
Important Color ado Mountain Flying Safe ty Information 
ch rt ~ general av1atron :ilngl f r 5orne older 

The performance a s or . es and alrpor e and light twm <urcraft are to be utiliZed With caution . Performance charts o w airfrarne. 
aircraft do not extend to the altrtud elevations found rn the Rocky Mountains The chart figures are derived With a ne blties of 
new engine and with 8 test pil~t at the controls It 1s reasonable that some buffers need to be applied to arrive at the real world capa 1 1 

any aircraft which IS operated 1n the h1gh country 

The folloWing Information Is to provide guideltles fo . . h d landing phases of 
. Th the guidelines used by flighl rnst r safe flymg 1n the hrgh country dunng the takeoff, enroute, ap~roac an 

flight. ese are f\Jctors and pilots with many years of safe mountam flying expenence. 

THE DON'TS OF MOUNTAIN FLYING 

LIGHT TWIN AJBCMfT le ..... 
• Do not attempt nl!lhl night operatJons. unless on a smg e . ..,.. .e llle a"crafliS capable of 

ma;nlalntng at1Nst16000 feel MSL. 
• Do not attempiiFR operations unless a current and qua:::'~ Perso'l Crew IS on board 

and they have famd~anly wllh the obslructiOn departure !!nation approach and tand1ng 
procedures 

SINGbE £NG!NE AJBCMfT __ .-...-wJs 
• Do not altampl night operations - EXTREMELY fNU'IU5"-

• Do 1101 attemptiFR operatiOnS 
SINGL£ OR UGHJ TWIN ENGINE A!RCM,fl wtl<l 
• Do 1101 anamp1 mounta111 flying if the 9000 and 12000 ~ ~re forecasr lo exceed~:zr:; 

knotS Winds aloft may be accompanied by __. ~· ,., Ill deJWn drafts exceed1ng the 
climb c:apabilily of the airCt81l 11 bllcJW .,_. the 

• Do 1101 demPI a takeoff unless the loaded~ "' FAA. certified gross 
wvlghl end the CG IS Within llm1ts .. .r leest 20oo 

• Do noc aaempt a mountain flight unlesS IN~~ A.- feet above ll}e htghesl 
lemlinandYISiblhly158l leasl15mileS l t:..t!16 v- ~!>- -s •c..-"4) 

_,..,.-.,.,.. ~ocal evacu 
N1ghl and IFR operations are bell left 10 _,_ AI oll8f ~ shou!o allQn and corporate 
c:niWS US81Q fuly capable end equipPed ...... -~ operate in day, VFR 
c:ondiliOnl If safely IS 10 pntVail 

THE DO'S OF MOUNTAIN FL'"'G 
• 0o pB!Ihe fUelloed 10 amve .r IN~ wilt!~ OOe hour fuel reserve Strong 
uosswlllds 01a dllllbled ..mft on 118 ~ d,. ftiiJ~Consulo an alternate airport 

• 0o ptan a dt!llna allrlude 10 111"-' on each -wo·-- I the sectional 

• =-over 8 plollld ~ un lhe .rcraft 10 lie "?t::~ tnagnelle course and 
make 8 mental noee d,. ca.Y8d ,...... alonll 1181 •mvement form one ridge hne 

10 anoctw may Ill r.ec11 "'in c:llmbing eow.rd lhe ~ ~ ~ anc1 zaggul9 across 
lhe ridge line you .. following may be needed 10 ramaln IDwn Updrafl along a ridge Do 
I'ICIJ 1oM 1118 of lhe delir8d pointS along lhe l8giNf1t .... 

