From:

To: Liedler Courtney

Subject: RE: Air Force Academy Super Cub Accident
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2016 7:10:10 AM
Attachments: Richard Adams Statement.pdf

14 CFR 61.69.docx

Courtney,

I am sorry | haven’t responded earlier, | had to move my RDO this week so | was out of the office
yesterday.

Attached is a copy of the pilot, Mr. Richard Adams’, statement. The top statement is from Mr.
Adams and the bottom portion is from Mr. Joe Morales, the Quality Assurance (QA) Manager at
Akima Logistics Services (ALS) at the United States Air Force (USAF) Academy. In Mr. Adams’
statement, he said that he applied both brakes and the left brake was more effective than the right
causing the aircraft to turn to the left. | don’t consider this to be a “mechanical” failure as it is fairly
common with differential brake systems to have one brake more or less effective than the other.
This aircraft also has heel brakes which are generally harder to evenly apply pressure to than toe
brakes. He also stated that he was told “there were some issues with the steering of the tailwhee
prior to his flight that day. When | inspected the aircraft, | noted the tailwheel was canted slightly to
the side but still appeared to function properly. In Mr. Adams’ statement, he says that when the
gust of wind picked up the right wing, he lowered the tail to regain directional control so the
tailwheel was not in contact with the ground when he started to lose control.
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The training requirements for glider towing operations are contained in 14 CFR 61.69 (attached). |
did not review his logbook to determine if he had met the requirements as the accident occurred
after he had released the glider and was landing.

Please let me know if you have any further questions.
Thank You,

David C. Longan

Aviation Safety Inspector

Denver Flight Standards District Office
I

Denver, CO 80249-6361
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rax:

We are committed to service, please take a few minutes to visit the website below and provide your
feedback on our performance. Use the Flight Standards Office drop down to select "Denver FSDO
NM-03" and enter your comments. Please select "Service Provided" if one of the areas applies,
otherwise omit it. Thank you.



Pilot Statement (via E Mail):

After an area tow to 12,500 ft to the east acrobatic area, | proceeded inbound for a landing on 16L.
After a normal and smooth wheel landing and decelerating, | experienced a large gust of wind from my
right lifting my right wing. As it was too slow to go around and in an effort to further reduce my speed
to lower the tail and regain directional control with the tail wheel, | applied pressure to both brakes.
The left brake being more effective than the right, caused the airplane to turn a hard left and exit the
runway to the left rotating counterclockwise and coming to a stop approximately 270 degrees from the
initial touchdown. The momentum of the left turn and the right wheel digging into the soft dirt caused
the right wing to come in contact with the ground before stopping. At no time did the propeller make
contact with any surface and the engine continued to run until | shut it down after stopping. When |
began my shift, | was told that there were some issues with the steering of the tailwheel. Please contact
me with any questions.

QA Manager Statement:

A little before 13:30 on August 25, 2016, from my office window | noticed a fire truck on the airmanship
ramp and a tow plane shutting down. | went to the area and was told by some of the maintenance
personnel that “a tow plane ground looped.” At that time | noticed the pilot outside of the aircraft and
he appeared to be gathering items from within the aircraft. | immediately went over to the Site
Manager and Soaring Maintenance Manager offices to inform them of the incident.

The three of us proceeded to the airmanship ramp and began to access the damage. At that time |
approached the pilot and asked if he was “ok,” and if he sustained any injuries. His initial comment to
me was something to the effect “the only thing bruised is my ego.” The pilot then told me that during
the landing roll out a gust of wind lifted one wing and caused the other wing to strike the ground
resulting in a ground loop. At no time was there any mention of the aircraft not functioning properly in
any capacity.

I told the pilot | would need a statement and advised him to complete a NASA incident report.

Joe Morales
QA Manager
ALS Logistics Services
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		Part 61 CERTIFICATION: PILOTS, FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS, AND GROUND INSTRUCTORS



		Subpart B--Aircraft Ratings and Pilot Authorizations
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Sec. 61.69

Glider and unpowered ultralight vehicle towing: Experience and training requirements.

(a) No person may act as pilot in command for towing a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle unless that person- 
[(1) Holds a private, commercial or airline transport pilot certificate with a category rating for powered aircraft;]
(2) Has logged at least 100 hours of pilot-in-command time in the aircraft category, class and type, if required, that the pilot is using to tow a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle; 
(3) Has a logbook endorsement from an authorized instructor who certifies that the person has received ground and flight training in gliders or unpowered ultralight vehicles and is proficient in-- 
(i) The techniques and procedures essential to the safe towing of gliders or unpowered ultralight vehicles, including airspeed limitations; 
(ii) Emergency procedures; 
(iii) Signals used; and 
(iv) Maximum angles of bank. 
[(4) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, has logged at least three flights as the sole manipulator of the controls of an aircraft while towing a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle, or has simulated towing flight procedures in an aircraft while accompanied by a pilot who meets the requirements of paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section.]
(5) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, has received a logbook endorsement from the pilot, described in paragraph (a)(4) of this section, certifying that the person has accomplished at least 3 flights in an aircraft while towing a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle, or while simulating towing flight procedures; and 
[(6) Within 24 calendar months before the flight has--]
(i) Made at least three actual or simulated tows of a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle while accompanied by a qualified pilot who meets the requirements of this section; or 
(ii) Made at least three flights as pilot in command of a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle towed by an aircraft. 
(b) Any person who, before May 17, 1967, has made and logged 10 or more flights as pilot in command of an aircraft towing a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle in accordance with a certificate of waiver need not comply with paragraphs (a)(4) and (a)(5) of this section. 
(c) The pilot, described in paragraph (a)(4) of this section, who endorses the logbook of a person seeking towing privileges must have- 
(1) Met the requirements of this section prior to endorsing the logbook of the person seeking towing privileges; and 
(2) Logged at least 10 flights as pilot in command of an aircraft while towing a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle. 
(d) If the pilot described in paragraph (a)(4) of this section holds only a private pilot certificate, then that pilot must have- (1) Logged at least 100 hours of pilot-in-command time in airplanes, or 200 hours of pilot-in-command time in a combination of powered and other-than-powered aircraft; and 
(2) Performed and logged at least three flights within the 12 calendar months preceding the month that pilot accompanies or endorses the logbook of a person seeking towing privileges - 
(i) In an aircraft while towing a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle accompanied by another pilot who meets the requirements of this section; or 
(ii) As pilot in command of a glider or unpowered ultralight vehicle being towed by another aircraft.


