
Communication Summary 
 
May 26, 2017 
 
 
Information from:  Brandon Molina to Inspector Joseph 
Saunders 
 
 
Summary & Factual Information:  Mr. Molina, in part, in a statement to FAA 
Inspector Saunders reported, “On May 26, 2017 at approximately 12:10pm, I was 
at our flight desk with two of our students ... along with another flight instructor ... 
when listening to the CTAF we heard a bonanza report on a straight in final for 
RWY 13. As the bonanza passed on the low approach we watched a red colored 
biplane depart RWY 13. We noticed that he rotated before RWY 04/22 and made a 
sharp left turn to the north about abeam the FAH VOR. The turnout was low to the 
ground and approximately 45 degrees or grater clearing the trees to by 50 to 100 
feet. The biplane departed the area to the west/southwest at a lower than normal 
altitude. 
 
After the plane had left the area I made comment to our students on how and why 
that was not a preferred way to leave an airport environment discussing the legality 
versus what the AIM says is preferred and why we follow the procedures we have 
in place. The discussion of load factor and stall speed correlation on an aircraft 
aerodynamics. About 10 minutes later I received a phone call from the flight desk 
at Burrows asking if all of our planes were accounted for because they heard there 
was a plane that had crashed just west of the field.” 
 
 
I can attest that the above summary is correct to the best of my knowledge: 
 

Edward F. Malinowski 
National Transportation Safety Board 

Air Safety Investigator 



Communication Summary 
 
May 26, 2017 
 
 
Information from:  Kimberly Whipple to Inspector Joseph 
Saunders 
 
 
Summary & Factual Information:  Ms. Whipple, in part, in a statement to FAA 
Inspector Saunders reported, “The following is an account of what I witnessed 
today, May 26th 2017 at approximately 12:30pm: I noticed the familiar sound of a 
biplane passing by my place of employment, Willow Wood Acres Land 
Stewardship, as I sat down on the patio. A second later, the plane sound abruptly 
ceased - this sudden silence caught my attention and I rose to see what was 
happening. The plane was traveling eastbound, was parallel to the horizon, but yet 
no sound was emitted from the engine. That is, no engine buzzing, sputtering, 
catching, whirring - no sound. The plane remained traveling forward while parallel 
and without losing altitude for between one and five seconds - before the plane 
stopped making any forward progress. This is when the nose of the plane dipped 
down so the plane was completely vertical and began spiraling clockwise until it 
made contact with the ground. When the plane hit the ground, a light grey/brown 
cloud of dust and/or smoke arose. There was no dark colored or continuous smoke 
to suggest a fire. 
 
During the time that the plane was spiraling downwards I was able to get the 
attention of my boss, ... , yelling, "this plane is going to crash!" She ran to where I 
was standing about twenty feet away. When she got to me, the plane had just hit 
the ground, and I pointed the location out to her. When the plane hit the ground, a 
light grey/brown cloud of dust and/or smoke arose. There was no dark colored or 
continuous smoke to suggest a fire. 
 
I made the 911 call.” 
 
I can attest that the above summary is correct to the best of my knowledge: 
 

Edward F. Malinowski 
National Transportation Safety Board 

Air Safety Investigator 
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Plane crash in the town of She 

A. Opgenorth 

On May 26, 2017 my friend Robert Sabrowsky and I witnessed a red bi-wing plane crash. We heard the 
plane Oying in the area behind the building ·we were grilling by. Rob pointed the plane out when it came 
into sight. We watched the plane climb altitude rapidly at a near 90° angle. At the point of max altitude 
it sounded like the planes engine stalled. That is when the plane flipped over props down and started 
corkscrewing towards the ground. Halfway to the ground it sounded as if they were trying to start 
engines back up. When the engine did not start back up they were in the process of slowing the 
corkscrew rotations. From the view we had we could not see the actual crash because of some trees, but 
l did hear the sound of the plane hitting the ground. Sound was like a loud thump. 
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Communication Summary 
 
August 29, 2017 
 
Information from:  Mr. Bob Crook, Simcom 
 
 
Summary & Factual Information:  Mr. Crook was asked about Mr. Hall’s training 
at SIMCOM and he, in part, said that “it appears that Mr. Hall attended a recurrent 
King Air course at SIMCOM in October of 2016. We still have the records for this 
course. The course was conducted by SIMCOM instructor Richard Dundore. 
According to SIMCOM’s Lee Vista TCM, Mr. Dundore confirms that in 
connection with the course he did indeed give Mr. Hall FAA Wings credit on 
10/6/16 through the Wings website. This recurrent course was in addition to the 
King Air initial course that Mr. Hall attended previously at SIMCOM.” 
 
 
I can attest that the above summary is correct to the best of my knowledge: 
 

Edward F. Malinowski 
National Transportation Safety Board 

Air Safety Investigator 



Communication Summary 
 
June 7, 2017 
 
 
Information from:  Mr. Daniel Bond,
 
 
Summary & Factual Information:  Mr. Bond was asked about his recollections of 
the repairs and the airplane, N76PN.  He, in part, stated: 
-The airplane was an older S2A 
-Had a couple thousand hours on it 
-Pulled the airplane down 
-Stripped the metal and repainted 
-Plywood leading edge 
-Engine had 600 to 700 hours 
-New hoses were put on the airplane. 
-Was fuel tank flop tube replaced --- probably replaced 
-Pretty straight forward airplane 
-Had a 3 bladed MT prop installed at some time 
-A 5-gallon wing tank was installed 
-Believed Mr. Hall competed in aerobatics 
-Flew airplane following repairs through all possible aerobatic and spin maneuvers 
-Airplane was able to recover 
 
 
I can attest that the above summary is correct to the best of my knowledge: 
 

Edward F. Malinowski 
National Transportation Safety Board 

Air Safety Investigator 



Communication Summary 
 
June 8, 2017 
 
 
Information from:  Mr. Daniel Bond 
 
 
Summary & Factual Information:  Mr. Bond reported, in part, that he redid all the 
fabric and stripped and repainted the sheet metal on Mr. Halls Pitts S 2A around 
Jan of 2016. As he recalled, it was a high time Pitts around 2,000 hours, engine 
around 700 hours. It had a MT 3-blade propeller on it. He installed plywood 
leading edges and a top wing fuel tank, also replaced fuel hoses, and he was sure 
he replaced the main tank fuel flop tube. 
 
After all work was completed, he personally flew the airplane through all aerobatic 
figures both upright and inverted. He performed spin tests, to include upright 
spins, inverted spins, cross over spins, and flat spins upright and inverted. The 
airplane recovered from all spins used normal and emergency recovery methods. 
 
He looked through some pictures he had of the airplane when he was redoing it, 
and there was definitely no smoke system on it when he worked on the airplane. 
 
He looked through some old IAC aerobatic contest records, and Mr. Hall had 
flown several contests at the sportsman level. 
 
He had never personally flown with Mr Hall, but after talking with him, he 
believed he was a very good aerobatic pilot. He knows Mr. Hall had a lot of time 
in that very airplane. 
 
 
 
I can attest that the above summary is correct to the best of my knowledge: 
 

Edward F. Malinowski 
National Transportation Safety Board 

Air Safety Investigator 
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