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Richard Tallini

✔
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✔
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Engine failure during cruise at altitude.
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UUV
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✔
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✔
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18 ✔

Departure was some time after fueling. Fueling was at 17:30
No other services.

Unknown, I have not seen the aircraft since the incident.



Two occupants excited aircraft upon landing through door
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I no longer have a copy of the DUATS report. It was onboard at the time of the incident and is now lost.
Same for en-route weather information that was retrieved during flight to verify conditions.
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Gerhard
P.H.

Deffner

McKinney
TX 75069

US
R

✔ ✔



The plan was to follow Gerhard Deffner to UUV from SWI and return with him after he delivered a newly refinished Luscombe to its owner at that location.
I departed T31 where the Piper is hangered for a direct flight to SWI where I would meet Gerhard. Upon arrival at SWI Gerhard and I discussed the morning's
DUATS information, especially expected winds aloft, and reviewed charts for a direct flight via pilotage. Soon thereafter we departed for our first stop, JSV.
We stopped there long enough to fuel and warm up at the FBO. At one of the stops, while shutting down, the mixture control detached internally. There were
no services available, so I secured the mixture to the full rich position with safety wire.

We then flew from JSV to HRO. This stop was again for fuel top offs and toilet breaks. This was our last stop before UUV and delivery of the Luscombe.
Upon arrival at UUV, Gerhard met with the Luscombe owner and finished the Luscombe delivery. After which we topped off the Piper, made a toilet break,
and began our return to the Dallas area. The fuel receipt reports being fueled at 17:30. I'm not sure how long after fueling we departed but it was becoming
dark.

During the trip, both up and on return, we tracked our progress and monitored fuel consumption and wind speed. We found the wind to be not quite as high
as forecast in the morning's DUATS briefing, however, before reaching Branson, we stopped at AOV for a toilet break, and before departing, checked
remaining fuel. We proceeded direct from AOV to PLK.

On approach to Branson, the engine stopped, and could not be restarted. We headed toward a chain of light marking a road, but decided it was too winding a
road. We then saw a straight line of lights and went for it. It was the bridge over the lake. When we neared the bridge, we saw that it was a girder type
bridge. At that point we decided to make a quick 90 degree turn to land in the water, which we did safely. Time of the landing on the the lake was 19:49 as
reported by the 911 call made by a witness.

On the final approach over the water, the plane was slowed as much as possible. The plane was then stalled just above the surface when it dropped into the
water. This action prevented the Piper from flipping over in the water. We immediately released the seat belts, unlatched, pushed the door open and exited
the Piper. We swam to shore, climbed out of the water and started walking towards a car with its lights on that we saw a few hundred yards away. There we
met a man and his two children. He had seen the airplane gliding to its landing and had called 911. He then drove us to a nearby convenience store to meet
the ambulance.

At the convenience store, we began removing wet clothes. We finished removing wet clothing in the ambulance. The emergency personnel gave us blankets
and heat packs to warm up with while they checked and monitored vitals.

None



None

01/15/2014
Richard F Tallini
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