
. . CE~lSLAlS 
NTSB InvestigatiOn No. __________ _ 

D tA ld 
October 15, 2 0 1 4 

ate n cc ent: -------------

Acc1dem Location: __ w_e_s_t_M_e_m--=-p_h_i_s_, _A_R __ 

CERTIFICATION OF PARTY REPRESENTATTVE 1 

I acknowledge that I am participating in the above-referenced accident or incident investigation. on behalf of m~ 

employer who ha:. been named a part} to the ational I ransportation Safct~ Board (NTSB) safct~ investigation. 

for the purpo~e of pro\ iding technical a~:.i~tance to the' TSB's evidence documentation and fact-tinding activities. 

I understand that~ a part) participant. I and Ill)' organiLation shall be responsive to the direction of TSB person­

nel and may lose party status lor l:Onuuct that b prejudicial to the imestigation or incon!listent "' ith TSB policic:> 

or instructions. No information pertaining to the accident. or in any mannt:r relevant to the investigation. ma) be 

withheld from the TSB by any party or pany participant. 

I further ackno" ledge that I have fami liarized myself '' ith the anached copie~ of the NTSB Accident/lncident 

Investigation Procedures (-l9 C.F.R. Part 831) and .. Information and Guidance for Panies to TSB Accidem and 

Incident Investigations:· and will compl). and, if the part) coordinawr for tn) part). rake all rea~onable step~ 10 

ensure that the employees and participants of my organi..::ation comply. with these requirements .. Thi:s indudt::~. but 

is not limited to. the provisions of 49 C.r .R. §§ 831.11 and 831.13, which. respectively. specify ce1tain criteria for 

participation in N I SB investigations and limitations on the dissemination of investigation in1ormation. 

o party coordinator or representative may occup) a legal position or be a person \\hO also represents claimants or 

insurers. I certif~ that my participation is not on behalf or either claimants or insurers. and that. although factual 

information obtained as a result of participating in the ·1 SB investigation ma) ultimately be used in litigation (at 

the appropriate time. and in a manner that is not inconsistent with the provisions of 49 CJ. R. § 831.13 and 49 

U.S. C. § 1154 ). my participation is to assist the NTSB satety investigation and not for the purposes of preparing 

for litigation. I also certify that. after the NTSB Investigator-in-Charge ( IIC) releases the parties and party panici­

pants from the restrictions on dissemination of investigative information speci lied in 49 C.F.R. ~ 831.13. neither I 

nor m~ parry· organization v. i ll in any wa) assert 1n civil l itigation arising out of the accident any claim of 

privilege for information or records received as a result of m} participation in the 'TSB investigation. 

lJate 

t\wne & Title 

Vitatoe Avitation, LLC 

Pal1] Organi1ation Employer 

1 In avtauon 111'c~ugat10ns thas for'l1 may abo be reterred to as "Statcmem ofPany R~prescn:au,c:. ''' '\ITSB lmesugauon ·· 
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        CERTIFICATION OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVE1 
 

I acknowledge that I am participating in the above-referenced accident or incident investigation, on behalf of my 
employer who has been named a party to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) safety investigation, 
for the purpose of providing technical assistance to the NTSB’s evidence documentation and fact-finding activities. 
I understand that as a party participant, I and my organization shall be responsive to the direction of NTSB person-
nel and may lose party status for conduct that is prejudicial to the investigation or inconsistent with NTSB policies 
or instructions. No information pertaining to the accident, or in any manner relevant to the investigation, may be 
withheld from the NTSB by any party or party participant. 
 
I further acknowledge that I have familiarized myself with the attached copies of the NTSB Accident/Incident 
Investigation Procedures (49 C.F.R. Part 831) and “Information and Guidance for Parties to NTSB Accident and 
Incident Investigations,” and will comply, and, if the party coordinator for my party, take all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the employees and participants of my organization comply, with these requirements.. This includes, but 
is not limited to, the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §§ 831.11 and 831.13, which, respectively, specify certain criteria for 
participation in NTSB investigations and limitations on the dissemination of investigation information. 
 
No party coordinator or representative may occupy a legal position or be a person who also represents claimants or 
insurers. I certify that my participation is not on behalf of either claimants or insurers, and that, although factual 
information obtained as a result of participating in the NTSB investigation may ultimately be used in litigation (at 
the appropriate time, and in a manner that is not inconsistent with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 831.13 and 49 
U.S.C. § 1154), my participation is to assist the NTSB safety investigation and not for the purposes of preparing 
for litigation. I also certify that, after the NTSB Investigator-in-Charge (IIC) releases the parties and party partici-
pants from the restrictions on dissemination of investigative information specified in 49 C.F.R. § 831.13, neither I 
nor my party’s organization will in any way assert in civil litigation arising out of the accident any claim of 
privilege for information or records received as a result of my participation in the NTSB investigation. 
 

10/21/2014   
Signature         Date 
 
Nicole L. Charnon; Air Safety Investigator         
Name & Title 
 
Continental Motors, Inc.            
Party Organization/Employer 

 

                                                 
1 In aviation investigations this form may also be referred to as “Statement of Party Representatives to NTSB Investigation.” 

NTSB Investigation No.:  CEN15LA015 

Date of Accident:   10/15/2014 

Accident Location:    West Memphis, Arkansas 



 

NTSB, August 2010 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 
INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOR PARTIES 

TO NTSB ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS 
 

 
I. Introduction 

 
This guidance is intended to familiarize participants in NTSB accident and incident in-
vestigations with the NTSB investigative process, and the NTSB’s expectations regarding 
the roles and responsibilities of organizations and individual employees of those organi-
zations assigned to work in support of an NTSB investigation.   
 
The Independent Safety Board Act of 1974, as amended, sets forth the powers and re-
sponsibilities of the NTSB, and all participants are encouraged to review its provisions.  
A recent compilation of these statutory provisions can be reviewed on the NTSB’s web-
site:   http://www.ntsb.gov/alj/2003_Statute.PDF .  
 
In addition, participants should be familiar with the NTSB’s regulations governing acci-
dent and incident investigation procedures:  49 C.F.R. Part 831. These and other NTSB 
regulations can be viewed on the Government Printing Office’s website:  
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_06/49cfr831_06.html . 
 
 

II. The NTSB and the Investigative Process 
 
The NTSB is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with investigating eve-
ry civil aviation accident in the United States and significant accidents in the other modes 
of transportation—railroad, highway, marine, pipeline and hazardous materials—and is-
suing an official determination regarding probable cause and, as appropriate, safety rec-
ommendations to prevent future accidents.  The NTSB also investigates certain incidents 
that present significant safety issues.  The NTSB strives to accurately identify and report 
all relevant facts, conditions, and circumstances relating to each accident or incident it 
investigates.   
 
Safety recommendations are the most important product of an NTSB investigation. 
NTSB safety recommendations are based on findings of the investigation and may ad-
dress deficiencies that do not pertain directly to what is ultimately determined to be the 
probable cause of the accident.  The NTSB may issue safety recommendations before the 
completion of a specific investigation and may designate some recommendations as “ur-
gent.” 
 
For major accidents, the NTSB dispatches a "Go Team."  The purpose of the NTSB Go 
Team is to deploy NTSB investigators to the accident scene as quickly as possible and 
assemble the broad spectrum of technical expertise that is needed to investigate complex 
transportation accidents.   
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