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The performance charts for general
aircraft do not extend to the altitudes
new engine and with a test pilot at the <
any aircraft which is operated in the high cou
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flight. These are the guidelines used by flight instry

THE DON’TS OF MOUNTAIN FLYING

LIGHT TWIN AIRCRAFT ’
+ Do not attempt night fiight operalions, unless on a single engine the aircran
- maintaining at least 16000 feet MSL. . raft is capable of
| « Do not attempt IFR operations uniess a alm'ent and qua;m 'ﬂas& Person crew is on board
and they have familiarity with the obstruction depariure lination, approach and landing
procedures.
- Do not attempt night operations — EXTREMELY DANGEROUS
| - + Do not attempt IFR operations |
-
] i fying 2000 foot winds 5,
» 1 - Do not attempt mountain flying if the 9000 and 12085 ® forecast 1 exceed
knols. Winds aloft may be accompanied by severe turbulerce. ‘; h down drafis exweﬁ;%eg

climb capability of the aircraft. ) . &

+ Do ot attempt a takeoff unless the loaded aircraftis BEIWIRE the Fap coryoy oo o
weight, and the CG is within limits. : et 200,

+ Do not attempt 2 mountain flight unless the ceflings are & =2 A 000 feet above the it
lerrain and visibilty is at least 15mies  (Gok T~ I} " Ve s < Sicrva >
i j airline, medica) ¢,

Night and IFR operations are best left to commulet j 3

crews using fully capable and equipped aircraft Aﬂamerpdf shou

Cuation and corporate
¥ Operate in day, VFR

conditions if safety is to prevail. 5

THE DO’S OF MOUNTAIN FLYING

» Do plan the fuel load to arrive at the destination with 8 dllune hour fuel reserve. Sirong
P Yiversion to an alternate airport.

crosswinds or a disabled aircraft on the runway may
.Dopianawﬁnilsammdehuhmmwwd I fight. Consult the sectional

=NNed magnetie course and
Movement form one ridge line
to another may be necessary in climbing toward the pass. £180ing and zagging across
the ridge line you are following may be needed to remain I best updraft along a ridge, Do
jose site of the desired points along the segment being fown
- Always file-a flight plan, keep a flight log and make poSIGOEPOTS at overy opportunity. Close
[ 2

flight plan after arrival at the destination.

« Do have an operable ELT on board, A

- Do have @ suitable emergency kit to include a supply of walll. Signal mirror whistle and extra
clothing as appropriate. =

« During the summer, terminate flying aciivities no later than £0 PL MDT

- Do ask for advise and assistance from FBO, FAA I mountain qualified flight
instructors and pilots. These individuals will be friendly andwilling 1o heip

ITEMS FOR EXTRA ATTENTION IN MOUNTAIN FLYING FLGHT PREPARATION

«Geta mmmmmmwwnmw route. Make note
of the winds aloft. altimeter settings, surface winds and S forall en route airports and
destinations, !

« Consult POH for takeoff, climb and ceiling capabiiities of haircraft being flown When calcy-
lated climb rates are less than 200 feel/NM, do not depart.
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The following information is to provide guidelines ¢, safe flying in the high country during the takeoff, enroute, approach and landing phases of
tors and pilots with many years of safe mountain flying experience.
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buffers’ need to be applied to arrive at the real worl

TAKEOFF

+ Taxi into position as near the departure end of the runway as practical, hold the brakes and
apply full power. Make a power check and release the brakes

+ Climb out with takeoff power and the best rale of climb I1AS to at least 1000 feet above the
departure airport. Some situations may require takeoff power and best rate of climb IAS to

2500 feet!
« The use of flaps for takeoff may significantly reduce climb performance. Check the POH or

make a local inguiry.
EN ROUTE F
= Plan to cross all passes and terrain with @ minimum 1000 foot clearance. Know these eleva-

tions and use the altimeter — DO NOT GUESS. 1
- Monitor the rate of ¢limb when climbing across terrain; shuttle climb if necessary.
- Cross all passes at a 45 degree angle so a turn toward lower terrain can be accomplished with

90 to 120 degrees of turning. (Escape Maneuver)
- Reach pass crossing altitude (1000 feet above pass terrain) 3 miles before reaching the pass.

DESCENT y
+ Descents may involve rough air. Be prepared to make a slow speed at maneuvering speed

{but no slower than best angle of climb).
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APPROACH AND LANDING

» Study the destination airport data before departure.

+ Due to the proximity of terrain or cbstacles, some mountain airports have:
»left hand patterns for one runway and right hand for the other
»ingenious descent paths in a valley for a straight in approach
»preferred landing and departure runways

= When in doubt ask the tower, if one is in operation, UNICOM or another pilot if one is airborne
in the vicinity.

» |dentify the planned touchdown point on the runway and go for it at the appropniate airspeed
and aircraft configuration

= The appropriate IAS is 1.3 times the stall speed in the configuration for the wing. Excessive

speed is undesirable.

MOUNTAIN FLYING IN WINTER
= Winds aloft, during winter months, are frequently too strong for safe mountain flying in general
aviation aircrafi.
» Mountain top winds of 40 to 60 knots are nol uncommon during the period from December
though March. Occasionally wind speeds grealter than 80 knots may occur and continue for
several days
* The prudent pilot will check in advance to learn whether the desired services are available at

the mountain destination airport
* Winter operations can be pleasant and safe when all safe operating requirements are met

RECOMMENDATIONS
* Attend a mountain flying training course which includes a ground school and mountain training

flight. Such training Is avallable through the Colorado Pilots Association. Individual training
is also avallable through several highly experienced mountain flying instructors in Colorado
Contact the Colorado Pilots Association (303) 367-0670, or www.coloradopilots.org for further

information.
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