Amdt. 61-110, Eff. 9/1/2004; Amdt. 61-124, Eff. 10/20/09
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From: Liedler Courtney [mailtoW]
Sent: Wednesday, September 0/, :
To: Longan, David C (FAA)

Cc: Liedler Courtney
Subject: RE: Air Force Academy Super Cub Accident

Thanks for all of the information, David.

One more request and a couple more questions ... could you forward along a copy of the pilot’s
statement? Did he claim there was a mechanical issue with the airplane? What is required by the
FAA under Part 61 for training of towing operations?

Thanks,
Courtney

crom:
Sent: Tuesday, september 06, :

To: Liedler Courtney
Subject: RE: Air Force Academy Super Cub Accident

Courtney,

Thanks for getting back to me. The pilot’s name is Richard Adams who can be reached at-
B o - | oic ek to him since we talked and he
pretty much told me the same information as his statement. | sent him an email asking for some
basic information | needed for the -23 which he provided.

| met one of the owners of Big Q Aviation while | was at the Academy. His name is Pete Setian and
can be reached at_. The person | normally work with at the Academy is Mr. Joseph
Morales who runs the shop for Akima Logistic Service (ALS) that maintains the tow planes and
gliders. He would be able to tell you how the lease agreements between Akima and Big Q Aviation

work. He can be reached at ||| N

The information provided by Mr. Adams:

1. I participated in an online renewal of my flight instructor certificate via the AOPA online Flight
Instructor Refresher Course on June 17, 2016.

2. I have not participated in the Wings Program

3. I have not participated in any new rating initial air carrier in the past two years as | was flying
Captain on the B-747 for the past twelve years.

4. | participated in 9 month recurrent training at United Airlines on June 23, 2015. This included
classroom and simulator training.

5. Ireceived training and a check ride in April 16, 2016 at Jack Browns Sea Plane Base in Florida for
my Commercial Single Engine Seaplane Rating. Piper J-3

6. | have approximately 50 hours PIC time in a PA-18-180 (47 tach) plus initial training of
approximately 5 hours.



7. | have approximately 60 hours of flight time in the past 90 days.

8. | have approximately 550 hours in the last year

9. I have approximately 29000 total time. ( without any prior accidents incidents or violations)
Let me know if you have any questions.

Thank You,

David C. Longan

Aviation Safety Inspector

Denver Flight Standards District Office
I

Denver, CO 80249-6361

o
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We are committed to service, please take a few minutes to visit the website below and provide your
feedback on our performance. Use the Flight Standards Office drop down to select "Denver FSDO
NM-03" and enter your comments. Please select "Service Provided" if one of the areas applies,
otherwise omit it. Thank you.

From: Liedler CourtneyW]
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, :

To: Longan, David C (FAA)

Cc: Liedler Courtney
Subject: RE: Air Force Academy Super Cub Accident

Hi David,
Sorry for the delay. The accident number is CEN16LA348.

Could you pass along the pilot’s name and contact information? Any luck getting in touch with him
since we chatted last week? Also, you mentioned you knew the owner of the operator of the tow
service company (Big Q Aviation)? Being the pilot has since been fired; | would like to know more
details on his training/past occurrences/etc. | believe the operator is responsible to ensure he was
qualified in both tow operations and tail wheel since they employed the pilot, correct? | know the
pilot was required to be checked out in towing operations under Part 61, just not sure how that all
works?

Thanks,
Courtney

Sent: Tuesday, september 06, :

To: Liedler Courtney
Subject: Air Force Academy Super Cub Accident



Courtney,

| know you are very busy but | was wondering if you might have had a chance to assign an Accident
Number to the accident that occurred at the USAF Academy on August 25, 2016 involving the PA-18-
150 glider tow plane.

Thank You,

David C. Longan
Aviation Safety Inspector
Denver Flight Standards District Office

Denver, CO 80249-6361

o
g

We are committed to service, please take a few minutes to visit the website below and provide your
feedback on our performance. Use the Flight Standards Office drop down to select "Denver FSDO
NM-03" and enter your comments. Please select "Service Provided" if one of the areas applies,
otherwise omit it. Thank you.
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INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, SUBJECT
TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE
LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. If you are not an intended
recipient of this message, please notify the original sender immediately by forwarding what
you received and then delete all copies of the correspondence and attachments from your
computer system. Any use, distribution, or disclosure of this message by unintended recipients
is not authorized and may be unlawful.
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