Washington County Sheriff's Office

Incident Report

Incident:
Accident Investigation
Incident Report Number: Between: Date - Time And/At: Date-Time
17-022212 6/15/17 | 11:14
Incident Location:
Hy 83/Terry Rd;ET
CFS Code-1: CFS Code-2: CFS Code-3: Offense Code-4:
9008
CFS Code-5: CFS Code-6: CFS Code-7: CFS Code-8:
Name (Last, First, Middle) DOB: Race/Sex
Address: (Address, City, State, Zip) Home Phone Number
Employer Work Phone Number
Employer Address Cell Phone Number
Name (Last, First, Middle) DOB: Race/Sex
Address: (Address, City, State, Zip) Home Phone Number
Employer Work Phone Number
Employer Address Cell Phone Number
SUMVARY
On Thursday, 06-15-2017, at 11:14 a.m, a silver hot-air, propane fired airship,

owned by AIRSIGN, of Florida,
Town of Erin, causing injury to the single occupant,
|l ocated out in a field, east of the residence.
medi cal facility.

the pilot.

crashed to the ground on the property of 1386 STH 83,

The airship was

The pilot was air transported to a

Vehicle Information: ( Year, Make, Model, Style, Color)

License Number: State: Expiration Year: Vin: Insurance Company:
Other Vehicle Information: NCIC#
Reporting Officer(s): Payroll Number: Payroll Number: Report Date:
Virchow, Ronald E. 441 06/15/2017
Time Received: Time Cleared: Unit(s) Assigned: Pages: 1 G 5
11:15:37 19:49:10 |403, 411, 441, 471, 485, 426, |
Reviewed by: Payroll Number Copy To
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation
Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:
17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

| nformati onal -4

I B B B N ' . 53027
o8

H: W i [ ]
Eyes: Il Conpl exi on: [
Home Phone: ( EEEEEEEE ~ Ce'! Phone: (  |EEEEEG_—G

NARRATI VE

On Thursday, 06/15/2017, at 11:15 a.m | did hear a broadcast over Sheriff's Departnent
radio that a blinp was on fire and was goi ng down.

I did respond fromthe Erin Town Hall parking lot as | had been investigating conplaint
nunber 2017-22192, which is related to this matter. Upon responding initially to | HY
83 and did observe Police squads at that location. | did hear a broadcast from DEPUTY
L' Allier/485, who stated that somebody should try accessing the crash fromDublin Drive.

I had been out at the |l fa-rmearlier and noted that they had farmlanes that may
go back to that area of the crash site.

I did meet with |l B o stated that a squad car would not likely make it back
there, however, he could take nme in the farmtruck. | did quickly obtain nmy squad first
aid kit and squad fire extinguisher and JJjjjij di d transport me or convey ne in the farm
truck down the farm | anes.

After a couple nminutes | was able to access the crash site, however, by that time Law

Enf orcement and Medi cal was on scene. | was advised that there may be propane tanks in
the burning airship and was told to stay wide of the aircraft. | did walk through high
weeds over to the crash site and did observe a propane tank, which |later was deternined to
be al ready comprom sed. Upon ny arrival to where the pilot was, he was being attended to
by HARTFORD EMERGENCY SERVI CES and W SCONSI N STATE PATROL and ot her Law Enforcenent on
scene.

After the pilot was taken fromthe scene, | did check the area of the high grass/farm
field that | had wal ked through and did | ocate the conprom sed propane tank, which had the
bottommssing. It did appear that the bottomhad blown free of the tank. | did also

| ocate an approximately 3'x2' piece of the airship in the field near the access road. |
did mark these itens so they could be nore easily found by investigating personnel.

It should be noted that CAPTAIN THEUSCH was on scene and did request that | interview

I B basced upon the prior conplaint.

I did not have ny squad accessible to me as it was approxi mately 30 m nutes away by
wal king. | did neet up with a MLWAUKEE POLI CE Supervi sor or Detective and a FEDERAL
BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATI ON (FBI) agent both in the bonb unit, who had responded to the scene.

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:

Virchow, Ronal d E. 441 3O 5



vinothkumar
Rectangle


Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

These two agents agreed to give ne a ride to meet up with |l I 2s they had

al so wanted to interview him As we were wal king back to their Law Enforcenment vehicle, |
did recognize |l B fromearlier, who had now conme down the farmlane on his

Al'l -Terrain Vehicle. stated that he had been on the farmin his bedroom when he
heard two | arge “boons.” stated that he | ooked out and saw snmoke and the airship
had al ready been down. stated that he was informed by a nei ghbor by the name of
RACHAEL I that the blinp had crashed.

stated, when asked about his father, that his father had been frustrated with the
blinp taking off and scaring both his cattle and the deer. | stated that his father,
bel i eved that sone of his fencing was now down due to the animals being
spooked and running through it. |Jjji] stated that his father was angry at the time and
want ed sonet hing done about the airship. |l stated that he was not present when

called the Sheriff's Department. |Ji] stated however he was present when

Deputies arrived on scene. [l stated that his father was irate about the blinp,
however, after speaking with the respondi ng Deputies he called the FEDERAL AVI ATI ON
ADM NI STRATI ON (FAA) and had cal med down. |l stated that ] had then left and
attended the US OPEN of the United States CGolf Association.

stated that he has never known his father to be a nmenber of any anti-governnent
organi zation or subscribe to any anti-governnent information or propaganda. [Jjjij stated
that his father does disagree at tinmes with Townshi p i ssues, but has never heard
ever threatening anyone because of such issues. |JJi] stated that | Vords to the
Di spat cher was out of anger and frustration, and i stated that he felt his father
woul d never act upon it. |l Was asked about firearns, and Jjjjij stated that his father
does own a 12 gauge shotgun and a .22 long rifle. |Jjjjij stated that he hinmself owns a .22
long rifle, a .223 rifle, a 12 gauge shotgun, and a 9 mm pistol.

After speaking with il ' was conveyed by the FBI agent to neet with I
in the area of HY 83 and Cork Lane as contact had been nade by the FBI agent w th | N

I was informed by CAPTAIN THEUSCH t hat Washi ngton County Sheriff’s DETECTI VES DEM_LER and
KLOPFENSTEI N woul d al so be respondi ng.

We di d neet Washington County Sheriff’s Detectives at HY 83 and Cork Lane, and we al so
learned that | I had arrived at the Joint Qperation Center at ERIN HILLS
i mediately off of Cork Lane. W did respond to that |ocation and did neet up with
I DETECTI VES KLOPFENSTEIN and DEMLER did speak with |l i » nv presence.

| did ask |l i f he was a nenber of any anti-government group or organization, and
I cdenied such. | said he did not have any out of the ordinary opinions of
governnent in general, although he said he does disagree with [ocal Township issues.

was asked if he owns any firearms, and |Jl] stated that he owns two .22 rifles,
a 12 gauge shotgun, and a 410 shotgun. |l stated that his son does own a pistol, a
. 223 scoped rifle, and a shot gun.

DETECTI VE DEMLER and/ or DETECTI VE KLOPFENSTEI N wi | | suppl enment this report regarding their

interview with I I

O her Deputies will supplenment this report with the information that they obtained.

I have no further information. This matter is open to the Detective Bureau.

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Supplementary Report

Incident Report Number: Incident Location: Incident Date:
17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:
17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017
DOB:

E——
L i US|

Eyes:
Cell Phone:( [N  ‘ore Phone: ([
NARRATI VE
I NI TI AL CALL
On June 15, 2017 at 11:15 a.m |, DEPUTY L' ALLI ER, was dispatched to a report of a

blinp that had crashed into a field between HY 83 and Dublin Drive in the Town of
Erin in Washi ngton County, Wsconsin. Dispatch advised one subject was injured.

ARRI VAL/ OBSERVATI ONS

I was driving northbound on HY 83 near Cork Road and observed the thernmal airshinp,

also referred to as a blinp, to the east of ny location. It appeared that the
thermal airship envel ope was losing air rapidly and | was soon di spatched to a report
of a blinp that had crashed into a field. | drove down the driveway of [Jjjj HY 83

and drove out onto a grass airfield, along with several W SCONSIN STATE TROOPERS.