• ~ lllltalhght plan. k.t8P allighllog and INb *'0 ••jlplrts at every oppgrtunrty Close 
lligflt plan after anWal at lhe cleltin8fJOn 

• Do have an operable El T on board 
• Do have aiUIC8ble emllgetiCy kit 10 lnc:U» a tuJ191td.,. IIJQTial mirror whtsUe and ex1ra 

• 01mg lhe IUI7IIMI: 18mW1ete t1y1ng dwlllll no....,,_ PM MDT c.folling .. appRipll8le ~ 
• Do 8111 ror acMM and 111111Nn01 tom flO FM 1 "llUnta ,., qualified ftrght 

iniCrUdOtl and...,.. Thele.....,... .... tllnciY Md tng 10 help 

ITEIIS FOR EXTRAATTENTJON II IIOUNfAIN R.YINO ...... T PREPARATION 
• Gel a~...,_ ..... lfiCUing plat NP0'1I ror '116 PfOCIOsed route Make note 
d 11e wtndl.tlft..........,-. tulface WWidl and ~S for *I en route atrportJ alld 

~ 
• Conlc.4l POH ror...,. c~ne and~ capablllllel ot... n t~cmg flown When catcu 

!Mad dimll,... .. 11aa ,_ 200....,.,., do noc dllllll 
• Atigfl ...... m.y....,.,C ~from,..,. ... 
MMC8~ ' 

rn 1t1e POH as the 

TAKEOFF b kes and 
• Taxi 1nto pos11Jon as near the departure end of the runway as pracllcal. tJold the ra 

apply full pawer Make a power check and release the brakes 
• Climb out w1th takeoff power and ltle best rate of climb lAS to at least 1000 teet above the 

departure a1rport Some situabons may requ1re takeoff power and best rate of climb lAS to 
2500feel! 

• The use or flaps for takeoff may 51gn•ficanUy reduce chmb performance. Check the POH or 
make a tocallnqu1ry 

EN ROUTE 
• Plan to cross all passes and terra1n w•th a m1nimum 1000 foot clearance. Know these eleva· 

t1ons and use the allimeter- DO NOT GUESS. . . 
• Mon1tor the rate of climb when c11mb.ng across terra.n: shuttle climb tf Mcessary 
• Cross all passes at a 45 degree angle so a tum toward lower terra1n can be accomplished w1lh 

90 to 120 degrees of rum1ng. (Escape Maneuver) 
• Reach pass cross1ng alutude (1000 feet above pass terra1n) 3 mdes before reachtng the pass 

DESCENT 
• Descents may 1ni!Oive rough a1r Be prepared to make a slow speed at maneuvenng speed 

(but no slower ltlan beSt angle of climb) 

7'"'i'le~ ~~1~:!::!;~;:~ !':!:!'::: ~~~ lif·"" 1e &dJUJtt.tg II•<- ,.. J<lu e ~., 
....-on powartHViitiJbA!ihttscee-..-m~esscrry ~ ~ ~"~--· 

APPROACH AND LANDING 
• SW<Iy the destination a rpott data before departure 
• Due to the proXJrTUI)' of terra1n or obstacles. some mounta1n airPOrts have 

• lefl hand patterns lor one runway and nght hand for the other 
• IngeniOUS descent paths 1n a valley lor a stratght m approach 
.. preferred 1and1ng and departure runways 

• When 111 doubt ask the tower, If one IS m operabon, UNICOM or another p1IOIII one IS a1rbome 
1n the VIUnrty 

• Identify the planned touchdown po1nt on the runway and go for 11 at the appropnate atrspecd 
and arrcraft conflguratJon 

• The appropnate lAS Is 1 3 times the stall speed in the confrgurat•on lor lhe wmg ExcesSIVe 
speed ts undestrable 

MOUNTAIN FLYING IN WINTER 
• Winds aloft. during wmter months, are lrequenUy too strong lor safe mountarn Rymg m general 

avlabon aircraft 
• Mounlarn top wrnds ol40 to 60 knots are not unoommon during the period from December 

though March Occastona!ly wtnd speeds greater than 80 knots may occur and oonunue for 
several days 

• Tho prudent pilot wtll check In advance to loam whether the desired services are available at 
the mounla n dest1natron atrport 

• Wnter opcmllons can be pleasant and safe when all sale operating roqutrcmonts are met 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
• Attend a mounta n !lying trntntng course whteh tndudes a ground school nnd mountain trotnlng 

II ght Such tro1ntng IS ava tablo through tho Colofado P1lots AssQCIBLI()ft IndiVIdual trn n ng 
11 olso avalablo through several highly expenenced mounln n !lying lf\S\nl(;ton; In Colorado 
Contact the Colorado Ptlots AssociatiOn (303) 367 .()670 or www eolorndoptlots org lor lurthet 
1nformatJon 




