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Summary of a phone conversation with Michael Gregg.  

He was hiking the Kalalua trail along the Na Pali Coast with a friend. They were 
used to helicopter noise as there was lots of helicopters flying over. The noise of a 
helicopter didn’t draw their attention.  They were standing at a point that looks out at 
the water and you can see the entire coastline before the trail turns into the valley. 
They stopped at this point to take some pictures. He remembers there was a “really 
big gust of wind.” He had set his backpack down and the wind moved his backpack 
around. After the big gust of wind, they heard a very loud boom. They looked towards 
the noise and spotted a helicopter in free fall. All noise (helicopter noise) had 
stopped. The helicopter fell straight down in two parts. It looked like the tail section 
was detached. It went fast, 3 to 4 seconds. The impact made a loud, big splash. They 
watched for a while, never saw anyone come up to the surface. They met some other 
hikers later along the trail that described the noise they heard as whoop whoop 
boom.  

Did not see any flames or fire.   
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Summary of a phone conversation with Miles Johansen.  

He was hiking the Kalalua trail along the Na Pali Coast with a friend. They had 
stopped at an outlook that looks out at the water and was a beautiful place to take 
pictures.  They heard a loud bang. They spotted the helicopter falling in two sections, 
the main body and what looked like the tail.  This all happened right after a “huge, 
huge gust of wind” He remembers the gust of wind was strong enough to blow Mike’s 
50-pound backpack off a rock. The helicopter fell straight down.  The crash happened 
at exactly 105. They called it in at 120, first rescue showed up around 135. One tour 
helicopter flew past about 5 to 10 minutes after the event.  
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Seth Cossel conducted interviews with the pilots that were flying in the area of 
where the accident occurred. Seth stated overall it does sound like a pretty windy day, 
near the limits of when the R44 pilots might start turning flights down. I might reach 
out to Mauna Loa, who fly mostly R44’s, just to see what their thoughts were that day, 
even though I don’t think they were flying near the time of the accident.  

Seth provided the following pilot interview summaries 

 Max Shumway a pilot for Airborne, he flew over accident site appx 1245 HST. 
The back of the Na Pali felt fairly normal that day, guess the winds at 20-25 kts with a 
couple bumps. Did not think anything was abnormal that day. Does not recall hearing 
any radio calls from the accident helicopter. 

Alexander Fairbanks a pilot for Sunshine he flew over accident site appx 1320 
HST. Pretty windy, felt some gusts that shook the aircraft pretty good, estimates 20-30 
kts, did feel some downdrafts and updrafts along the Na Pali, did feel a little low g 
light in the seat that day a couple times, has felt worse wind out there but this was 
pretty close to it. Tried to stay high and away from the cliffs to reduce the turbulence. 
Does not recall feeling any singular sudden gust of wind that was greater than the 
rest, just constantly bumpy and uncomfortable. Did not hear any calls from the 
accident helicopter. 
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Felipe Victoria a pilot for Aloha same company as accident pilot. He flew over 
accident site appx 1340 HST. Definitely windy that day, pretty constant wind estimate 
25kts gusts to 30-35. Have felt worse but this was close to the borderline. Does not 
recall feeling any singular sudden gust, was more constantly gusty and 
uncomfortable. During a break between the morning flights he called Guy (accident 
pilot) to ask if he was going up for his afternoon flights (Guy was on lunch break), Guy 
said he was and this helped Felipe inform his decision to keep flying that day. It was 
Guys next flight after lunch that was the accident flight (schedule is 3 am flights – 
lunch break – 3 afternoon flights). 

Felipe has flown in the accident helicopter in the prior couple weeks. Did not 
recall anything unusual, no issues during pre-flights or in-flight. Said there was a little 
hydraulic residue near the MR Gearbox but not too unusual and the reservoir never 
indicated a loss of hydraulic fluid. When asked about checking the tail cone attaching 
points, Felipe said he visually and physically checks them on his preflight and never 
noticed any problems on the accident helicopter.  