In the field to the east of ny location | could see |arge flanmes shooting into the
air. | ran down to the crash site and observed the pilot, later identified as ||

lying on his back with burns to his face and he was conpl ai ni ng of neck and
back pain. EMS and RESCUE arrived on scene and cut off |l Norex flame
retardant coverall and took off his Nomex gloves. It appeared that |Jjjjjjij had
suffered burns to his face, |egs, chest, arns, and a | arge portion of his back. At
that time it was decided that due to |l serious injuries FLIGHT FOR LI FE woul d
be called and to transport il to the hospital.

VERBAL STATEMENT FROM PI LOT, [

Wi le |l ves being treated by EM5 on scene, | asked hi mwhat had happened to
cause the thermal airship to crash. |Jjjjjij to!'d ne that two panels failed and around
500 feet he started to prepare for an enmergency |landing. [Jll] sai d he shut off the
two fuel valves below himand attenpted to shut off the fuel valve behind him He
then tightened his restraints and prepared to crash into the ground. |l wes then
| oaded onto a backboard and transported in the back of a RESCUE pickup truck to the
desi gnated | andi ng zone where he was transported by helicopter to FROEDTERT HOSPI TAL.

DETECTI VE KLOPFENSTEI N responded to the hospital. Refer to DETECTI VE KLOPFENSTEI N s
report for further information.

STATEMENT FROM CREW CH EF |

I made contact with Crew Chief |} 33l I o told ne the followi ng. He works
for AirSign Aerial Advertising out of Wlliston, Florida. They are at the US OPEN

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

doi ng advertising for Penfed Banking and Investing. Today they started blinp flights
around 8:30 a.m Contract pilot, |l B es piloting the thermal airship.
Around 10:40 a.m |l ' anded the airship and they topped off the fuel.

t ook back off around 11: 00 a.m and he was going back up for another flight.

radi oed after being in the air for 15 minutes that he was going to | and because the
wi nd was pi cking up.

As Hl 'es conming to land at about 500 feet, the envelope lost all the air and
just started to cone down and started on fire. He and the rest of the ground crew
started runni ng where they thought the thermal airship would end up. Once he got
closer he started yelling |l nare. He heard ]l ve'!ing and ran to his
location. [l “es on his back and he pulled himas far away as he coul d before
the tanks expl oded. He believes he got about 50 feet away when one of the tanks
expl oded so he pulled il another 75 feet away to get himto a safe |ocation.

I (hen conpleted a witten statement, which will be attached to this report.

STATEMENT FROM GROUND CREW MEVBER [N I

I to/d me the following. | s rart of the ground crew for the blinp
and he was getting ready to sit down when he overheard the radio that the wi nds were
bad and |l Wes going to try to land. As |l began his decent he ran into

wi nd, which started to lift the blinp up and nade it inpossible to land. The wi nd
blew the blinp up higher and il started goi ng backwards away from the runaway
towards a grassy field.

They started to run across the field to be there when il ' anded and saw the front
of the blinmp shrivel up. Inmrediately the blinp envel ope started on fire and the
whol e blinp and gondol a began to fall. He turned around and ran back to the trailer
to grab the fire extinguisher. After he got the fire extingui sher he ran across the
farmfield to where the blinp had crashed.

As he ran he saw the blinp in flanmes and an expl osi on happened. He watched his
brother, | rv'! the pilot, | avey fromthe crash and he rushed over to
try to help and possibly use the fire extinguisher. He stayed with il and

and the other two ground crew nenbers until the Police and Fire arrived and
told themto nove to a safer distance.

I comleted a witten statement, which will be attached to this report.

STATEMENT FROM GROUND CREW MEVBER | I

I (o d ne fromwhat he saw the balloon part of the airship ripped on the
underside and then it began to deflate in the air before it began to fall. He and
his coworkers started running in the direction that it was falling and he saw it fall
pretty nuch the whole way until he lost sight of it behind the tree line. He got to
the trees and caught a bit of it again and it was on fire when he got half way across
the field. He saw one of his coworkers pulling the pilot away fromthe weckage so
he stopped running and waited for the three propane tanks in the airship to expl ode
before getting any closer. After those expl oded he went to check on the pilot and
his coworkers, who both seened fine except the pilot was burned and conpl ai ned of

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:

Lallier, Tyler J. 485 3O 5
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

back and neck pain. After that he saw STATE Troopers com ng that way so he went to
answer any questions they had.

I completed a witten statement, which will be attached to this report.

STATEMENT FROM GROUND CREW MEMVBER [N NN

I to/d nme the following. He was on rope duty and was waiting for the pilot to
| and. The wi nd picked up speed and caused the blinp to spark a fire.
grabbed the fire extinguisher, and he ran across the field with |l 2" N
The blinmp then crashed, landed into a nearby field across fromthe |anding strip.
happened so fast and as they were running they were yelling out nane. As
they ran closer |l roked his head up. |l ran over to and told them
to stay put. | rv''ed I avey fromthe incident. There was then an

expl osi on and around five seconds |later there was a second expl osion. Around the
third expl osion the Medical staff, FIRE DEPARTMENT, as well as the Sheriff’s
Department, arrived on scene.

It

I rrovided a witten statement, which will be attached to this report.

STATEMENT FROM W TNESS |

I stated he saw the blinp flying around nornally for a little while, then he
noticed that it was in the back field. It seened like it was going up and down and
not nore than a couple mnutes later it crashed. |t happened fast. [Jjjj] stated he
was in the driveway of his residence, JJjjij HY 83, when this occurred.

I rrovided a witten statement, which will be attached to this report.

THERVAL Al RSHI P DESCRI PTI ON

Type: Thernmal hot airship
Make: Gef e-d uf GVvBH

Model : AS 105 G4

Serial #: 0010

Certificate of Air Wirthiness #: 0675541001
Nationality and Regi stration narks: G SUNA

I nsured by the Schantz Agency
I nsured for Balloonist by Balloonist

Policy #: |
Advertising for Penfed

DI SPCSI TI ON

I remai ned on scene until two NATI ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON SAFETY BQOARD representatives
and one FEDERAL AVI ATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON representative arrived on scene to

i nvestigate the crash further. | remained on scene until the thernal airship was
renoved by MAYER S AVI ATI ON CORPCRATI ON.

No further information.

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:

Lallier, Tyler J. 485 4 OF 5
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Supplementary Report

Incident Date:

Incident Report Number: Incident Location:

17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

New Incident: Original CFS Code - 1: New CFS Code -1 : New CFS Code - 2:
9008
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HT: |||l WI':

Eves: [N

Wt ness-4

I B B BN R | 53027
DOB:
H W Eleirs
Eyes:
I

Cel I Phone: (

NARRATI VE
On Thursday, June 15, 2017, |, DEPUTY JOSEPH LAGOSH 471/65695, was in full duty
uni form assigned to work patrol for the WAshington County Sheriff’'s Ofice. | was

schedul ed to work the hours of 10:00 a.m wuntil 10:00 p.m while operating marked
squad nunber 13

DI SPATCH

Reporting Officer(s): Payroll Number: Payroll Number: Report Date:
LaGosh, Joseph B. 471 06/ 16/ 2017
Reviewed by: Payroll Number: Copy To: Page:

434 405 10 4




Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, at 11:15 a.m while working patrol for the Washi ngton
County Sheriff’'s Ofice | overheard CAPTAI N THEUSCH 403 state over the Washington
County Sheriff’'s Ofice main D spatch channel that he was receiving information that
a blinmp flying near ERIN H LLS GOLF COURSE was on fire and in the process of falling
fromthe sky.

I did immediately begin to respond toward the area of HY 83 and Holy Hi Il Road where
it was reported that the blinp was coming down. Prior to ny arrival on scene
DEPUTI ES L' ALLI ER and VIRCHOWN did arrive along with nultiple STATE Troopers and
RESCUE squads.

ARRI VAL ON SCENE

I continued to respond to the scene to assist with scene nanagenment. Upon arrival on
scene | did imediately at the direction of CAPTAIN THEUSCH obt ai ned the camera from
squad 35, the squad of DEPUTY L' ALLI ER and began to take photographs to docunent the

scene. | did then also remain on scene for scene security while DEPUTY L' ALLI ER and
RESCUE personnel tended to the pilot of the aircraft. | did obtain a total of 16
phot ographs of the crash site. The photo log is as foll ows.

