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SUBJECT 

Accident Pi lot Int e r view 

DIGEST 

24 Aug 2017 - Cont acted the son- i n - law o f Mr . Bipes t o look at the a i r c r aft wr eckage fo r 

some fol l ow up items . Whi l e I was at the hanger, I was i n f ormed that Mr . Bipes was at h ome 

recovering from his i njuries . He daughte r cal l ed him, and said since I was i n the area it 

would be acceptable to see h i m at his home . I meet Mr . Bipes at hi s h ome and the f o l lowi ng 

i s h i s ve r bal s t a t ement : 

During t he t a keof f r ol l he pul l ed back on the control st i ck and the aircraf t d i d not want 

to t a ke off. He bounced a couple of t i mes and a t one po i n t f o l lowi ng a bounce , the 

aircraft went " st r aight up". The aircraf t d i d not r esponse t o fo r ward s t ick movement s . He 

did not know what was happeni ng but since he d i d not want t o get any higher , h e ret arded 

the throttle . The a irc r aft s t al l ed , the nose d r opped, and the a i r c r aft i mpacted the 

g r ound . Mr . Bipes stated when he went up , h e pushed fo r ward and d i d not fee l he had any 

elevat o r cont r ol . He was unsure o f what happened . 

He r ecently purchased the aircraft and put it t ogethe r . I t was i n thr ee part s ; cente r -

wings - tai l . He put the aircraft t ogether and f lew it 6 o r 7 t i mes befor e accident . 
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DIGEST (CONT ) 

Cont f r om p revious page : 
I asked h i m when he put the a i rcraft t oget her what t ype o f bol t woul d be used to connect 
the e l evat or control rod wit h the e l evat or b racket ? He s t a t ed i t wou l d require a f i ber nut 
or a castl e nut wi th cot te r p i n . I asked h i m what he wou l d use . He stated he would use 
the cas t le nut wit h cott er pin . I t han asked h i m i f he remembers ins t a l l i ng t he nut t o the 
e l evat or control and he d i d not remember . 

Addi t i ona l i n f ormati on : 

The engi ne i s a 503 CTI 
Someone on t he g r ound thought the engi ne qui t but Mr . Bi pes fel t t hat was assumed s i nce he 
re tarded t he t h rot t l e i t would appear to qui t . 
He has a 10 gal tank and he had 5 gal l ons o f f uel . He got t he non-oxyenat ed f uel from t he 
local gas s t a t ion wi thin a f ew days o f t he accident . 

He stated he was 1 60 l bs on day o f f l i ght . He es t imat ed passenger was also 160 lbs . 
He also s t a t ed aft er he bounced twice , he should have aborted takeof f . 
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