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From: Kevin Hobbs

.
To: 'Michael L. Shakman'
Sent: Sat, Aug 6, 2016 6:

Subject: 9U accident statement

Mike,
Please accept the following statement regarding my recollection of today’s events.

Approximately 2 hours prior to the accident, 9U received a tow to 2,000. | was the tow pilot in the Pawnee. The
logged duration of the tow was 0.1hrs.

During acceleration and takeoff, my focus was mainly forward, with an occasional glance at the glider in the mirror.
1 did not notice any issue prior to takeoff.

After takeoff, a vertical PIO of the glider was observed that was damped after a couple oscillations. The amplitude
of the oscillation did not reach a point that required any control input in the tow plane. After approximately 50 —
100 feet altitude gain, the oscillation was corrected and the tow proceeded normally through release at 2,000'.

Regards,

Kevin

8/6/16 9:38 PM




August 6, 2016

Tow rope was attached to glider and slack taken out

Glider Pilot radioed ready for takeoff

| initiated the takoff run on runway 27

Takeoff run was normal

Broke ground about halfway down runway and began climbing

At about 20 feet | began to feel heavy increasing drag from the glider and shortly thereafter felt
the glider release from tow.

Proceeded to climb and returned to land.

Jleffrey Mack, Tow Pilot
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