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Owner Applied # Recovered Date 
Additional Info 

NARRATIVE 
On the above date and ttme, I was stopped at a red light on east bound 
Chesterfield Airport Rd and Long Rd. As I waited for the light to change, 
I observed a small plane flying west bound at a low altitude over 110 
Long Rd (BP Gas Station). The left wing (port side) of the plane struck 
the overhead awning of the gas station and the plana crashed just south 
of Chesterfield Airport Rd. Upon ~pact, the plane burst into fl3meS. At 
that t~, z notified dispatch for the fire department and ~ore assist 
cars. 

As I arrived on scene I positioned my vehicle on north bound Long Rd, 
just south of Chesterfield Airport Rd to block traffic. I observed the 
nose of the plane pointing in a north western direction and the left wing 
(port side) of the plane had been destroyed. The plane was engulfed in 
flames. 

I began assisting others in an attempt to extinguish the fire and get 
any occupants out. Several people had retrieved fire extinguishers and 
were attempting to put the fire out while others were attempting to break 
the windows to the plane, however, both were unsuccessful. After several 
~inutes, when all of the fire extinguishers were empty and the plane was 
fully engulfed in fl~s, the area was cleared for the arrival of the 
fire department. 

Prior to Monarch's arrival, the qas ~ps were shut down and a nearby gas 
tanker truck was advised to move away from the area. 

Upon Monarch's arrival, the flames wera extinguished and the scene was 
made safe. It was determined that there was only one occupa~e pilot, 
who was declared deceased by Monarch Paramedic Kwiatkowski 1111111 at lS07 
hours. 

Along with Monarch Fire Department; West County, Cottleville, Metro West, 
and Spirit Airport Fire Departments responded to assist. 

While the plane was being extinguished I made contact with several 
witnesses who saw the plane prior to and during the ~pact. 

Witness Robert Turner explained that he was on Long Rd near Edison when 
he observed a plana flying too low. He saw one of the winqs of the plane 
dip and strike tha awning of the BP gas station. After that, when the 
plane struck tha ground, ha stated that it immediately went up in flames. 
He stopped his vehicle and grabbed a fire extinguisher fr~ someone in an 
attempt to extinguish the flames but was unsuccessful. 
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Witnesses Christopher and Brittany Donovan were driving north bound 
on Long Road, just south of Chesterfield Airport Rd. Thay o~served an 
airplane flyinq unusually low. Th~ stated the plane had made a sharp 
turn and struck the awning of the gas station. The plane then strugk the 
ground and caught on fire. Christopher explained that he emptied two fire 
extinguishers in an attempt to extinguish the blaze. 

I then contacted David Schubert, Deputy Director of Aviation for Spirit 
of St Louis Airport, who was able to provide additional details of the 
aircraft. He described the plane as a 2001 Beechcraft Bonanza B36TC 1 

single engine prop plane. It was registered to Wings West LLC out of Las 
Vegas. The pilot, only listed on the flight plan as, Jtm Smith, had left 
Albuquerque, New Mexico for St. Louis and did not make any stops between 
~ke off and the crash. At an unknown time, the pilot made communication 
with an air flight tower notifying them of an emergency, as he had lost 
engine power. The pilot explained to the tower that he was not going to 
maka it to a runway. 

The pilot was later identified as James L. Smith Next of 
kin was notified by PO Pollman DSN Ill. See his supplement for further 
information. 

PO Carter DSN Ill arrived on scene to assist me in photographing the 
crash. See his ID supplement. 

Forensic Investigator, ~ista Smith of the St. Louis County Medical 
Examiner's office, was notified regarding the death of James Smith and 
responded to the scene shortly after. She provided me with the Medical 
Examiner's report number of 17-8676; 

FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) Aqents responded and I spoke 
with TJ:"avis Schwien, badqel Aqent Schwien advised that his 
investigation was complete and the body could be removed fr~ the plane. 

At that time, Monarch Fire Fighters removed the body from the plane, 
which was then released to Krista Smith. 

The plane was left on scene until NTSB (National Transportation Safety 
BoaJ:"d) responds to c~plete their investigation. 

Any additional information and witness statements will be included in 
supplemental form. 

Nothing further at this time. 
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ADDITIONAl. PARTY INFORMATION 
Perl!On Role(l>) 

Last Name 
Fil"llt Name 
SSN 
License Number 
Race 
DOB 
Resident Status 
Additional Info 

Primary Color 
Style 
Unique Char 

WITNESS 

JOHNSON 
RENEE 

WHITE 

NON-RESIDENT 

RENEE JOHNSON 
VICTIM'S VEHICLE 

Middle Name 
Suffix Name 
Ethnlcity 
License State 
Sex 
Age 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 63125 
Location Deso 

Contact Name 
Ext. 

