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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Timothy N. Sorensen
Aviation Accident Investigator
Central Region

Date: February 8, 2016
Person Contacted: Darrell Lambert
NTSB Accident Number: CEN16LA039 — Alpine, TX

Narrative:

Mr. Lambert noted that the takeoff area was bordered by power lines on three sides, with the “open end”
behind the helicopter. He reported that, at the beginning of an earlier flight that day, the pilot picked up
into a 15 to 20-foot hover, turned 180 degrees, and flew away. He added that it seemed to be a somewhat
aggressive move to get the helicopter off the ground. The helicopter subsequently “skimmed” the roof of
a barn/office building as they departed. To the best of his recollection, the accident flight takeoff was
executed over the power lines.

Mr. Lambert commented that he had talked to the pilot before the afternoon flight, while the pilot was
refueling the helicopter. The pilot noted that during the takeoff on the morning flight, the helicopter
“wouldn’t go.” The pilot explained that the helicopter had full fuel and four occupants; the low rotor
speed warning came on, which can occur if the rotor blades reach full pitch for the given conditions. The
pilot added that when that situation occurs the rotor speed needs to be increased, which can be
accomplished by increasing the helicopter’s airspeed or initiating a descent.

Mr. Lambert noted that the pilot did a “splendid job” immediately prior to the accident. Upon hearing the
low rotor speed warning, the pilot attempted to regain rotor speed by flying into a canyon. The helicopter
seemed to be gaining speed, it had reached the bottom of the descent and was beginning to climb when
the accident occurred.

Mr. Lambert did not perceive of any issues with the helicopter; he had the “utmost confidence” in the
vehicle.

End of entries
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Timothy N. Sorensen
Aviation Accident Investigator
Central Region

Date: February 8, 2016
Person Contacted: Lenal Speck
NTSB Accident Number: CEN16LA039 — Alpine, TX

Narrative:

Mr. Speck noted that he is not a pilot; however, he has been on many previous wildlife survey flights. He
estimated between two and six flights each year since 2000.

Mr. Speck commented that the when he initially perceived there was a problem, he brought his arms and
elbows in and sat back in his seat in order to stay out of the pilot’s way as much as possible. He added
that the pilot kept his composure and executed a “textbook crash landing.”

Mr. Speck recalled that the flight departed at 3:12pm and that his phone indicated 4:57pm when he looked
at it between 5 and 10 minutes after the accident. Shortly before the accident, the helicopter was in
straight and level flight about 5,700 feet mean sea level. Initially, he felt that the helicopter was dropping,
possibly due to a downdraft. The pilot immediately began checking the instrument indications and
control settings. While the pilot was checking the status of the helicopter, the low rotor speed warning
light and buzzer came on. After scanning the area, the pilot pitched the helicopter nose down, turned 180
degrees, and entered a descent. The helicopter did not regain lift again until the pilot flared just above the
ground.

Mr. Speck elaborated on his initial statement that the “engine was fine.” He explained that he has always
worked on a ranch or farm. As a result, he has the habit of being very aware of any changes in the sound
or performance of mechanical equipment. With respect to the helicopter, he did not perceive any issues
with the aircraft during the flight until after it began to descend, approximately halfway to the ground.
Before that point, the helicopter “felt the same” and “sounded the same” as usual.

Mr. Speck recalled that one of the fuel gauges indicated three-quarters full and the other about five-
eighths at the beginning of the flight. He was fairly confident of this; however, he was not absolutely
certain of the exact values.

End of entries
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

Timothy N. Sorensen
Aviation Accident Investigator
Central Region

Date: February 3, 2016
Person Contacted: Cody Wood
NTSB Accident Number: CEN16LA039 — Alpine, TX

Narrative:

Mr. Wood stated that the purpose of the accident flight was to conduct a wildlife survey. They would
also address issues with any predatory animals that they came across; there were three firearms onboard
the helicopter. The flight conducted with the doors off and departed from a takeoff/landing area adjacent
to the ranch headquarters building.

Mr. Wood reported that the helicopter had difficulty clearing power lines on takeoff. He explained that
power lines bordered the takeoff/landing area on three sides: north, east, and south. He estimated the
power lines as about 35 feet high. There were no power lines along the west perimeter of the
takeoff/landing area; however, there were cattle corrals and a one-story building, which was the ranch
headquarters. Earlier in the day, the pilot had departed to the east. On the accident flight, after the
helicopter was unable to clear the power lines to the east, the pilot turned around and departed to the west.
He recalled that the landing skids on the helicopter cleared the building by about 15 feet, which he
thought was a little too close.

Mr. Wood noted that the accident site was about 3 miles north of the departure site. The pilot fueled the
helicopter before the accident flight; although, he was unsure of the amount of fuel onboard.

Mr. Wood stated that he weighs about 170 Ibs., with an additional 20 Ibs. for clothing and gear worn/used
during the accident flight.

End of entries
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