PHOTO LOG

Phot o 1: Burni ng blinmp weckage facing northeast

Phot o 2: W eckage facing east

Phot o 3: W eckage faci ng sout heast

Phot o 4: W eckage facing north

Phot o 5: Second hal f of the weckage facing north

Phot o 6: Part of a ruptured propane tank

Photo 7: W eckage faci ng nort hwest

Phot o 8: W eckage facing west

Phot o 9: W eckage faci ng sout hwest

Phot o 10: Cl ose up of weckage facing sout heast

Photo 11: Cl ose up of wreckage facing south

Photo 12: Cl ose up of weckage facing sout hwest

Photo 13: Various debris
Phot o 14: Various debris
Phot o 15: Rupt ured propane tank
Phot o 16: Rupt ured propane tank

After obtaining ny photographs of the scene | did remain on scene at the direction of
CAPTAIN THEUSCH to mai ntain scene security as the FAA and National Traffic Safety
Board were sending investigators to conduct an investigation of the crash.

| NTERVI EW W TH [ AND I

Wil e on scene | was advised of two workers that had been working in a nei ghboring
farmfield that had witnessed the accident. As there were multiple W SCONSI N STATE
Troopers on scene assisting with scene security, | did respond and spoke wth [N

I od I

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

I 2d [l stated that that they had been weed whacking in a neighboring field
when ] ran up to ]l stating that a blinp was on fire and falling out of the
sky. Both ] and ] stated they observed the blinp continue its decent until it
l'anded in a neighboring field behind a row of trees. |JJi] and ] stated they

i mediately got into their vehicle and attenpted to drive around to the other field
to assist with the crash. Both i and ] st ated upon rounding the bend in the
field and observing the crash, they did witness a | arge expl osion com ng fromthe
crash site. |l and I stated it was at this time that multiple First Responders
began to arrive on scene. |} and ] both stated they remained in the area to
assi st First Responders in locating and getting to the crash site.

I did then ask either or | or if they witnessed any mal functions with the
blinmp or anything suspicious prior to it falling. Both il and ] stated that
when they saw it, it just |ooked like “a deflated balloon” and that they had not
wi t nessed the mal function.

I did then ask both Jjjjj and if they would be willing to conplete witten
statements. Both and stated they woul d and conpleted witten statenents
provi ded by the Washi ngton County Sheriff's Ofice. Those statenents will be
attached to this suppl enment.

After obtaining statenents from |Jjjj and | did return to the crash site where
I maintained scene security while STATE PATROL di agramed the crash. | renained on
scene at the crash site until | was relieved by CAPTAIN THEUSCH and t he FEDERAL

AVI ATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON and NATI ONAL TRANSPORT SAFETY BQARD I nvestigators, who
arrived on scene to take over the investigation.

I NTERVI EW W TH I A\C

Later that evening at 7:39 p.m | responded to JJjjij Terry Rod in the Town of Erin,
Wsconsin, where | nmet with two nore witness of the blinp accident. Upon arrival on
scene at that address | did speak with |l B 2 Il B o both
stated that they had witnessed the blinp incident while they were sitting at the end
of their driveway.

In speaking with Il a2nd I they stated that while seated at the end of their
driveway they could see the blinp traveling back and forth over the trees and
buildings to their southeast. |l stated they could see the blinp flying for
approximately 2 to 3 hours and that they were cl ose enough to hear the propul sion
fans as the blinp would re-position itself. |l then stated that while watching
the blinp it did appear that the center of the balloon portion of the aircraft did
appear to sonmehow col | apse.

did state that it had billowed back out, however, shortly there after did
col l apse again taking on a “banana |ike” shape. |l stated that after the
bal | oon billowed the second tinme that what he perceived as the front of the aircraft
did appear to be begin dipping towards the ground nmoving froma horizontal position
to a vertical position. |l esti mated this change in position to take
approxi mately 45 seconds and that at the end of that tinme they did w tness an
explosion and fireball engulf the aircraft. |Jjjjjl] stated it was at that tinme that
the aircraft then began to fall below the tree line where they |ost view of the
aircraft. | stated they did shortly thereafter hear another explosion, which

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:

LaGosh, Joseph B. 471 30 4
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Continuation

Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

they believed to be comng fromthe aircraft, however, they could no | onger see the
aircraft or crash site at that tine.

I did then ask |l 2" Jl | f they both would be willing to conplete witten
statenents. stated he would and Jii] repr!ied that she did not wish to
conplete a statement as hers would be the sane as |l ' did then obtain a
witten statement from |l Which will be attached to this report.

At this time the investigation on the crash of the aircraft has been turned over to
the FAA and NTSB I nvestigators. For further information on this case, please refer to
DEPUTY VI RCHOW and DEPUTY L' ALLI ER s ot her attached reports.

No further infornation.

471/ 65695/ mew
06/ 16/ 2017

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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Washington County Sheriff's Office Supplementary Report

Incident Report Number: Incident Location: Incident Date:

17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

New Incident: Original CFS Code - 1: New CFS Code -1 : New CFS Code - 2:
9008
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NARRATI VE

| NI TI AL | NCI DENT

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, at approximately 12:00 p.m nyself and DETECTI VE
KLOFENSTEI N were requested to assist with interviews in reference to an Airship that
had crash | anded near Hy 83 and HY 167 in the Town of Erin.

Mysel f and DETECTI VE KLOPFENSTEI N responded to the scene and assisted with various
intervi ews.

| NTERVI EW OF | N

At approximately 2:10 p.m on Thursday, June 15, 2017, | spoke wi th [N

who is the Crew Chief of the AIRSIGN airship that had crash | anded in the Town of
Erin. Wile speaking with | Bl he stated he was with his Airship Gound Crew, as
well as his pilot, |l M 2s they started their norning on a private
airstrip. This airstrip was located in a farmfield approximately a half mle south
of HY 167 just east of HY 83 approximately one nmile east of ERIN H LLS GOLF COURSE i n
the Town of Erin. |l stated he was part of the crew of the non-ridged (no
frane) thernmal hot air Airship that was contracted for advertising throughout
portions of the US Open.

stated ]l ves piloting the non-ridged thermal hot Airship of which he had
piloted many times in the past. |l ves the | one occupant while the Airship was
inflight. | stated I | s 2 very experienced pilot and has had no issues
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17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

in the past with any type of flight difficulties. | stated I ri!oted the
first flight this nmorning some tine before 9:00 a.m on Thursday, June 15, 2017, and
then |l anded the airship shortly before 11:00 a.m to refuel. There were two full
I'iquid propane fuel tanks exchanged for replacenent of the enpties. The tanks were

| oaded aboard the Airship before the second flight. The second flight went back up
into the air shortly after 11: 00 a.m

stated approximately 10 to 15 minutes into the flight |Jjjjjjij rede the
decision to termnate the flight due to wind conditions. |Jjjjij rroceeded to descend
from approxi mately 1000 feet and was naking the approach to the |anding zone,
however, the airship cane across a thernal, which caused the airship to ascend to
approxi mately 500 feet. |l a0ain attenpted to descend again to set up to
approach the |anding zone. |l stated this is when he observed the top portion
of the airship envelope fold over and it appeared air was rel easing fromthe envel ope
rapidly. The airship started to rapidly descend. |l cbserved the nose of the
airship start on fire and came down abruptly and crash |landed into the farner’s
field.

stated he and the rest of his ground crew ran to the crash site.
stated he observed |} craw ing away fromthe weckage. The weckage was on
fire. | stated he dragged ] about 100 feet away from the w eckage.
I ves velling for I and the rest of the ground crew to stay low in fear of
the liquid propane tanks exploding. |l stated the ground crew stayed | ow and
took cover and shortly after |l heard two separate explosions. | stated
the propane tanks expl oded one after the other.

stated he spoke to i briefly after the crash, and ] stated that two
of the airship’s panels (canvas type rip stop material approximtely four feet by
four feet in size)had failed and il i medi atel y activated energency procedures
for a crash landing and shut off the fuel. The airship came to the ground quite
abruptly and crash |anded. |l stated RESCUE workers arrived on scene shortly
after. | Vves uvltimately flighted to FROEDTERT HOSPI TAL via FLIGHT FOR LIFE for
treatment of his injuries.

stated I 2 Ways wears a Nomex fire retardant suit along with Nonex fire
retardant gloves. |l stated he believed if il Wwoul d not have been wearing
the fire retardant suit he nay have been killed in the fire.

| NTERVI EW OF | I

At approximately 4:20 p.m | spoke with the pilot, | ] I | » the Surgical
Intensive Care Unit Room 16 of FRCOEDTERT HOSPI TAL. During ny conversation with

he was very lucid, coherent, articulate, and appeared to be a very
know edgeabl e pilot. |l was on a 10 ninute self-medicating 1V with the pain
medi cation of Dil audid.

