
TIME DATE 

RECORD OF ~VISIT D CONFERENCE OR D TELEPHONE CALL 
1330L 12/08/2015 

NAME (S) OF PERSON (S) CONTACTED OR IN CONFERENCE AND LOCATION ROUTING 

Mr James Austin - Pilot-in-Command Private Pilot certifcate # SYMBOL INITIALS 

Inspector La1·1rence Ward (Inspector Eric Santina - OJT) IAGL-23 LCW 

Inspector \'lesley Shartle AGL- 23 t·lPS 
SUBJECT 

N47480 Accident on 12/5/2015 

DIGEST 

Mr . James Aus tin arrived at the EMI FSOO at 1330L on Tuesday , December 8th . Mr . Austin \vas 

asked to describe the events of 12/5 from arriving at KPTK prior to flight . Austin 

obtained a weather briefing (Fore flight) prior to leaving home and knev1 that the 1-1eather at 

IKPTK was forecasted to become I FR after 2000(L) . Upon arrival at the airport Austin 

!proceeded to conduct a preflight of the aircraft as well as checking the fuel . The fuel 

quantity v1as plenty for the flights that him and Mr. Thomas Sapelak had planned for that 

night . Mr . Aust i n conunented t hat he 1-1as very familiar with this particular ai rcraft and had 

flown many fl i gh ts ..,Jith the aircraft. Austin also stated that him and Mr . Sapelak, the 

other pilot , had been flying together prior and worked well together . Sapelak was working 

on his instrument rating and the two would practice inst r ument approaches together. 

They filed an IFR flight plan to KLAN and 4DO and depa rted KPTK at around 1730(L) 1-lith Mr . 

Sapelak flying from the left seat . They flew to LAN and then on to 400 , where the two 

swapped seats . Mr . Austin was now the flying pilot for the trip back to PTK . They departed 

400 VFR and when Austin obtained the PTK ATIS information found out that the airport was 

IfR . Since the 1-1eather was above minimums for the ILS 9R at PTK he thought they 1-IOUld 

shoot the approach and see if they could see the rum1ay to land . If not , they had (over) 
rfltor"l JJ<:Jt'IN ACTION TAKEN. OR REQUIRED 

IMr . Austin was very forthcoming a nd cooperative . He gave very frank discription of events 

and ansv1ers . Inves tigating inspectors have determined that a reexamination of the airman's 

Private Pilot Certificate and Instrument Rating is re_ql1ired . 
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DIGEST (CONT) 

fil ed KOZW as an alternate and woul d proceed there if he had to do a missed approach at 
PTK. 

Mr . Austin said he set up for the approach a good distance away from the airport. He heard 
t he beeps of the localizer identifier and then picked up the localizer and glide slope . 
There were no issues with the I LS approach signals or the equipment on the aircraft. As the 
approach commenced Mr. Austin was having trouble viewing the instrument s due to the 
lighting of the instruments. Mr. Austin then stated that he lost it on the ILS and the 
aircraft was drifting off course. Mr . Austin recalled the first impact of the aircraft 
hitting something, but i t was dark and did no t know what it was. After the firs t impact Mr. 
Austin may have pushed the power up instinctively to try a go around, bu t doesn' t c l early 
recall if he did. After the first impact Mr . Austin does not recall the sequence of events 
until the aircraft came to rest. Mr . Austin was on his right side laying on Mr. Sapelak who 
was in t he right seat . Mr. Aust in exited the aircraft and waited for t he rescue crew to 
assist him and Mr . Sapelak. Mr. Austin was transported to McClaren Medical Center Pontiac 
by WTFD. 

Mr . Austin was asked about the Pitot and Carb Heat . He recalled turning the Pitot Heat on 
prior to the approach. Austin thought that "Tom : turned the Carb Heat on. 

Inspector Ward asked Mr. Austin if he was current for flying at night, Mr . Austin did not 
have an answer. Inspector Ward then asked if he was aware that t here was a night currency 
requirement o f three take off and landings to a ful l stop every 90 days. Mr. Austin said he 
was not aware of the requirement and had not flown at nigh t since his private pilot 
t rai ning in 2009. 

