
Witness Sam Foster (Age 46) 
24391W CR 53  
Weld, CO 80644   < - - - (3/4 mile NW from the accident location) 
 
402-510-0870 FosterTrucking@Yahoo.com  
 
 
 
He was standing outside in his shop, about a quarter mile north of CR 50. He heard a 
plane engine sputtering. He saw the small white airplane just to the west of his shop 
and estimates it was about 200 to 300 feet above the ground and the engine was 
running rough and occasionally missing. After He ran into his residence, had his wife 
call 9-1-1 and then he responded to the location of the wreckage to attempt to assist. 
He used several handheld fire extinguishers to help contain the fire and he was the only 
person on-scene until emergency responders arrived. 
 
 

 
Ms. Jackie Connell and Ms. Alison Connell 
 
23828 CR 53 
Kersey, CO 80644   < - - - (2,000 feet NW from the accident location) 
 
(970) 396-3732 
 
Ms. Jackie Connell was inside her home when she heard the sound of an airplane flying 
overhead, and then she heard a sound like someone twice “slamming a car door very 
hard”.  A short time later she heard the sounds of sirens and noticed the smoke from the 
fire. She did not go to the accident scene. 
 

 
Joe Folcherts Aircraft Cylinders and Engines, Inc. at GXY Airport 
 
ACEcylinders@MSN.com   (970) 350-0540 
 
“At GXY I spoke with Rick Lacourse about N564ER. Rick said he thought he had some 
sort of mixture or fuel flow issue with the engine and that on take-off and at full power it 
sounded like the engine was missing or popping.  
 
“We discussed the possible problems, but Rick didn’t seem to want to take my advice.” 
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Darrell Peterson, President 
Composite Aircraft Technology, LLC 
148 Skyhawk Dr 
Toledo, WA 98591 
 
(360) 864-6271     
 
DarrellPeterson@CompAirTechLLC.com     < - - -  (the current kit builder of the Wheeler Express) 
 
(e-mail on Feb 19 2015) 
 

“Mr. Latson, after playing phone tag with Jack (Burt) we finally made contact on Feb 11 th. The 

message that he had previously left was that he was helping someone with his Wheeler Express 

& had some questions, I had no idea that it was about Rick's at the time, not that it would have 

made any difference. 

 

When we finally made contact, he informed me that it was indeed Rick's plane & the questions 

to start with was about the propeller, I then informed him that ,the day before 0n Feb 10th I had 

sent to rick information on  a three blade prop that we were using for that Lycoming Engine, he 

thanked me for that information. 

 

The discussion went on about the slower speed, I suggested that beside the prop, he should check 

the rigging of the plane, the Wing dihedral, and the wing incidence and the horizontal stabilizer, 

he then informed me that he did not have anything to do with the building of the plane, That he 

was helping to fly the plane, to help Rick because Rick was a low time Pilot. 

 

Jack, also informed me that when the plane was sitting on the ramp, that one wing appeared to be 

about 6" lower, I can’t really remember which wing he said, But he did mention that Rick had 

previously had a hard landing? 

 

Another item that we discussed was that they were experiencing very high engine temperatures, I 

informed him that we had a customer here with the exact same engine & we had the same 

problems, we added more cooling air in & more air out of the cowling& nothing seemed to 

work, Our AI mechanic recommended that we add another cooler in series, & that solved the 

problem. The other issue that I informed him about was to get cooling air to the engine fuel 

pump, because when we had a very hot engine it seemed as though our pump would begin to fail, 

I would move the throttle at slower speeds with little or no response, we added an air duct to the 

pump, with no further problems.. He did not indicate if they had air to the pump. 

 

Jack & I were on the phone together hour for about 1/2 there was a lot of small talk, but this  

was the main conversation.” 

 

Regards 

Darrell M Peterson 
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