Wil e speaking with il he stated he has been a certified pilot for over 30 years
in various aircraft including Fixed Wng, Airship and Balloons. |} stated he is
a contracted pilot throughout the nation and he has been with Al RSIGN for

approxi mately 2 years.

I stated on today’'s date he was piloting a non-ridged Airship. [l stated
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17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

the length of the Airship is approximately a half of a football field (50 yards) and
approximately 4 stories high. |l stated the airship was certified for 50 hours
of flight time under the annual inspection. The airship was operating within the
certification. |l stated sone tinme between 8:30 and 8:45 he piloted his initial
flight in the Town of Erin. He was up in the air approximtely two hours. He burned
through three tanks of fuel. This was |liquid propane and he had one tank left in
reserve. |l stated he always keeps one tank in reserve for |anding.

stated he landed for fuel shortly before 11:00 a.m The ground crew renoved three
enpty propane tanks and brought aboard two full fuel tanks so a total of fuel tanks
on the airship was three. |l stated he planned the second flight to last an hour.

descri bed the gondola area of the airship being a four subject cockpit.

stated he was in the forward seat on the right and the three tanks were behind
him | stated at approximately 11:00 a.m he began his second flight. He was
the sol e passenger of the Airship. He was in the air approxinmately 15 m nutes at
approxi mately 1000 feet and at that point |Jjjjjiij decided to terminate the second
flight because of wind conditions. |l stated he radioed his ground crew advising
them he was termnating the flight due to wind and he woul d be naneuvering to the
| andi ng zone.

I stated he descended to approximately 200 feet into the wind and then there was
a thermal push of air that pushed the Airship back up to approximately 500 feet.
I stated he was alnost at full throttle into the wind at 4500 RPM  He did this
to assist in the descent. He also attenpted to open the plexiglass “slider” that was
above himso he could release the hot air fromthe “envelope.” |l stated when he
was attenpting to do that the slider jamred and woul d not open. |l stated
shortly after trying to open the slider he heard a | oud pop, he | ooked up and
observed that one of the upper left aft panels of the envel ope had bl own out or split
open and then a few nonents | ater he heard anot her pop and he observed that a second
aft panel of the envel ope bl ew out. This panel was right next to the previous bl own
out panel .

I stated the nose of the Airship started to dive into the wind causing the nose
to “cave in” on itself. |l stated this is considered a “Catastrophic failure.”

stated he i medi ately inplenented the energency descent procedures. He
tightened the straps on his four point harness, imediately turned off the fuel tank
mani fold, and pulled the air relief valve (10 feet by 20 feet panel rel ease opening
Vel cro type closure)to release all the air fromthe envel ope for a rapid descent.

stated “It is better to crash hard than explode in the air.” |l stated
the nose of the airship nust have reached the burner and there was still residual
fuel inthe lines and this ultimately started the envel ope on fire.

stated he immedi ately braced for inmpact. He was sitting in the cockpit. He
'eaned forward to cover his face. He felt the fire and the heat. [Jjjlj stated he
was wearing a Nonex fire retardant flight suit, along with Nonmex gl oves.
stated the crash | andi ng happened very qui ckly. stated “It was 10 seconds of
absolute terror.” |l stated the gondola struck the ground with a violent inpact
on its wheels then tipped over onto its side. [l saw fire and i mediately
uncl i pped fromhis four point harness.

does not believe he ever |ost consciousness. stated he began to craw
fromthe weckage. He was approximtely 50 feet fromthe airship when the ground
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crew arrived. stated he yelled to the ground crew to stay lowto the ground
because the liquid propane tanks would explode. |l stated his Crew Chief,

pul I ed anot her hundred feet away fromthe weckage and that is when
heard the first fuel tank explode and then shortly thereafter the second fuel
tank expl oded.

stated his back was burned and his neck was burned. He felt burns to his
face, and he felt a great deal of pain in his back. |Jjji] stated it did not take
long for RESCUE to arrive on scene, and he was flighted to the hospital.

stated he flew this type of Airship many tines. He has never crashed prior to
today. |l stated on other Airships he had to nake two unschedul ed | andi ngs on
prior occasions, and al so during another flight he had a bl own engi ne, however, all
three of these unschedul ed | andings he was able to land safely w thout injury.

stated while piloting an Airship he has never had a panel bl ow out.
stated it has happened to other pilots where one panel has bl own out, but |l has
never heard of two panels blowi ng out. |l stated when one panel blows out the
pilot is able to land the Airship safely, however, when two panels bl ow out, too nuch
air escapes causing an uncontroll ed descent and emergency procedures have to be
i mpl ement ed i mredi ately.

I stated through his training and experience nothing he did or did not do was
the cause was the panel blowout. |l stated it’s sinply an equipnent failure and
that the Airship was an “ol der airship” and the fabric and canvass panels get old and
fail. |l stated the Airship had a 50 hour certification clearance to fly and it
was operated within that 50 hour certification. Annual inspection perforned in

Sept enber of 2016.

CONVERSATI ON W TH THE MEDI CAL STAFF

I spoke briefly to the medical staff who were attending to il at FROEDTERT
HOSPI TAL. |l had sustained second degree burns to his right upper cheek and
| oner eye area, second degree burns to the right side of his back, second degree
burns to the back of his neck, and a fractured T7 vertebra (center of back and
spi ne) .

No further information.

426/ 1057/ mew
06/ 16/ 2017
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17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017
DoB:
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Eyes:
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PROPERTY LI ST

Seg# Reason Make/ Model Description/ Seri al # Quan/ Val ue
17- 000835
1 EVI CD-R Airship Crash 1. 000
I nvestigation - Airship $1. 00
Crash Rel ated Videos (7) [ Recover ed]
Vi deos Various Sources
2 EVI CD-R Airship Crash 1. 000
I nvestigation - 911 Calls $1. 00
(5) CGalls and I C2! ! [ Recover ed]
17- 000858
1 EVI CD-R Airship Crash 1. 000
I nvestigation - 911 $1. 00
Recorded Call - N [ Recover ed]
2 EVI CD-R Airship Crash 1. 000
I nvestigation - Photos and $1. 00
Video I [ Recover ed]
NARRATI VE

I NI TI AL | NFORMATI ON

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, | was briefed by DETECTI VE LI EUTENANT KONSTANZ
about an advertising airship crash that occurred in an area east of the Erin
Hlls US. Open Golf Tournanent. DETECTIVE DEMLER and | were assigned to
assist in the investigation. | was advised the airship crashed to the ground
and burned and the pilot was injured and taken by Flight for Life to Froedtert
Hospital in M| waukee.

| contacted CAPTAIN THEUSCH and was briefed regarding the circunstances known
to this point. CAPTAIN THEUSCH was coordinating the initial response, scene
security and investigation.

The area the airship crashed was in a field just east of a grass airstrip
| ocated at il Hy- 83, Town of Erin, Washington County, Wsconsin. | was
advi sed t hat numerous people witnessed at |east portions of the airship
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Incident Report Number Incident Location: Incident Date:

17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

crash. DEPUTY L'ALLIER was in the area and observed the airship losing air,
descend rapidly and after the airship was on the ground observed flanmes at the
crash site.

SYNOPSI S

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, at approximately 11:15 a.m the Sheriff's Ofice
received the first of a series of 9-1-1 calls reporting the airship caught
fire and crashed in the area east of Hy. 83 and south of Hy. 167/ Holy Hil

Road. | obtained five separate 9-1-1 recorded calls and reviewed the calls.
The calls were all consistent reporting the airship in the air on fire and
crashing in the field. | preserved the 9-1-1 calls to a CD-R disc to be

attached to this case.

The airship is an advertising thernal hot air airship that was piloted by an
experienced comercial pilot with proper certification and that had been
contracted to fly in the area east of the Erin Hlls U S Open Golf
Tournament. The airship was flying within its annualized certification

The investigation revealed that there was a structural or nechani cal

failure to the envel ope of the airship causing the air to release and the
airship to descend rapidly. The pilot reported at | east two sewn fixed panels
of the envel ope fail ed causing the airship to nose dowward. The pil ot

i mpl ement ed ener gency descent procedures. The pilot shut off the fuel valves
to the burners and as the envel ope coll apsed the pilot believes fire from
resi dual burning of the burners caught the canvas envel ope material to start
on fire. The airship descended rapidly and crashed to the ground. The

ai rship ground crew assisted the pilot fromthe weckage and at |east tw LP
fuel tanks exploded. The pre-crash orientation of the airship was in a

sout hwest direction on the north side of the landing strip.

