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1 October 2013 

This is an amendment to my statement that I filled out on the 30m of September at the scene of the 

accident. I thought it might have some bearing on the case. 

During the flight to KCPT I noticed that the aircraft owner was using full throttle to maintain cruise 

altitude of 2500'. I suggested that he try an RPM of 2450 which would conserve fuel and not work the 

engine as hard. Three different times the aircraft immediately dropped 300' as the throttle was reduced 

to 2450. The owner then had to go back to full power to regain the lost 300'. At the time, not being on 

the controls, I just figured he had dropped the altitude as he's a student pilot and didn't compensate by 

adjusting his airspeed. Thinking back after the accident, not only as a pilot but an A&P I don't believe 

the engine was producing sufficient power and required full power just to maintain altitude. Another 

item during run-up, on each occasion I had flown the aircraft I had to lean out the mixture and burn off 

the plugs to get the magneto to smooth out. I've done this many times over the years as a rich mixture 

will cause the plugs to foul. Now as an A&P I'm thinking it may have been oil blowing by the rings that 

was causing the plugs to foul while taxing, not a rich mixture. 

Colin S. Hudson 

- . ' ; . 