VEHICLE INFORMATION 

Type 
Model 
Secondary/Interior Color 

~ PlateType 
License Year 2019 #Plates Missing 
License State M=IS:.:S:.:O:.:U:.;R;;:_I _________ ..:.V.:.:IN.:._ _____ ---J 

D Owner Notified 

Additional Info 

Tow Company Phone# 
Notifier DSN 

NARRATIVE 

L 

NOT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN 
MISSOURI 
FEMALE 
64 

TRUCK 

In reference to report #17-6035, wherein an aircr~ft crashed in the 
parking lot of 110 ~onq Road, I wish to add the following: 

17-6035 

I cont~cted witness Renee Johnson on scene. Johnson stated she had parked 
her vehicle to pump fuel at pump #8. She went inside to p~y and then 
e~ited the building and re-approached her vehicle. She stated she was 
struck by ~ piece of the canopy that the aircraft had hit. The piece 
of canopy struck Johnson causing her to fall to the ground. She recalls 
feeling the heat from the aircraft being on fire. Johnson did not observe 
the ~pact; Johnson believes the impact occur~ad while she was on the 
ground. Johnson further stated that she never heard the noise that she 
woul~ associate with an aircraft's engine prior to the crash. 

Johnson reported that her neck Wi!UI sore. Monarch ambulance- was on 
scene. Johnson declined treatment or transportation by EMS. 
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Johnson di~ected my attention to her vehio1e. I observed th~t her vehic1e 
had been struck by tha fallen canopy. The fire department was still 
working in the area at the time; I was unable to get close enouqh to 
inspect the damage to her vehic1e. Refer to vehicle screen for further. 
Johnson was able to later drive her vehic1a from the scene. 

Nothinq further. 
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Person Role(s) 

Last Name 
First Name 
SSN 
License Number 
Raee 
DOB 
Resident Status 
Additional info 

Person Role(s) 

Last N~me 
First Name 
SSN 
License Number 
Race 
DOB 
Resident Status 
Additional Info 

AptiSuite/Rm # 

WITNESS 

UNDERWOOD 
SARAH 

... 
RESIDENT 

WITNESS 

BUCHMILLER 
DENNIS 

WHITE -RESIDENT 

AOOITIONAL PARTY #1 INFORMATION 

Middle Name FOBES 
Suffix Name 
Ethnicity NOT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN 
License Stale MISSOURI 
Sex FEMALE 
Age 46 

HESTERFIELD, MISSOURI, 63005 
Location Desc 

Contact Name 
Ext. 

Contact Name 
Ext. 

ADDITIONAL PARTY #2 INFORMATION 

Middle Name 
Suffix Name 
Ethnicity 
License State 
Sex 
Age 

I CHIES'TEFIFIE:LD, MISSOURI, 83017 
Location Desc 

CHESTERFIELD, MISSOURI, 63005 
Location Oesc 

Contact Name 
El!t. 

NARRATIVE 

D 

MISSOURI 
MALE 
76 

MAINTENANCE 

on 12-6-2017 at approximate1y 2100 hrs. I contacted witness Sarah 
Underwood by phone who re1ated the fol1owinq: At around 1500 hrs. while 
she was driving westbound on Sdison Rd. near the F~ily Church (17458 
Chesterfie1d Airport Rd.) sha observed a plane f1yinq westbound. She 
said she travels the route often and enjoys watching the planes land 

17./;035 

so she was f~iliar with the flight path so it struck her odd that the 
p1ane was not following the norma1 flight path. As the plane was f1ying 
to the right of the normal path she observed the left wing tip go up 
then down followed by the right winq tip qo up then down. The pl~ne then 
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immediata~y dzopped quick~y behind some b~i~dings and she lost sight 
of the p~ane. She ~ediately traveled to Long Rd. and made a right 
heading northbound on Long Rd. towards Chesterfield Airport Rd. She fo~nd 
the p~ane on the ground in the parking ~ot o~ the BP gas station. She 
stopped her vehio~e on the roadway in front of the plane and saw flames 
inside the cabin of the plane with someone moving inside. Approximate~y 
twelve peop~e were aro~nd the cabin trying to free the person inside. She 
overheard one of tha men say "Don't worry buddy, we are going to get you 
out." She then realized that the f~ames were near the qas ~:~tation with a 
fuel tanker truck nearby and decided that was not the best p~ace to be so 
she ~eft and contacted a nearby po~ioe officer . 

. I also contacted witness Dennis Buchmiller by phone who re~ated the 
fol~owing: Be was outside the back door of his home and saw a p~ane 
overhead traveling west towards the airport. What made h~ notice the 
plana was the fact that the p~ane engine was making a strange noise. Be 
said it went from normal to a qrowl and then eventually went silent near 
the area of the Wal-Mart. The flight path was out of the ordinary as 
well being that it went to the right and then the ~eft and back towards 
the right. He went inside and saw on the news about a plane crash in 
Chesterfield and called Chesterfield Police Department. 

