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Mr. & Mrs. Byler

Federal Aviation Administration / Flight Standards District Office; San

Antonio, Texas

Rotorcraft crashed under unknown circumstances.

W. T. Byler Co., Inc.

https:/ /reqgistry.faa.gov/N417WT

Date: 04-NOV-18
Time: 06:55:00Z2
Regis#: N417WT
Aircraft Make: BELL
Aircraft Model: 206B
Event Type: ACCIDENT
Highest Injury: FATAL
Aircraft Missing: No
Damage: DESTROYED
Activity: UNKNOWN
Flight Phase: UNKNOWN (UNK)
Operation: 91

City: UVALDE

State: TEXAS

Those who may have information that might be relevant to the
National Transportation Safety Board investigation may contact them
by email eyewitnessreport@ntsb.gov, and any friends and family who
want to contact investigators about the accident should email
assistance@ntsb.gov.
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Video shows site of helicopter crash that killed newlyweds...

UVALDE, Texas — A newlywed couple died when the helicopter they were
flying hours after their wedding crashed in the rugged terrain of southwest
Texas. The 76-year-old pilot, Gerald Douglas Lawrence, was also killed.
Federal transportation authorities said he was "very experienced" and it's too
early to determine a cause of the accident.

William Troy Byler and Bailee Raye Ackerman Byler, both 24, were killed in
the crash shortly after midnight Sunday about 10 miles northwest of Uvalde,
said Steven Kennedy, justice of the peace for Uvalde County Precinct 1.

Craig Hatch, an air safety investigator with the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB), said they will attempt to conduct a thorough initial

examination of the wreck. However, the helicopter is located in a "precarious"
spot on a side of a hill, a few miles from State Road 55, CBS affiliate KENS-

TV reports.

"Because of how it's laid out on the side of the hill, we're not really able to go
into the helicopter," Hatch said, adding that debris was scattered over about
100 yards.

KENS-TV points out NTSB investigators usually document and examine a
crash site as much as they can before altering anything, similar to a crime
scene. However, Hatch said it's almost impossible to do in a way where NTSB
members don't "come tumbling down the side of the hill as well."

"We definitely saw a helicopter in a terrible state," said Rachel Kellner, a
Texas Game Warden. Kellner was one of the first responders on the scene
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and said there was little they could do without any daylight. > Nov 07 (3)
» Nov 06 (20)
The newlyweds were seniors at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville,
according to The Houstonian, the university's student newspaper. They
married Saturday night at a large Byler family ranch near Uvalde and left
aboard a Byler family helicopter after the reception, Kennedy said.
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Lawrence had been a pilot for the family for years and had flown helicopters
in Vietnam during his combat service, Kennedy said. An autopsy has been
ordered on the pilot to determine if a physical condition might have been a
factor in the crash, he said.
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Hatch said Lawrence was "very experienced (and) highly qualified," adding he
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The cause of the crash hasn't been determined, but Hatch said a preliminary Jim Gray Rotorway Exec 90. registered to
NTSB report will be issued in about two weeks. KENS-TV said it's also too and ope...
early to tell if weather played any substantial role in the crash. Cirrus SR22T GTS, registered to and

operated by t...

Original article can be found here » https://www.cbsnews.com Cessna 172S Skyhawk, registered to
L-Bird LLC an...

Mooney M20E Super 21, registered to
Cleared Direc...

Robinson R22 BETA, registered to
Spitzer Helicop...

MBD Helicopters MD530F (369F)
operated by the Gw...

Cessna 140, registered to and operated by
the pil...

Piper PA-28-181, registered to Plane
Omdahl LLC an...

» Nov 03 (10)
» Nov 02 (18)

» Nov 01 (1)
» October (306)
» September (377)
> August (377)
» July (400)
KENS 5 obtained brand new video of a bride and groom getting onto a » June (390)
helicopter on their way to their honeymoon. It's also the last time friends and » May (427)
family would see them alive. > April (494)
» March (504)
The Texas couple's fairy-tale wedding ended in unbelievable tragedy on
. . » February (495)
Sunday. Their chopper crashed north of Uvalde about 80 miles West of San
Antonio. P January (431)
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Jacob Martinez filmed the video. He worked the couple's wedding and helped

with their send-off. He recorded the final moments loved ones saw of Will and
Bailee Byler.
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"We sent them off with something that they will remember," he said. "It > 2013 (5117)
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They took off just after midnight, and minutes after leaving their close family
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and friends, the chopper crashed. The college sweethearts were killed, along
with 76-year-old pilot Gerald Green Lawrence. Friends of the family said he

was a captain in the U.S. Army and a veteran of the Vietnam War. NTSB Air
Safety Investigator Craig Hatch said Lawrence was an experienced pilot.

The helicopter crashed in rugged terrain near the ranch where the couple got
married earlier Saturday.

"How it is laid out in the side of the hill, we are not able to go into the
helicopter or the motor, or the engine because it is on the hill," Hatch said.