A witness approxinmately 1.16 mles northwest of the air ship had a

per pendi cul ar view of the right side of the airship and was wat ching the
maneuvers of the pilot. The witness reported the wind gusting and the pil ot
was mai ntai ning good control of the airship. The witness reports observing
the top center of the airship envelope "billow or buckle into a quarter noon
shape al nost dead center about four feet." He reports the airship regained
its shape then collapsed again in the center "taking a banana shape" and then
the airship tipped forward slowy to ultimtely what the witness estinmated was
a ten degree angle to the ground. He reports when the airship was tipped
forward he observed a three to five foot flash and then flame in the envel ope
as it caught fire.

The origin and cause of the failure will be investigated by the Federal
Avi ation Admi nistration (FAA) and the National Transportation Safety Board.
(NTSB) .
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There are a nunber of videos | obtained that had been posted to social nedia
and fromnews reports that depict the airship with catastrophic damage to the
envel ope and the airship descending rapidly. At |east one video | obtained
depicts the airship's inpact with the ground and nonments | ater what appears to
be the LP fuel tanks exploding. At |east one video | obtained fromthe air
depicts the airship burning on the ground and what appears to be the LP fuel
tanks exploding. | printed still inmages fromthe videos relevant to the
sequence of events as an attachnent to this case. | preserved seven separate
vi deos obtained fromvarious sources to a CD-R disc to be attached to this
case.

Deputies from Washi ngton County Sheriff's O fice and Wsconsin State Troopers
responded to the crash site. Richfield and Hartford Fire and Rescue responded
and Flight for Life was requested and responded to evacuate the pilot.

W sconsin State Patrol diagramed the crash site with their Total Station
Di agram ng Equi prent .

CONSTRUCTI ON AND OWNERSHI P OF THE Al RSHI P

On Friday, June 16, 2017, DETECTIVE DEMLER and | ret with |3l B CEO
of AIRSIGN, and |l I c'cw chief of the Aerial Blinp Division for
AIRSIGN, at the Sheriff's Ofice. | learned the airship is constructed of
approxi mately four by four foot panels sewn to create the envel ope which is
the airships shape. The panels above the pilot and in the area of the gondola
on the lower portion of the airship are nmade froma fire-resistant nateri al
such as Nomex as there is a greater potential for exposure to the LP fuel
burning system The panels on the other areas of the envel ope are not nade
froma fire-resistant material such as Hyperl ast.

The airship had last received its annualized inspection in Septenber 2016 and
was certified to fly fifty hours and it is believed to have been operating
within its certification at the time of the crash.

I B  ndicated he had met with NTSB I nvestigator Pam Sullivan prior
to meeting with nme. Hi s understanding after talking with the pilot, [N
and the NTSB Investigator is that three panels failed above and
slightly behind the pilot at the top of the airship. ||}l I descri bed
hi s understanding of the area that failed to be the top center panels or

i medi ate panels to the right or left of center. This area of failure

woul d generally be a perpendicular line fromthe ground. At this point it is
unknown what caused the failure of the three panels and the NTSB will have the
panel s exam ned.

The airship is an advertising airship owned by Al RSI GN AERI AL ADVERTI SI NG of

* Wlliston, Florida. AIRSIGN is an aerial advertising
conmpany that has been 1 n operation since 2008. The airship is a non-rigid
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thermal airship that was manufactured in Germany in 2011 and was purchased
used in Switzerland in 2012. The airship is UK-certified and with this
certification is certified to fly in the United States. To fly the airship
the pilot nmust have UK-certification and also be FAA-certified. The value of
the airship at the tine of purchase was approxinately HINNEEEE The airship
is kept at the conmpany in Florida and is transported to various |ocations by
trailer. The airship is insured with liability aviation insurance with W
Brown and Associ ates | nsurance Servi ces.

ADDI TI ONAL | NFORNMATI ON

During the neeting with | HEE 2 I B 2t the

Sheriff's Ofice we discussed the investigation to this point. | obtained
addi tional information about the conpany and specifically about the
construction and operations of the airship. The conpany owns two envel opes
and two gondol as, one of which was involved in the crash on Thursday, June 15,
2017.

advi sed he had nmet with NTSB Investigator Sullivan in Oshkosh
and | earned that the three panels that had failed had been |ocated directly
above and slightly behind the pilot. NISB investigators recovered the panels
and will be exam ning the panels to deternm ne the cause of the failure.

We di scussed flight operations of the airship fromthe airstrip the day of the
crash. The airship is brought to the flying site on a trailer with the

envel ope folded and the airship is assenbled and the envelope is filled with
hot air to fly. Thursday, June 15, 2017, was the first day the airship had
been flown for the Erin H Il Golf event.

The airship flew for two hours generally over the airstrip and then |landed to
refuel. The LP fuel tanks were replaced and the airship had two LP fuel tanks
and a third LP fuel tank as reserve. The plan was to fly for up to one hour
nore. The winds were strong approxinately ten to fifteen nminutes into the
flight and the pilot nade the decision to term nate the flight due to w nd
conditions. The wi nds were strong and possibly gusting but the w nd
conditions at the tinme of the failure were not known to be outside the
operating range of the airship.

The grass airstrip runs north/south and the pil ot was neki ng progress

predom nately with the nose of the airship into the wind and was in the area
of the north end of the airstrip close to being above the airstrip. The
ground crew was at the south end of the airstrip when the airship was

about two hundred feet and a thernal caused the airship to rise to about five
hundred feet. The airship encountered its failure at the north end of the
grass airstrip and drifted approximately three hundred thirty yards in a

sout heast direction to the crash site. |||} b0 I c ciled ne

two phot ographs of the airship gondola for reference.
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| expl ained the conplaint from ||} I 2bout airship operations and
the comment he nade about asking the 9-1-1 dispatcher if he could shoot the
airship down. | explained the investigation, interview and infornation

| earned. We discussed the scenario and feasibility of soneone shooting at the
airship and causing a failure to the panels. | explained that ultimtely
there is no evidence to support | W bci ng i nvolved in anyway in
the airship crash. 1In addition, the three panels that failed |ocated directly
above and slightly behind the pilot would not appear to support a failure of
the panels froma gunshot as this would indicate the shot would have conme from
generally directly below the airship and there were no peopl e under the
airship at the time of the failure.

SCENE CONTROL AND SECURI TY

Crash scene control and security was constantly nmaintained fromthe tinme first
responders arrived through the time FAA and NTSB investigators arrived and the
airship was renoved by Meyer's Aviation Corporation at which tine the airship
was rel eased to the custody of the FAA and NTSB investi gators.

PARTI CI PATI NG | NVESTI GATORS

DETECTI VE DAVI D KLOPFENSTEI N - Washi ngton County Sheriff's O fice
DETECTI VE HOPE DEMLER - Washi ngton County Sheriff's Ofice
DEPUTY RONALD VI RCHOW - Washi ngton County Sheriff's O fice

DEPUTY TYLER L' ALLI ER - Washi ngton County Sheriff's Ofice
DEPUTY JOSEPH LAGOSH - Washi ngton County Sheriff's O fice

W sconsin State Patrol

Pam Sul i van - NTSB | nvesti gat or

NoohkwhE

| received additional assistance froman agent of the FBI and deputies and
supervi sors from Washi ngton County Sheriff's O fi ce.

COVPLAI NT ABOQUT Al RSHI P OPERATI ONS

During the course of this investigation DEPUTY VI RCHONresponded to a citizen
complaint in reference to Washi ngton County Conpl ai nt #17-22192 on Thur sday,
June 15, 2017, froman area resident who called 9-1-1 at 8:53 a.m and spoke
with a Washington County Sheriff's O fice dispatcher. The subject, |

who resides and operates a farm at Dublin Drive, conplained
about the airship operating fromthe airstrip approximately .5 niles west of
his residence and farm commented to the dispatcher, "They
just landed a great big blinp off at the property next to me and its scaring
the living shit out of ny cattle.” comment ed, "They were
inflating it over there and nowits up there hovering, and | have cattle and
its scaring the hell out of them"™ goes on to describe the
blinp and describes that it is flying as part of the Erin Hlls CGolf
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Tour nanent .

