The non-certificated owner and operator departed in the aircraft from Runway 17 at Blackwood Airpark
Airport (TX46). Shortly after liftoff, the aircraft engine lost power. The non-certificated pilot turned right
and attempted to return to the airport runway. The aircraft lost altitude and collided with a fence and
trees adjacent to the departure end of the runway 17. It came to rest at coordinates: 32 24’ 22.55” N 97
23’ 15.66” W. The aircraft was destroyed. No pilot records have been located.

The accident aircraft was identified as an Ervin Eris E Quicksilver GT-400. The registration on the aircraft
had been issued 10/07/2015 to the owner and operator. It was not found in the aircraft. No other
airworthiness documents or aircraft records were found. A witness at the accident scene stated that the
aircraft records had been destroyed in a flood approximately two years ago. There was a strong odor of
automotive gasoline at the accident scene. A visual inspection of the inside of the fuel tank revealed the
tank was half full. The fuel appeared to be a mixture of Avgas and automotive gasoline.

Upon further investigation; the aircraft showed signs of poor maintenance upkeep. Engine fuel lines
were found brittle, cracked, and broken. The engine has two carburetors. Both bowls was found dry. A
fuel line from the fuel tank to the engine was found broken free and showed to be in poor condition. A
mass of what appeared to be putty was found placed around the fuel outlet connector on the bottom of
the fuel tank. The fuel line at this location was broken. It appears the putty was placed here to stem a
fuel leak. The engine air filter was extremely dirty.





