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John,
 
I spoke to the airman. They stated that they departed Flippin Airport (KFLP) with full fuel in the
auxiliary and main tanks. They then flew to Mt. Home (KBPK) airport to get the oil changed. From
there they flew to North Little Rock (KORK) which took about 36 minutes of flight time. This was all
flown on the right main tank. During preflight there was no contamination found in the fuel tanks.
Prior to departing from KORK for Pine Bluff (KPBF) Mr. Brown stated that he switched to the Left
main tank and departed. There was no engine problems noted during runup or takeoff. At about
4,500 feet and 10 miles south of Little Rock (KLIT) he had been flying for about 10 minutes. Mr.
Brown turned off the fuel pump and engaged the autopilot. The engine then rolled back to what he
perceived as idle. I asked Mr. Brown if he looked at the engine gauges when this happened and he
stated that he immediately turned on the fuel pump but did not look at the actual engine gauges.
Turning on the fuel pump made no difference. Mr. Brown then switched back to the right main tank.
His thought was that he had flown down on the right main tank with no problems. The engine then
stopped running and he attempted a restart but was descending quickly. There was no chance for a
restart and at about 1560 MSL is when he decided to try to make a forced landing on the greenspace
of the island. He stated that he does have the Foreflight track saved on his computer and can give
access to it if you need him to. I have also attached his initial statement.  Let me know if there is
anything else you need.
 
Have a great day,
 
Nicholas Cusimano
Aviation Safety 
Little Rock Flight Standards District Office
1701 Bond Street
Little Rock, AR 72202
Office 
Fax     

 
 
Flight Standards Service would appreciate any comments you may have on our services at the following website:
Customer Feedback
 

 

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/stakeholder_feedback/afs/field/

James Brown

P.O. Box 2218

Mountain Home, AR 72654



August 31, 2018



On August 22, 2018, while enroute from KORK to KPBF, I experienced a partial power loss about 10 miles south of KLIT.  Initially, the power dropped to approximately idle.  I contacted Little Rock Approach for assistance and reported the issue.  I asked for the location of the nearest airport which they advised of a small grass strip nearby or KLIT as the nearest paved strip.

I decided to divert to KLIT and during this time, I ran emergency checklists.  I changed fuel tanks, turned on the auxiliary fuel pump, and checked all gauges.  These actions made no difference.  An aircraft circling overhead assisted with the completion of engine failure checklists.

I was at approximately 1500 feet msl when the engine quit completely I continued with the checklists and attempted to restart the aircraft to no avail.  During this time I was looking for a suitable landing place.  I also notified Little Rock Approach of the total engine failure and the planned off airport landing.  I was over a mostly forested area, when I saw a small green space and turned the aircraft toward it.  

On short final, I had my passenger open the door while I shut off the master switch.  I clipped a tree and came to rest in the field.  We immediately exited the aircraft in case of a post crash fire and I call 911.



James N. Brown




