office Deputies received 

coordinates of a possible more direct location of the aircraft in distress.

TX DPS Troopers, Game Wardens, Border Patrol, Uvalde Vol. Fire Dept, and 

Uvalde EMS arrived in the vicinity of Chalk Bluff Park off HWY 55 to assist 

with the search.

Upon break of day, the accident location was found and the Texas Dept. of 

Public Safety and the Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the 

scene.

Original article can be found here ➤ https://www.12newsnow.com

Posted by Kathryn on Sunday, November 04, 2018
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