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A. ACCIDENT

Location: Lihue airport, Lihue, Hawaii 
Date: February 28, 2025 
Time: 1100L  
Airplane: Gippsland GA-8 N699AV  

B. WRECKAGE EXAMINATION

FAA Joewie Maldonado 
Airworthiness Safety Inspector 
Honolulu, HI 

FAA William Brode 
Airworthiness Safety Inspector 
Honolulu, HI 

C. SUMMARY

On February 28, 2025 about 1100 Hawaii-Aleutian Standard time, a Gippsland
GA-8 airplane, N699AV, was substantially damaged when it was involved in an 
accident near Lihue, Hawaii.  The pilot and four passengers were not injured, one 
passenger sustained minor injuries. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 91 air tour flight. 

The pilot reported that he made a normal approach with full flaps and landed 
on runway 21 at the Lihue Airport (LIH). While taxiing to parking he made a slow right 
turn off the runway. As the pilot straighten the airplane out of the turn on to the 
taxiway, the right landing gear leg collapsed resulting in substantial damage to the 
fuselage. 

D. DETAILS OF THE EXAMINATION

1.0 Accident Site 

Taxiway on Lihue Airport. 

2.0 Airframe Examination 

As reported N699AV suffered collapse of the right main landing gear during 
attempt to turn off taxiway post landing on 2/28/2025. Initial overall visual inspection 
of aircraft identified damage suffered during incident and from removal from taxiway. 
Inspection of the Right Main Landing gear is showing discoloration and offset grain 
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structure where it sheared indicating to our belief that corrosion had weakened the 
assembly allowing for failure. 

Figure 1 Right side of the airplane. 
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Figure 2 Damage to the right side of the fuselage 

2.1 Wings 

Figure 3 Top side of the right wing. 
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Figure 4 Top aft view of the right wing. 

Figure 5 Top aft view of the right wing. 
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2.2 Landing Gear 

The left main landing gear cover was removed, and the landing gear leg was 
cleaned and inspected to find a crack in nearly identical location of the shear/failed 
landing gear. 

Air Venture mentioned ordering new and replacing the landing gear. After 
reviewing the maintenance program and checklist for 100 hour inspections it is stated 
that access panels should be removed and the aircraft cleaned, also that when 
inspecting the landing gear the attachment points should be inspected which would 
we believe require the removal of the landing gear boot/shield and cleaning and 
inspection of the landing gear leg/strut. The interval for the 100hr for these aircraft 
appears to be roughly every two months. The level of effort required to remove the 
shields during our visit and the amount of build up of dirt and contaminants on the 
majority of the fleets landing gear seem to indicate that there may be a need for 
further investigation of how this inspection is being performed. 
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Figure 6 Fracture surface of the right landing gear. 
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Figure 7 Fracture surface of the right landing gear. 
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Figure 8 Fracture surface of the right landing gear. 
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Figure 9 View of the fracture surface of landing gear that is still attached to the airplane. 
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Figure 10 View of the left landing gear. 
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Figure 11 View of the left landing gear near the fuselage attachment point. Corrosion is visible 
in the same location as the fracture on the right-side landing gear. 
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Figure 12 View of the left landing gear near the fuselage attachment point. Corrosion is visible 
in the same location as the fracture on the right-side landing gear. 

3.0 Checklist



WRECKAGE EXAMINATION ANC25LA021
PG 15 OF 17 

Figure 13 view of the last 100-hour inspection on the accident airplane. 
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Figure 14 Checklist for the inspection on the landing gear. 



WRECKAGE EXAMINATION ANC25LA021
PG 17 OF 17 

Submitted by: 

M. Ward
AAI
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