Interview concluded at approximately 1425L. 
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TIME DATE 

RECORD OF [g) VISIT D CONFERENCE OR D TELEPHONE CALL 
12101 12/08/2015 

NAME (S) OF PERSON (S) CO:.ITACTEO OR IN CONFERENCE AND LOCATION ROUTING 
Thomas Sapelak - Passenger N47480 Private Pilot Cert u . 

n • SYMBOL _II'!ITIALS 

Barbera Sapelak 

Inspectors Lawrence t-7ard (Eric Santina - OJT) IAGL-23 LC\'7 

I nspector Wesley Shartle IAGL- 23 WPS 
SUBJECT 

N47480 acc ident on 12 /5/2015 

DIGEST 

Mr . Sapelak arrived at the East Michigan FSDO with his wife . Mr . Sapelak was introduced to 

t he three inspectors. I nspector \'lard made a f ew opening sta tements and then asked Mr . 

Sapelak to recall the events of 5 December from the time he and Mr . Austin arrived at PTK 

for the fl ight . Mr . Sapelak described his arrival and preflight activities . He s tated that 

weather briefing and fligh t plans were fi led using Forefl i ght web based conunercial service. 

The original flight was to be from PTK to MOP, to LAN , back to PTK. The aircraft preflight 

was routine with no observed discrepancies . Mr . Sapelak 1--1as in t he l eft seat vii th Mr. 

Austin was in the right seat . The flight v1as intended to be a pleasure flight and night 

proficiency . The flight r eceived an IFR clearance from KPTK tower . According to Mr . 

Sapelak, the clearance was direct to KLAN. A discussion be tween Sape lak and Jl..ustin took 

!Place regarding the clearance and the omission of KMOP . The ti-JO decided to go to KLAN . Both 

airmen were aware of the current TAF and the po tent ial for IFR conditions at KPTK later 

that evening . Aircraft departed at approx imately 17301 . 

Mr . Sapelak cont inued to describe a rou tine flight to KLAN where a practice approach on an 

IFR clearance took place . The aircraft then continued to 400 VFR Hhere it landed (ove r ) ,.,,.,., . ACTION TAKEN. OR a~"''ID~n 

Mr . Sapelak 1-1as very coonerat ive and he lpful in his recolections . No further action 

reconunended at this time for airma n . 
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DIGEST (CONT) 

without incident . Mr . Austin and Mr . Sapelak changed seats at 400 . The aircraft departed 
for KPTK VFR . Shortly after departure , they obtained flight following from LAN Approach . 
The aircraft continued enroute to KPTK . LAN advised the aircraft that KPTK was now IFR . 
Sapelak and Austin had a discussion about continuing to KPTK or divert ing to KOZW. Austin 
wanted to continue t o KPTK a nd see if they could see the airport on the approach. The 
aircraf t requested and received an IFR cleara nce to KPTK from LAN. Sapelak continued to 
describe fligh t. Aircraft j oined localizer a s igni f icant distant from KPTK. They heard the 
" beep" a nd noticed the identifier on the nav display. Sapelak could no t recal l the altitude 
they joined t he approach on . The aircraft continued on the approach . Sapelak stated he wa s 
concerned about icing . He looked ou ts ide with a flash light for icing . Noticed none . When 
he looked back in , he observed the aircraft low and left of course . He told Austin that 
your low and left of course . A second later the aircraft made first impact . Mr. Sapelak 
does not recall the impact sequence after the first impact . 

Once the aircraft c ame to rest , he exited the aircraft . He assis ted Aust in out of the 
aircraft . Sapelak stated he then called 911. After being transferred three times, he hung 
up . He then noticed t he first police car arriving on the scene. He then flashed his flash 
light at the car and then made contact with t he law enforcement officer . Mr. Sapelak was 
transported to McClaren Medical Center Pontiac by WTFD. 

Mr . Sapelak was asked if Pitot and Carb Heat were used . Sapelak stated he turned the Pitot 
Heat on himself. He then stated : "No , I turned the Carb Heat on ... " He recalled the Pi tot 
Heat was already on . He was then asked if he recalled any difficulties or abnor malities 
with the localizer or glide slope . He did not recall any problems with either. 

Inspectors then took Mr . Sapelak through t he scene photographs and described the impact 
sequence and photos to him. Sapelak was asked if the photos jogged his memory at all on 
anything else . He wa s n ' t able to add anything f urther . 

The interview conc luded at app roximately 13151 . 
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