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Due to tall grass at landing site, during emergency landing, the nose of the aircraft was caused to pitch down and the tail up, which 
caused the main rotor to make contact with the tailboom, seperating it from the aircraft. 

I departed the load truck at 1705 local time for agricultural aerial application. The load truck was located 1.5 nautical miles West of 
application area. I entered the field at 1708 local. During a turn the fuel pressure light illuminated. I initiated a climb to exit the field to clear 
the surrounding trees. I noted the fuel gauge and fuel pressure gauge. The fuel gauge read 15 gallons and fuel pressure 0 PSI. I located a 
landing area just past the surrounding trees to the West and started an approach to land. On approach I attempted to cycle the fuel boost 
pump circuit breakers to regain fuel pressure with no success and at this time the engine out light and horn activated. I initiated engine out 
emergency procedure below 300 feet above ground level. Auto rotation was entered at 70 mph and straight towards the landing area. I 
realized that I was not going to be able to reach the intended landing area and initiated a flare for landing at about 10 feet above ground 
level. With forward momentum into tall grass which caused the nose of the aircraft to pitch down and tailboom up, the main rotor made 
contact with the tailboom seperating it from the aircraft. The aircraft remained upright with no other damage or movement. I exited the 
aircraft with no injuries and inspected the aircraft. Time upon landing was 1715 local. The accident was located N40.371343 
W091.0074860. No emergency agencies were notified. The Regional Operations Control Center and FAA was notified at 2154 local and a 
report was filed. 



Accuracy of fuel gauge is not to be trusted and warning/safety precautions are to be taken to ensure positive fuel flow in all aspects of 
flight. Due to required steep turns and out of trim conditions during aerial application operations it is possible for sloshing fuel to interupt 
fuel flow to the engine and cause and engine flame out. Pilots should be aware of fuel level at all times during flights and test accuracy of 
fuel gauges. 

✔
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Operations were conducted off chemical load truck, which provides chemical for aerial application as well as aircraft fuel servicing. 

✔

Stepped out of aircraft without injury. 
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CEN18LA260 Central Folkerts July 24, 2018