NTSB investigators are looking at several factors, including the pilot's history,
the background of the chopper, and weather conditions. The next step is to
recover it and do a detailed inspection.

"I can't put into words how you go from a happy ending to a tragedy,"
Martinez said.

The couple's friend's said they were due to graduate next month from Sam
Houston State University. The NTSB's preliminary report won't be complete
until at least another two weeks. Investigators say it is too early to tell what
went wrong.

Original article can be found here » https://www.kens5.com

UVALDE, Texas (KTRK) -- A couple who were just married for an hour and a
half were killed Saturday night when their helicopter went down in Uvalde,
Texas.

The groom's grandfather William Byler confirmed to Eyewitness News that the

aircraft went down Saturday at their family ranch. His grandson Will Byler,
Will's new wife Bailee Ackerman and the aircraft's pilot, Gerald Green
Lawrence all died in the crash.

Eyewitness News spoke to Lawrence's stepdaughter, Amilyn Willard, who said
he was a captain in the army and fought in Vietnam.

The National Transportation Safety Board in investigating the accident
involving a Bell 206B helicopter. The accident happened about 15 miles
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northwest of Uvalde, according to NTSB's information.
The couple's wedding portal on planning website The Knot further confirmed
their nuptials taking place on Nov. 3 in Uvalde on Byler's family ranch.

Engagement photos also show Byler in his cowboy hat embracing Ackerman.

The Sam Houston State University students were surrounded by family and
friends as they flew off in the family helicopter.

Original article can be found here » https://abc13.com

UVALDE, Texas - A newlywed couple leaving their wedding ceremony in a
helicopter died early Sunday morning when the helicopter crashed, according
to a report from the Houstonian.

Will Byler, his wife, Bailee Ackerman Byler, and their pilot died in the crash,
according to the Houstonian, the student newspaper for Sam Houston State
University.

The newspaper reported that the Bylers were both in their senior year at the
university.

Eric Smith, a friend of the Ackerman family, posted to Facebook early Sunday
morning that the couple and the helicopter pilot had died in the crash after
the ceremony.

Jacob Martinez, an individual working the event shared video of the moment
the couple took off in the helicopter.

The Uvalde County Sheriff's Office said it received a call from an aviation
monitoring center about a possible downed aircraft in northwest Uvalde
around midnight.

Texas Department of Public Safety troopers, game wardens, Border Patrol
agents, the Uvalde Volunteer Fire Department and Uvalde Emergency Medical
Services arrived in the area of Chalk Bluff Park off of Highway 55 to help
search for the helicopter.

Authorities located the crashed helicopter around daybreak, the Sheriff's
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Office said.
The San Antonio Fire Department deployed 10 members of its Technical
Rescue Team to assist the Federal Aviation Administration with the

investigation, but they returned to San Antonio Sunday night.

National Transportation Safety Board said in a tweet Sunday morning that the
helicopter involved is a Bell 206B.

Officials with the National Transportation Safety Board said they would not
release any information about the crash until Monday.

Original article can be found here » https://www.ksat.com

"It is with deepest sadness that we announce the tragic passing of
two Bearkats Will Byler (Agriculture Engineering senior) and Bailee
Ackerman Byler (Agricultural Communication senior) in a helicopter
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accident departing their wedding. We ask that you keep the Byler and
Ackerman families in your thoughts and prayers.” -The Houstonian
https://www.facebook.com/Houstonian

ORANGE — A newlywed couple leaving their wedding ceremony in a helicopter
died when their helicopter crashed, according to a report from the '
Houstonian.

Will Byler, his wife, Bailee Ackerman Byler, and their pilot died in the crash,
according to the Houstonian, the student newspaper for Sam Houston State
University.

Multiple sources have confirmed with 12News that Bailee Ackerman Byler was
from Orangefield.

The newspaper reported that the Bylers were both in their senior year at the
university.

The crash happened 80 miles west of San Antonio around midnight.

The Uvalde County Sheriff's office says the helicopter crashed near Chalk Bluff
Park off Highway 55. :

A twitter post from the National Transportation Safety Board says it was a
Bell 206-B two bladed twin engine chopper that crashed.

There is no confirmation on how many people were killed in the crash and the
cause of the accident.

We will not release the names of the victims until officials or family members
have confirmed more information.

From a Uvalde County Sheriffs' Office news release...

At approx. 12 midnight on Saturday (11/3/18), Uvalde Police Communications
received a call from an aviation monitoring center of a possible down aircraft
in the area of Northwest Uvalde County.

After further investigation, Uvalde Co. Sheriff’s Office Deputies received
coordinates of a possible more direct location of the aircraft in distress.

TX DPS Troopers, Game Wardens, Border Patrol, Uvalde Vol. Fire Dept, and
Uvalde EMS arrived in the vicinity of Chalk Bluff Park off HWY 55 to assist
with the search.

Upon break of day, the accident location was found and the Texas Dept. of
Public Safety and the Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the
scene.

Original article can be found here » https://www.12newsnow.com
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