Nothing further. 
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Person Role(s) 

Last Name 
First Name 
SSN 
License Number 
Race 
DOB 

WITNESS 

FOX 
RICHARD 

ADDITIONAL PARTY #1 INFORMATION 

Middle Name 
Suffix Name 
Ethnicity 
License State 
Sex 
Age 

Resident Status NON-RESIDENT 

Additional Info 

Person Role(s) 

Last Nama 

First Name 
SSN 
License Number 
Race 
DOB 

••••••• STLOUIS, MISSOURI, 63005 

WITNESS 

BRANT 
ROGER 

.... 
NON-RESIDENT 

Location Desc 

Contact Name 
E:.ct. 

Contact Name 
Ext. 

ADDITIONAL PARTY #2 INFORMATION 

Middle Name 
Suffix Name 
Ethnicity 
License State 
SeK 
Age 

Contact Name 
Ext. 

NARRATIVE 

B 

MALE 
55 

MALE 

TRUCK DRIVER 

In reference to the origina~ report, ! would ~ike to add the following 
information: 

I responded to the scene of an aircraft crash to looata possib~e 
witnesses to tbe erasb. I spoke to Richard Fo~ who said he was driving 
westbound on Chesterfield Airport Rd. and was almost para~~e~ with the 
airp~ane. He noticed it dipped to the right and was f~yinq unusual~y 
low. He ~est sight of it just before he got to the intersection of 
Long Rd. When he got to the intersection, be noticed the airplane was 
enqu~fed in flames on the ground. 

I a~so spoke to Roqar Brant who was the truck driver of tha tanker 
truck delivering gas. Brant said he had his back to where the p~ane 

17-8035 

was c~ing whi~e he was da~iverinq qas tc the station. He said he heard 
the p~ane and turned around to see it crash into the ganopy before 
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17-8035 

striking tha ground and bursting into f~ames. He said he grabbed the 
fire extinguisher and handed it someone so he could turn off the fuel he 
was puttinq in the ho~dinq tanks. 

Nothinq further. 
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Email Address 
ADDITIONAL PARTY #4INFORMATION 

Person Role(s) CONTACT PERSON 

Last Name 
First Name 
SSN 
License Number 
Race 
DOB 
Resident Status 

STEWART 
RANDY 

WHITE 

NON.RESIDENT 

Middle Name 
Suffix Name 
Ethnicity 
License State 
Sex 
Age 

17-6035 

NOT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN 

MALE 

DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION 

CUBA, MISSOURI, 65453 
Location Desc 

Contact Namo 
Ext. 

NARRATIVE 

In reference to the earlier report I wish to add the following. 

On 12/6/2017 at 1455 hours, I responded to the intersection of Long 
Rd and Chesterfield Airport Rd for a raport of an ai~lane crash. I 
exited west bound I-64 onto Long Rd and approached the crash scene from 
the north. On the exit ramp from the highway, I could see the plane 
in the qrass area between the BP Gas Station (110 Long Rd) and Long Rd. 

The plane was fully engulfed in flames. X could see a police ~enicle 
parked on Long Rd just south west of the crash. There was a large crowed 
gathering in the area. I made a left turn onto east bound Chesterfield 
Airport Rd and parked my patrol ~ehicle in the west bound lanes of 
Chesterfield Airport Rd to block the road from vehicles entering the 
area. I ran over to the crash scene and began evacuating people and 
vehicles off the gas station parking lot. While doing this, I began 
attempting to identify witnesses. 

I first made contact with Cory Groneaeyer. He stated his was driving 
on Chesterfield Airport Rd wast bound approaching Lonq Rd. Gronemeyer 
advised just before the crash he looked o~er and observed the airplane. 

He noted the plane seemed lower than most planes and thought it was 
odd. He stated the plane appeared to "rock" statin9 the right wing went 
down, up and then back down. The plane was flyinq more from south to 
north as opposed to the normal aast to west. Be said the plane was not 
flyinq towards the airport. His window was down and noted the plane was 
not making noise. Just after he made these ohservations he described the 
plane as it dropped down, hit the top of the qas station and :i.mmedia.tely 
exploded as it hit the qround. 
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The second witness I spoke to was James Hildarbrand. He identified 
himself as a pilot and stated he was at the intersection of Chesterfield 
Airport Rd and Long Rd when he noticed the airplane. He stated the 
airplane was obviously too low and slow during approach. The plane 
looked as it was gliding. Hilderbrand believed the propeller was not 
rotating but stated he was not 100% sure. He stated the plane hit the 
top of the canopy of the gas station and caught fire as it impacted the 
ground. 

~1 other parties I spoke with ware only able to describe the crash and 
not events before the impact. 

At the crash scene was a semi-tractor trailer, refueling tanker parked 
near the gas pumps. The front of the semi-truck was pointing directly at 
the crash scene and on the front windshield was a dashcam video recording 
system. I made contact with the driver and requested a copy of the dash 
cam video. Ha directed me to Randy Stewart (Director of Transportation). 
Be advised they would attampt to download the video systam at their 
headquarters but stated if the truck was off at the time, the video would 
not have been recording. 

I also made contact with the owner of the BP GallS Station (Cyriac 
Peringelil) . Perinqalil was notified of the damage to the canopy of the 
gas pumps and requested a copy of the surveillance video. 

Nothing further at this time. 
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