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To:
Subject: Re: request for history AAWU icing category text info....
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:15:01 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey!!

We may be at the end of our historical knowledge point. Below is what | got back. Let me know if it helps
any.

The use of these criteria in the Area Forecast predates me (2011). | am not aware of any
documentation in its establishment or evolution of use.

Our current directives pd01008011curr.pdf has an Area Forecast with isolated moderate icing
being used.

Below is an Area Forecast issued on Dec 6, 2005 which also shows the use of moderate and
isolated mod icing. | acquired this from the lowa State website which didn't have Area Forecasts
prior to Dec 2005. | would need to seek out another source to acquire Area Forecasts prior to this.
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On Wed, Feb 19, 2025 at 3:01 PM ||| G- ot

Thank you so much! Very helpful. One follow up question... probably knew it was coming. ...
Where did the Area Forecast criteria come from then:

Isolated moderate, occasional to continuous moderate, and moderate with isolated severe
conditions (icing and turbulence) will be depicted on the graphics (previously isolated moderate
conditions were not included on the graphics). Occasional or prevailing severe conditions will
continue to be addressed in SIGMETs.

I appreciate the help!!
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Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 12:09 PM

ro: I

Subject: Re: request for history AAWU icing category text info....

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

| could have sworn | sent this to you yesterday. Here is what | got back from ARH
(see also attachments):



Yes. Prior to 2013 our icing graphics showed only airmet criteria icing
(Occasional Moderate Icing) or greater/worse. Meanwhile in the Area
Forecast, we would provide the airmet criteria icing or greater/worse and also
include where we thought there might be isolated pockets of moderate icing
possibly within a larger area of light icing. When we modernized to using
digital forecasts, we wanted the text formatter to match what we were
previously manually typing in the Area Forecast. So we added Isolated
Moderate Icing to our grids/graphics which allowed us to continue our Area
Forecast practice. The other big advantage to deriving the text from the grid
was to ensure our graphic always matched the Area Forecast and ability to
depict more details graphically.

The changes to our graphics back then were done after more than a year of
close coordination with the FAA and NWSHQ. | attached a PDF we used to
advertise the changes in addition to other means. | also attached an example
of our icing graphics from 2012. If you need more information, I'm happy to
discuss over phone/video call.

Let me know if you have any more questions or need more information.

On Tue, Feb 18, 2025 at 10:20 AM ||| GGG -
il

Yes, we spoke to— and he gave us the history of that wording saying it came direct
from the Area Forecast/ AIRMET text at the time when the graphics were ported over. I don’t

know if anyone is still around besides Nate from that timeframe or if there is/was official
documentation?

Thanks for the help!

Heading back down to Seattle today (from Nome...) for some interviews on a different case
through Friday...
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ro: I
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Interesting - you spoke to ||| rioht? Because usually, he has the
historical perspective on things.

Just b/c I'm trying to catch back up - who all did you talk to at AAWU? That might
help me figure out who to reach out to. The former AAWU MIC is now with the

FAA - might have to reach across that aisle.

On Fr1, Feb 14, 2025 at 12:20 Al\_> wrote:
il

We appreciate the time with the AAWU yesterday and today and all the helpful
information. One of the discussions was on the text legend in the icing graphic tab:

And where those categories for “isolated moderate”, etc... came from. It was




mentioned that the icing graphic just pulled this straight from the AAWU icing text
document from the Area Forecast at the time back in 2010-2013 or so. Do you know
where the NWS or Alaska region document that would contain the history behind these
categories or the guidance therein? We mentioned to the AAWU folks that we would
request this through you today.

Thanks for any help!
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