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Mike
 
The field notes related to the fuel system are as follows:
 
On Site Examination of the Fuel Gauge:
                During an interior inspection of the aircraft N224KM, A Bell 206, the aircraft power was
turned on.  The fuel gauge indicated less than 5 gallons of fuel.  The gauge was graduated in “QTY
GALS”.  The needle indicated 3/4 towards the first graduation (5 GAL). Picture 1 in the attached
PDF.
 
On Site Fuel Test:
                On site, the fuel was “drained” through the two applicable sumps (“Airframe” sump and

“Filter” sump) to determine if visible anomalies were present.  The 1st test was of the “airframe”
sump.   The process used to sump the fuel was as follows:

1. Pull the Fuel Boost Pump Breakers
2. Master Switch “On”
3. Fuel Shutoff “Off”
4. Depress Button on Side of Fuselage

 
During the airframe sump process, approximately 1/2 - 3/4 Quarts of Fuel were drained.  This
was measured using a Phillips 66 X/C Aviation Hydraulic Fluid Container that was on-site. This is
Picture 2 in the attached PDF.

 

The 2nd test was of the “filter” sump.   The process used to sump the fuel was as follows:
1. Press Fuel Boost Pump Breakers In
2. Master Switch “On”
3. Fuel Shutoff “Open”
4. Rotate “knob/handle” on Filter Test Port

 
During the filter sump process, approximately 3/4 Quarts of Fuel were drained.  3/4 Quart was a
visual estimation when added to what was “caught”.   Due to the flow of the fuel during this test,
it was difficult to capture all fuel drained.
 
During the two tests, it is estimated that approximately 1.25 to 1.5 Quarts of fuel were drained
from the system in total.   The fuel appeared clear (Slight “straw” color) and free of visual
debris.  See Picture 3 and 4 in the attached PDF.
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***It should be noted that this inspector did not smell and/or see any uncontained fuel around the
accident site prior to the sump process.
 
 
Mike, due to the email containing an attachment can you let me know you received it?  If you need
anything else from me, please let me know.

 
 

--
Stanley E. Swank II
Aviation Safety
Principal Operations Inspector
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