Witness Statement

At about 1940 hours on 6/26/2022 I was departing Clear Helibase exit in route to the ICP. As the
call came across the radio I was at the Clear Helibase entrance and could see black smoke. 1
arrived on scene roughly a minute later. The helicopter was on the tarmac fully engulfed in
flames. The HECMs were attempting to suppress with extinguishers on hand. As the secondary
explosions begin I and another HECM determined current suppression efforts and any attempt to
reach the pilot with resources on hand posed to great of a risk to personnel on scene. We ceased
suppression and evacuated to a safe distance. About 4 minutes later an Anderson FD Enginge
arrived.

I had assured there were no one in need of medical aftention and 1 assisted the AFD engine with
the attack line. Suppression was limited due to water spreading the fuel on the tarmac however
the majority of the fire was knocked down other engines started to arrive. I moved to assist with
scene preservation and control to allow clear access for incoming fire units. As more resources
started to arrive. I was contacted by the MEDL and gave an intial verbal report and was advised
of two incoming fire medics that would relieve me temporarily to return to ICP. When they
arrived I briefed them on the current situation and reported back the ICP were I spoke with the
MEDL in person.

I returned to the scene with meals and relieved the other two medics. 1 followed up with the
HECMs on scene to determine and assist with mental wellness. I remained on scene untill
suppression efforts were complete and all resources were clear of scene. I then assisted with
shuttling the HECMs back to the ICP. It is my assessment that the pilot likely died on impact and
that the HECMs and the helicopter mechanic are and were uninjured but in need of mental well-
being care and follow up.

< ZJarrod Macneil
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

David B Banning
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator
Alaskan Region

Date: June 27, 2022

Person Contacted: Doug Buzga
Location: Telephone

NTSB Accident Number: ANC22FA047

Narrative:

On June 26, 2022, about 1938 Alaska daylight time, a Bell UH1B helicopter, N9970F was
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Anderson, Alaska. The pilot and sole
occupant was fatally injured. The helicopter was operated by Northern Pioneer
Helicopters LLC as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 133 flight.

Mr. Buzga was a helicopter pilot and had accumulated about 5,000 hrs of flight time. He
was at the airport in Clear, AK, observed the accident and stated the following:

He observed the helicopter takeoff and stated that everything appeared normal. The
long line hook was about 15— 30 ft off the ground. The helicopter appeared stable in
normal flight when he heard a loud bang or pop and the helicopter appeared to buck.
Subsequently, the helicopter made a quartering right turn as the nose pitched down. The
helicopter impacted the airport’s ramp area and erupted into a fireball.

He stated that the pop or bang did not sound like a compressor stall, and he did not
believe it emanated from the engine; however, it did sound very mechanical. He didn't
observe the helicopter yaw or spin and there was no inflight fire.

He observed the accident pilot working the controls as the helicopter descended and
immediately before impact. - END
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