After providing his name, address and cell phone nunber to

the dispatcher, | B coments to the dispatcher, "Can | shoot the
son-of -a-bitch down?" | I tcre of voice was nore sarcastic
than threatening and he was told no and that a squad woul d be sent over right

avay. | B ' csronded, "Thank you. "

DEPUTY VIRCHOW arrived within 5 to 10 minutes of | ca'! and net with

at his residence. | Ves upset that the airship was
using the grass airstrip at JJjjij Hy.- 83 and insisted that the airship would
need permts and the owner of the airstrip, |} ] I s on the Erin Town
Board and may have sonehow circunvented the | ocation ordi nances or pernits
required to allow the airship to operate fromthe airstrip.

DEPUTY VI RCHOW was aware of the comment | I cde about shooting
the airship. DEPUTY VI RCHOW addressed the comments |l nede to the

di spatcher. DEPUTY VIRCHOWN | ater advised that |l ncver nade that
comrent in his presence. DEPUTY VI RCHOW advi sed to contact the FAA
to inquire about necessary pernits and he advised |l t hat he woul d
check to see if town ordi nance woul d cover the issue.

DEPUTY VI RCHOWNt hen foll owed up with the owner of the airstrip and spoke with
the crew chief, | I B 2t acproximately 9:25 a.m

DEPUTY VI RCHOW was advi sed by CREW CH EF |l B t hey woul d be flying
the airship another thirty to forty-five m nutes dependi ng upon the weat her
conditions and that there were higher than expected winds later this norning
and conditions were being nonitored.

DEPUTY VI RCHOW observed the airship in the air and noted the rudder

functioning. DEPUTY VIRCHONfollowed up with |l I ower of the
airstrip and the then with the Erin Town Cerk. There were no violations
of FAA, state or local regulations and the airship was operating |egally.

SUSPI Cl QUS Cl RCUMSTANCE

According to the conputer-aided di spatch screen, DEPUTY VI RCHOVN was entering

names of subjects fromthe previous conplaint about the airship into the call

screen at 10:33 a.m At 11:15 a.m Dispatch received the first of a series of
9-1-1 calls reporting the airship caught fire and crashed in the area east

of Hy. 83 and south of Hy. 167/Holy Hi Il Road. DEPUTY VI RCHOWN responded from
Erin Town Hall which is approximtely three-quarters of a nmle to the north of
the airstrip. DEPUTY L' ALLIER radi oed that a squad should try to access the

crash site fromDublin Drive.

DEPUTY VI RCHOW responded directly back to the |l ' esi dence and farm at

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

Dublin Drive and arrived at 11:23 a.m DEPUTY VI RCHOW i mmedi ately made
contact with _ _ son, - _ and was advi sed a squad
car would not be able to access the crash site due to the condition of the
field and farmlanes. |l M drove DEPUTY VIRCHOWIn a pickup truck
down a farmlane west towards the crash site and DEPUTY VI RCHOW began wal ki ng
the rest of the way.

DEPUTY VI RCHOW conmrents in his supplenment the crash site is about thirty

m nutes away fromthe |l ' esi dence by wal king. By the tine DEPUTY

VI RCHOWV was cl ose to the crash other energency responders were at the site and
he was advised to stay clear of the site due to the fire and expl osi ons.

After the pilot was evacuated fromthe crash site and the area was secure,
DEPUTY VI RCHOW | ocat ed sone debris in the field including a conprom sed

LP fuel tank.

DEPUTY VIRCHOWwas directed to re-interview ||} 3 T based upon the
prior conplaint and his comments to the 9-1-1 dispatcher. It had taken DEPUTY
VIRCHOWthirty mnutes to wal k through the field to the crash site and he was
no longer near his squad. He nmet with a M| waukee Police Departnent

supervi sor and an FBI agent that were onsite as part of the security detail
for the golf event. They traveled back to the BB ' esi dence and farm on
Dublin Drive.

B s2id he was at the residence in his bedroomwhen he heard the
two explosions. He said his father |} B I had cal mred down after
tal king with DEPUTY VI RCHOW and contacting the FAA and then had left to attend
the Erin Colf event.

When DETECTI VE DEMLER and | arrived we were assigned the task of |ocating and
interviewng |l B ' Ves advised by an FBI agent that

had been contacted and stated he was on the Erin Hlls Golf Course
as a spectator. | I '2s requested to respond to the area of the
Joint Operation Center (JOC). DETECTIVE DEMLER and | responded to the JOC and

i ntervieved [ I

I introduced nyself and DETECTI VE DEMLER as detectives for Washi ngton County
Sheriff's Ofice and | explained that | would |like to talk to himabout sone
events of the day. ||} M '2s cooperative and agreed to speak with
us. W were provided an air conditioned building for the interview. || IR
was acconpanied by his sister, ||| | |} I B B 'os not
at resi dence when he conpl ai ned about the airship and they nmet up
afterwards to attend the golf event. | requested that |l ' eave the
building so | could speak with il &' one and she agreed.

| interviewed
present.
asked hi m why.

wi t h DETECTI VE DEMLER, DEPUTY VI RCHOW and an FBI agent
sai d he knew soneone would want to speak with himand |
He responded he expected someone would want to talk with him

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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17- 022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017
due to the conplaint he made and sone conments he nade earlier about the
airship. | asked what kind of a corment he nmade. | sai d he told
someone he was going to shoot the blinp dowmn. | asked himwho he made the

comment to and | sai d he did not remenber if he told the deputy or the
di spat cher.

| asked himwhy he would say that. |l sai d he was upset that the blinp
was flying fromthe airstrip to the west of his property. He said he did not
believe the blinp could legally fly fromthe airstrip and did not think proper
permts had been obtained. |l s2ai d he has lived at the farmfor
Ssi Xxty-one years and the airstrip is a private airstrip. He said he did not
have as nmuch of a problemw th the airship as he did with the property and
airstrip owner. He described the ongoing conflict with the owner,

about aircraft using the landing strip. He said the noise from
aircraft disturb his cattle and cause problens when his cattle or deer are
spooked and break the fences. He said his cattle react badly to hot-air
bal | oons.

said he tried to contact the FAA in MIwaukee and when he coul d not
get through he called the Sheriff's Ofice to conplain. He set he net with
the deputy and expressed his concerns and later, around 9:30 a.m, he tal ked
on the phone with sonmeone fromthe FAA about permts. He said he considered
the issue over and intended to try to resolve the issues with the town board
at a later tine.

| asked | about his comment to shoot the airship. | sad
he was not serious and he had no intention to shoot the airship. He said this
was an of f-hand comment he nmade because he was frustrated.

| asked what types of guns he owns and |l described owning two
.22-caliber rifles, a 12-gauge shotgun and a .410-gauge shotgun and his son
Il ows a . 223 scoped rifle, a shotgun and a 9-nm handgun. | asked

if there was sone reason later if | wanted to | ook at the guns would
he allow me to do that. | sai d he had no problemw th that and
comrent ed he understood the concern about his comment in |ight of the airship
crash.

I said that after talking with the deputies and the FAA he net with
his sister around 10 a.m and they went to attend the Erin Hills Golf event.
He said they were screened by security and entered the event through the nmain
gate. I B 2nd his sister, | I had Thursday, June 15,
2017, gallery passes. | B 02 'ery pass is 74TGP08140 and

I oc 'ery pass is 74TGP08141.

| phot ographed t he passes and | earned both passes were scanned in at the main
gate at 10:38 a.m The time of the first 9-1-1 call reporting the airship in
distress is 11:15 a. m

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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The main gate is approximately one nmle west/northwest fromthe airstrip where

the airship encountered the first problens. The residence is
approximately .52 mles or nine hundred sixteen yards east/southeast fromthe
airstrip where the airship encountered the first problens.

was asked directly if he shot at the airship and he said he
did not. He was asked directly if he tanpered with the airship or interfered
inits flight operations in anyway and he said he did not.

was cooperative during ny interview and conpleted a witten and signed
statenent that | will attach to this case.

PHOTO LOG - DETECTI VE KLOPFENSTEI N

| phot ographed the gallery passes and then
took overall photos of the crash scene and
evi dence. The scene was preserved for the

responded to the crash scene. |
did not mani pul ate or gather any
FAA and NTSB i nvestigators.

