On 02-08-15 at approximately 21:30 local time (06:30 Zulu), I Helmut E. Sorensen, was the PIC
and the flying pilot on N701DB. | started the engines and called for the after start check list. |
performed a "thru flight" flight control check and everything felt normal (no binding or
resistance issues) and the control forces seemed normally loaded. Once taxi clearance was given
| taxied from the Vail Valley Jet Center ramp via taxiway "A-3" to join taxiway "A" for holding
position runway 25.

A takeoff brief was given and the taxi checklist was performed. Once take off clearance was
given, we performed a line up checklist and I lined the aircraft up in position on runway 25. |
advanced the throttle thru 1.25 EPR and engaged the auto-throttles, released the brakes and
began the takeoff roll. At approximately 70-80 knts, | heard an audible 3 bong warning and saw
the red master caution warning light illuminate. | immediately called the abort and pulled the
throttles to idle. A light amount of breaking pressure was applied. We coasted to the end of the
runway and exited at "A-6". My Copilot and | discussed possible causes for the audible warning
and warning caution light, and both agreed that we did not see any CASS message to help us
determine the probable cause. My Copilot pulled up the exceedance page and we both agreed
there was no exceedance recorded. | then asked my copilot to check the circuit breakers in the
cockpit for any that may have tripped. His cursory inspection did not reveal any tripped circuit
breakers. We then discussed what I thought may have been the cause and suggested that perhaps
we had an LP exceedance. | believed it was in fact the cause, and we elected to return for another
takeoff attempt.

I briefed my Copilot that | would set the takeoff power manually. We performed another lineup
checklist and were cleared for takeoff. I lined up the airplane on runway 25 and firmly held the
brakes while | advanced the throttles to takeoff power, my copilot verified that takeoff power
was set and | released the brakes. We accelerated through 70-80 knts when again we had the 3
bong and master caution warning, | quickly looked at the engine instrument and observed that
the LP had gone into the yellow arc and reduced the power slightly back into the white arc. We
continued accelerating through V1 and then at Vr | attempted to rotate the nose up. As | pulled
back on the yoke, the flight controls did not respond normally to my input. The controls had no
noticeable pressure resistance and felt unloaded with hydraulic pressure. | moved the yoke
forward and then back further aft and still had the same result. I immediately told my copilot |
had no flight controls and began the abort. I pulled the throttles to idle and applied maximum
braking and then initiated full reverse thrust and called for speed brakes. Once aircraft was at a
slow speed we advised tower of our rejected takeoff and proceeded to exit runway to "A-7" and
brought the plane to a stop on taxiway "A" facing east and shut down both engines. My Copilot
advised the tower to roll the emergency equipment. | did not set the parking brake and advised
the tower to relay to the emergency crews that we had very hot brakes and they should approach
with caution. The Incident Commander then came over the radio and advised that there was
smoke rising from the right main landing gear. | then asked my copilot to contact FBO and
organize a tug to tow us. While we were doing this the Incident Commander stated "Captain
N701DB evacuate the aircraft now, you have a fire on the right landing gear"”. Copilot and I both
jumped out of the seat and | instructed passengers to evacuate the aircraft now while Copilot
cleared and opened the main cabin door. Once the passengers and Copilot were off the airplane, |
exited and advised the responders that the aircraft was clear and everyone was off. The
passengers were escorted to a waiting van and were taken back to the FBO. My Copilot and |
were both instructed by Incident Commander to sit in his truck while they initiated fire



suppression. Once the scene and aircraft were secured the plane was moved to a secure hangar
and locked per instructions received by phone by NTSB investigating agent M.V.





