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The following is my account of the helicopter incident which occurred Saturday, August 22, 
2015.  I affirm that it is true and accurate to the best of my recollection: 

 I took off from Coulter Field in Bryan, Texas, at probably about 1630 headed for GPS coordinates 
I was given beforehand for the hunting site.  As I approached the site, I was in radio communication with 
John Dumont, the pilot of the Helibacon helicopter, which is the helicopter that had the 
hunters/shooters aboard.  I had one passenger aboard, Wayne Bomstad, a videographer for a 
production company filming a show about hog hunting that airs on the Hunting Channel.  John guided 
me to his location, and I assumed my position at approximately his 10 o’clock 100 feet higher than him 
and began filming.   

 When we reached the location where the incident occurred, I was oriented with my nose into 
the wind.  I slowed into an OGE hover with a ground speed of nearly 0, but retaining an airspeed of 
approximately 20/21 KIAS.  I felt I had kept ETL.  My altitude at this point was approximately 200’ AGL.  
The Helibacon helicopter that Wayne was filming began to move out of our field of view, so I initiated a 
right pedal turn to continue to be able to see them.  This is when the trouble began. 

 What I believe happened next is that a powerful wind gust came across my tail rotor causing 
Loss of Tail rotor Effectiveness.  The helicopter spun a full 360* very quickly, in probably about 2 
seconds.  On the back side of the spin, I tried to slow the spin with left pedal, which was ineffective. 
After about 3 full spins I decided to try to exit the spin with forward movement, so I input forward cyclic.  
The spin began to widen, but I was also losing altitude.  The helicopter was still not fully in my control by 
the time we sank below the top of the treeline and began striking the trees.  We then fell to the ground. 

 I believe that with more altitude, I could have recovered control of the aircraft, either by 
attaining forward flight or entering autorotation. 
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