1. S W oc | ery pass
2. B o2l lery pass
3. Field area with evidence flags to the west of inpact site
4, Field area with evidence flags to the west of inpact site
5. Field area with evidence flags to the west of inpact site
6. Field area with evidence flags to the west of inpact site
7. Field area with evidence flags to the west of inpact site
8. Field area with evidence flags to the west of inpact site
9. Area of i npact
10. Area of inpact
11. Evidence flags in field
12. Evidence flags in field
13. Evidence flags in field
14. Evidence flags in field
15. Airship debris
16. Airship debris
17. Airship debris
18. CGondol a wreckage
19. Condol a wreckage
20. CGondol a weckage
21. CGondol a and envel ope wr eckage
22. (Gondol a and envel ope w eckage
23. (Gondol a weckage
24. (Gondol a and envel ope w eckage
25. (Gondol a and envel ope w eckage
26. Envel ope wreckage
27. Envel ope wr eckage
28. Airship debris
29. Airship debris
Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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30. Airship debris
31. Airship debris

| later burned all the photographs taken during nmy investigation onto a CD-R
disc and verified that the disc burned properly then filed this disc follow ng
Sheriff's Ofice procedures.

DEPUTY LAGOSH took initial photographs of the airship crash site, filed these
phot os and conpl eted a suppl enment for this case.

DEPUTY KAPLA obt ai ned phot ographs from Wsconsin State Patrol Troop N
Johnson which includes el even photographs of the airship crash site.

PHOTO LOG - DEPUTY KAPLA/ TROOPER JOHNSON

Airship crash site
Airship crash site
Airship crash site
Airship crash site
Airship crash site
Airship crash site
Airship crash site
Airship crash site
. Airship crash site
0. Airship crash site
1. Airship crash site

RO NoO kWD E

| later burned all of these photographs taken onto a CD-R disc, verified that
the disc burned properly and filed this disc following Sheriff's Ofice
procedur es.

W TNESS STATEMENTS

Thur sday, June 15, 2017, DETECTI VE DEMLER conducted a phone interview of
I B (he crew chief for the airship.

DETECTI VE DEMLER and | then interviewed the pilot of the airship,
at Froedtert Hospital in MIwaukee. DETECTIVE DEMLER wi |l docunent
the infornation |l earned in a suppl enent.

During the course of this investigation DEPUTY VI RCHOWN DEPUTY L' ALLI ER, and
DEPUTY LAGOSH took the opportunity to speak with airship ground crew nmenbers
and witnesses and obtained statenments. The deputies will docunent the
information | earned in separate suppl enents.

W TNESS [ I

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, DEPUTY LAGCSH intervieved [l I = ¢

B @nc obtained a written statenent from NN NN NN EEEN

and |l B 'cre sitting at the end of their driveway at -I Terry

Road which is approximately 1.16 mles northwest of the airstrip. revi ewed

DEPUTY LAGOSH S suppl enent and |l I st at enent .

On Saturday, June 17, 2017, | conducted a foll ow up phone interview wth

to clarify some information. |l vas watching the airship
and said the pilot was maneuvering the airship well in slow steady flight. He
said the airship did not display any indication of problens and described the
Wi nds as gusty.

The airship ground crew chief described the airships pre-crash |ocation as
above and close to the north end of the grass airstrip and the orientation of
the airship as facing and flying in a southwest direction.

advi sed he has lived in the area all of his Iife and descri bed
the airship location as above the airfield and al so described the
orientation of the airship as facing and flying in a southwest direction.

said he had a perpendi cul ar view of the right side of the airship and
could see the conplete right-side profile including the nose,
gondol a, envelope and tail fins. |l sai d that he could hear the engine
as the pilot was adjusting the airship position.

| asked | ' f he heard any other noise or sound coming fromthe airship
during flight and he said the only other noise he heard during flight was when
the canvas started on fire. He said he heard explosions but this was after
the airships inpact with the ground.

said the airship descended to the ground behind a tree line and he did
not see the fire or explosions on the ground but could see the snoke.
said that he saw the top center of the airship envelope "billow or buckle into
a quarter noon shape" which he described as "al nost dead center"” at the
top profile of the envelope. | asked |l to estimate how far the top
buckl ed downward. He said that he could only estimate the top buckl ed "about
four feet" downward due to the distance and his perspective. He clarified
this and said that the very top profile of the envel ope buckl ed downward
initially and then the airship regained its shape and the again collapsed in
the center "taking a banana shape." He said the center collapsed downward a
second tinme and the airship then tipped forward slowy to ultimtely what he
estimated was a ten-degree angle to the ground.

I s2aid as the front of the airship dipped forward and down he observed
seeing a three to five foot dianeter flash and then flanme in the envel ope as
it caught fire. He said the airship then drifted sout hwest away from hi m and
he lost sight of the airship behind a tree Iine and did not see the inpact

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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17-022212 Hy 83/ Terry Rd; ET 06/ 15/ 2017

with the ground but heard expl osi ons and saw snoke.

W TNESS I I

On Monday, June 19, 2017, | net with |l I 2t her residence to
interview her regarding her observations of the airship. ||}l] I ' esi des
at i Dublin Drive, the first residence north of the resi dence and
farm approxi nately one hundred thirty-five yards to the north. The
residence is |ocated on the east side of Dublin Drive and the front of the
resi dence faces to the west toward the area of the airship's flight

operati ons.

her daughter-in-law |}l B 2nd her grandchildren had been
outside watching the airship all norning which she esti mated was about two
hours. She said they all went back into the house for |unch and were wat ching
the airship fromthe house. The residence has a | arge bay wi ndow with a
wi ndow seat and two wi ndows that were open on either side of the |arge bay
wi ndow. |l orandchildren were sitting on the w ndow seat watching the
airship as it was landing. There is an open area in the tree line in front of
her residence and the bay wi ndow. [Jjjij i ndicates, "M dining roomfaces the
area where we could continue to watch the blinp clearly."

Il said the airship appeared to be | anding and had come down to the top of
the tree line and then rose back up. She said she and her daughter-in-Iaw
were standing at the w ndow watchi ng because they thought the airship was
trying to land "so we watched it carefully."

| asked il i f she heard any noises at all when the airship began to have
trouble. She said the only sound she heard was the engine as the pilot was
maneuvering the airship. She conments in her statenent, "W didn't hear any
sounds. but suddenly we saw the blinp begin to crinkle and el ongate. Then we
saw flames and snoke and could see it comng down." [Jjjij said she saw
something fall off of the airship and she thought soneone had junped or
parachuted fromthe airship. [Jjjjj sai d she called 9-1-1 and the airship had
been down below the tree line for a while and then she heard two expl osi ons
and she saw a | ot of black snoke.

Il said her daughter-in-law [l aui ckly ran outside to her car and drove
to the north to see if she could help. [JJi] sai d ] had taken a short
video of the airship on the ground burning and several photos while it had
been flying with her cell phone. |Jjjij facilitated a phone call to |l and

was unavailable at this tinme so | nade arrangenents to neet with her on
Tueday, June 19, 2017.

provided me with a witten and signed two-page statenent that
w Il be attached to this case.

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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| also obtained the 9-1-1 call of |}l I contacting the Sheriff's Ofice

to report the airship crash and the explosions. | have burned a copy of |}
9-1-1 call to a CD-R disc and entered this disc into

Evi dence I nventory.

W TNESS I I

On Tuesday, June 20, 2017, | net with - _ - sai d t hat
she was staying with her children for the week at her nother-in-law s
residence at JJjjjij Dublin Drive. | ' ves just north of il and had
rented her residence out to one of the golfers participating in the golf
event .

I said she and |l and I chi!dren were outside in the front yard
at |l resi dence and had been watching the airship. She said

resi dence faces west and there is an opening in the tree line and the airship
was easily seen. |l sai d she took several photos of the airship while it
was flying. |l cormented it was windy and she could hear the engine of
the airship turn on and off while the pilot was maneuveri ng and changi ng
posi ti on.

| asked if the airship was flying around and JJjjjjiij said it was generally
always in the sane place over the airfield but would adjust its position for
t he wi nd.

