




















Statement: 31 Aug 2025 1530hrs 

James Loggins 

Cert #  

CL II Med Date: 02/10/2025 

Total Flight Hours: 2627.7 

Total PIC Hours: 2509.9 

Total Flight Hours in Rotorcraft: 2434.6 

Total Flight Hours in Robinson R44: 1186.6 

On 29 Aug 2025 at approximately 1150 hrs I departed the 4AK6 with N74435 enroute to 
Chelatna Lake Lodge. I landed at Chelatna Lake Lodge at approximately 1305 hrs. The wind was 
approximately 310 degrees at 10-15kts. I shut down and made contact with the 2 guides. We 
talked about the plan for the transport of the clients, weights and timelines. The guides called the 
clients to the aircraft and I conducted a safety briefing. At approximately 1315 hrs the guides 
loaded the first passengers and I did a final walk around of the aircraft. I made four trips to 
transport all the clients and guides to the first landing zone at vicinity N 62.51335 W 151.41940. 
We stayed at the first landing zone for approximately 1hr. The wind was @ 310-320 degrees at 
10-15kts. I had just over an hour of fuel (approximately 18 gals). The guides loaded the 
passengers for the next site, aircraft weight 2440 lbs. I did a walk around the aircraft before 
starting. I noted the wind at approximately 310 degrees 10-15 kts prior to departing to the next 
site at vicinity N 62.54243 W 151.44400 @ approximately 1512 hrs. The manifold pressure was 
about 23 in. while hovering. The next site was approximately the same elevation at almost 2 nm 
North/North West. I crossed the valley reaching about 80kts of speed. At the mouth of the bowl I 
slowed to approximately 50-60kts heading to the left side of the bowl looking for the landing 
site. As I drew close to the site the guide pointed the site out as high point to the right of a 
waterfall in the center of the bowl. I adjusted my course to cross the site at about 50-75ft 
planning on passing the point and returning. As I started to pass over the site the guide stated it 
was right in front of us on a flat plateau. I leaned forward trying to look for obstacles and slope 
indications. At that point (1515 hrs) the aircraft started to descend rapidly. I pulled up on the 
collective to arrest the descent. The full throttle light came on and we continued to descend. Prior 
to touchdown the collective was full up. Upon impact the aircraft hit flat on the skids and rolled 
on to its left side propped up on a rise of ground.  The rotor blades impacted the ground and 
stopped turning. I pulled the mixture cutoff and turned off the battery. I undid my seatbelt and the 
passenger next to me (5pt harness). The left passenger doors had spung open on impact and were 
the quickest egress from the aircraft. The passengers and I assembled forward of the aircraft and 
moved further away, approximately 100 ft to assess injuries. I did an injury assessment of the 
passengers and guide, then the guide did the same for the passengers and me. The only injuries 



noted were a small cut on the guides finger as well as small cut on my finger.  The guide made 
contact with his counterpart at the previous site to inform him and used his sat phone to call the 
owner of the lodge. I used my InReach (1518 hrs) to contact my Director of Operations (David 
Holesapple) and the owner (Sam Maxwell). Once contact had been made the guide and I did 
another health assessment to insure no concussions or other injuries, none noted. After notifying 
the lodge and company personnel, I assessed the site of the intended landing and noted the wind 
in the bowl was coming from the south at approximately 15-20 kts.  

 

 