I said they went inside the house to eat lunch and the children were
sitting on the wi ndow seat of |Jjjij di ni ng room bay w ndow wat ching the
airship. |l sai d the dining roombay w ndow faces to the west and they
coul d see the airship above the tree line. [} sai d she was standing at
the wi ndow wat ching al so and then the airship descended to just above the tree
l'ine and they thought it was going to |and.

said the airship then went back up in the air "at a fairly fast rate."
She described the airship rising faster than she had seen it before. She
expl ai ned that previously the airship rose, descended and flew sl ow and st eady
when she saw it flying and when it rose this tine it rose at a faster rate.

showed nme sonme photos she had taken while they were outside in
the front yard at il residence. |l sai d the airship was oriented in
generally the sane direction when they were watching through the front bay
wi ndow whi ch woul d be facing west/southwest. The view |l and ] had of
the airship would generally be the back fins and left side of the airship.

I had four photographs and one video. One of the photographs is of the
ai rship above her residence that a friend of hers texted to her and the
orientation of the airship in that photo is also generally facing

west / sout hwest .

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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said that when the airship went back up in the air she could hear the
engi ne of the airship and she noticed a cord drop fromthe airship toward the
ground. | asked il i f she heard any other noises while the airship was
flying, descending, rising again or when it started to deflate. ANGEAL said
there were no ot her noises other than the engine.

She said just after she saw the cord drop fromthe airship they noticed

the airship start to deflate. She commented they could tell something was
wong with the airship and then could see the material of the envel ope nelting
and saw flame. | sa d ] cal!ed 9-1-1 and the airship went down behind
the tree |ine.

said she got into her car and drove to her brother-in-law s house, just
north of i} resi dence, to see if she could help. She ran out into an
adj acent field and heard two expl osions. She could not see the airship at the
time of the explosions due to another tree |ine obscuring her vision. She
said by the time she reached the tree line and could see the airship people
were already there helping. [l sai d she took a short video of the airship
whi ch depicts the airship snoldering and snoke rising fromthe weckage.

said as she was wal king she saw |}l I criVvi ng his pickup
truck with a Sheriff's deputy in the truck driving toward the crash site. She
said they were driving toward the crash site and were told to back up because
the fire was still burning.

I said she did not see or hear anything that would have caused the
airship to crash. |l B rrovided ne with a witten and signed
two- page statenment that will be attached to this case.

VEATHER CONDI Tl ONS

| took the opportunity to review weather data |ocating data for Wat her
Station Erin Hills and Hartford KWHARTF24 from Weat her Under ground for
Thur sday, June 15, 2017. The airship took off fromthe airstrip for its
second flight approximately 11 a.m The time of the first 9-1-1 call
reporting the airship in distress is 11:15 a. m

10:57 a.m - Tenperature: 81.7 Degrees Fahrenheit
Dew Point: 71 Degrees Fahrenheit
Hum dity: 70 Percent
Wnd: West, 11.9 Ml es Per Hour

11:13 a.m - Tenperature: 82.4 Degrees Fahrenheit
Dew Point: 70.3 Degrees Fahrenheit
Hum dity: 67 Percent
Wnd: West, 14.5 M1l es Per Hour

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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| printed a copy of the weather data for Thursday, June 15, 2016, 10:06 a.m
through 11:39 a.m to be attached to this case.

SCENE DESCRI PTI ON

I conducted an initial scene exanination and the scene was ultimtely turned
over to the FAA and NTSB i nvesti gators.

Using Google Earth | determined the grass airstrip runs north/south and is
approxi mately one thousand three hundred feet |ong and seventy feet w de. |
plotted the locations of the | JqBJlll farm the airship crash site, the
airstrip, the approximate |l ocation of the ground crew and the airship
pre-crash, the Erin Hlls Golf Course and nmain entrance gate and the |ocation

of witness NN NN and witnesses NN and NN NN

The airstrip is approximately one miles east of the Erin Hills Golf Course in
a rural area of Washington County, east of Hy. 83, south of Hy. 167/ Holy Hil
Road. The airship encountered its failure at the north end of the grass
airstrip and drifted approximately three hundred thirty yards in a southeast
direction to the crash site. The airship crash siteis in a field
approximately one-half mle fromthe nearest road access. The airship inpact
and explosion was in tall grass in the field. | amunaware of any damage or
injury other than to the airship and the pilot.

SCENE FOLLOW UP

On Saturday, June 17, 2017, | contacted the owner of the grass airstrip at
B Y 83, I B and received pernmission to search the area of the
airstrip. DETECTIVE DEMLER and | wal ked the airstrip and | ocated nothi ng of
evidentiary val ue.

PHOTO LOG - SCENE FOLLOW UP

32. Airstrip facing northwest

33. Airstrip facing north

34. Airstrip facing northeast

35. Airstrip facing south

36. Airstrip facing southeast

37. Airstrip facing southeast toward crash site

| burned the photographs taken of the airstrip follow up with nmy initial
i nvestigati on photographs onto a CD-R disc, verified that the disc burned
properly and then filed this disc following Sheriff's Ofice procedures.

CONCLUSI ON
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The investigation into the airship crash on Thursday, June 15, 2017, reveal ed
there was likely structural or mechanical failure to the envel ope of the
airship causing the air to release and the airship to descend rapidly. The
wi nds were strong and possibly gusting approximately ten to fifteen m nutes
into the flight. The airship had possibly three panels of the envel ope fai
causing the airship to nose downward. The pilot inplenented emergency descent
procedures. It is believed fire fromresidual burning of the burners caught
t he canvas envel ope material to start on fire. The airship descended rapidly
and crashed to the ground. The pilot sustained injury and was airlifted by
Flight for Life to the hospital. The airship burned and after inpact with
the ground at |east two LP fuel tanks expl oded.

The pre-crash orientation of the airship was generally in a sout hwest
direction on the north side of the landing strip. The airship encountered its
failure at the north end of the grass airstrip and drifted approxi mately three
hundred thirty yards in a southeast direction to the crash site.

A witness with a perpendicular view of the right side of the airship reported
observing the top center of the airship envel ope buckle into a quarter noon
shape al nost dead center at the top of the envel ope then reports the airship
regai ned its shape then collapsed in the center causing the airship to tip
forward and ultimately what he estimated was a ten-degree angle to

the ground. The witness reported seeing a three to five foot flash and then
flame in the envelope as it caught fire.

I NVESTI GATI ON STATUS

The Washi ngton County Sheriff's Ofice investigation is closed. There is no
i ndi cation or evidence that intentional human involvenent is directly or
indirectly involved in the cause of the airship crash operating froma grass
airstrip located at Jjjjjj Hy- 83, Town of Erin, Washington County, Wsconsin,
on Thursday, June 15, 2017.

On Sunday, June 18, 2017, | contacted

wife, to inquire about his condition and advi se her of the disposition of the
Washi ngt on County Sheriff's O fice investigation. | previously provided her
with my contact information in the event there are questions or concerns in
the future.

On Sunday, June 18, 2017, | contacted | B 2nd advised himof the

di sposition of the Washington County Sheriff's Ofice investigation. |

provi ded the investigation case nunber and advi sed that investigative
materials woul d be available within the next week through the Sheriff's Ofice
Recor ds Di vi si on.

| have consulted with NTSB I nvestigator Pam Sullivan and will be forwarding
her information and reports fromthe Washi ngton County Sheriff's Ofice

Reporting Officer(s): ID Number ID Number Pages:
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investigation. The origin and cause of the airship failure wll
i nvestigated by FAA and NTSB.

| have no further information at this tine.

be

ATTACHVENTS

* PENFED ai rship photos (1 page)

* Airship gondola photos (1 page)

* Airship crash photos (2 pages)

* \Wather data for Thursday, June 15, 2017 (2 pages)

* (Google Earth Pin Maps (3 pages)

* Witten Staterent - |IINNE I (1 rage)

* Witten Statenment - |l I (2 prages)

* Witten Statenent - (2 pages)

* |nvestigation photographs - DETECTI VE KLOPFENSTEI N - CD-R photo disc

* Investigation photographs - DEPUTY LAGOSH - CD-R photo disc

* |nvestigation photographs - DEPUTY KAPLA ( TROOPER JOHNSON) - CD-R photo
di sc

* 9-1-1 recorded calls - five calls and |l c2'! - CO-R disc (Evidence
| nvent ory)

* Airship crash related videos - 7 videos - CD-R disc (Evidence Inventory)
* 9-1-1 recorded call - N - CD-R (Evidence Inventory)

*

Photos and Video - |l M - CO R (Evidence Inventory

427/ 475/ | ad
06- 20- 2017
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