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Narrative:  

 

The following is a summary of a conversations and emails that occurred with the Federal 

Aviation Administration Inspector assigned to the accident:  

 

• A witness who may have seen the accident gyroplane flying said that the aircraft came up 

from the South and flew around Whitewater, KS. It then left their field of view flying in a 

southeast direction. According to the witness the engine sounded fine. The aircraft 

appeared to be flying well above the tree lines at a slight nose up configuration. The 

witness was a mile and a half south of the Whitewater, KS cemetery putting up a deer 

stand. The witness did not see the aircraft go down; they called the KHP after hearing 

about the accident on the news. 

• The gyroplane crashed while flying in a south-southeast direction. 

• The pilot’s truck was left at the takeoff location as if he intended to retrieve it and go 

home later that day, additionally there was about 10 gallons of fuel on the trailer in gas 

cans. 

• The landowner where the gyroplane crashed reported that, the gyroplane was not fully on 

fire when he initially arrived at the crash and that it appeared the pilot was slumped over 

the controls. 

• He went to the salvage yard and met with Christine Toevs who is known in the area as a 

local expert on gyroplanes. With her help, he looked over the wreckage and determined 

that: 

o Flight control continuity appeared to be complete. 

o They checked rudder cable connections to the pedals and despite the damage 

sustained during impact all connection ends appeared to be intact. 

o They checked throttle connections from the throttle to the carburetors and all 

appeared to be intact, carburetors were both in idle… she thought this was normal 

considering the nose down impact of the aircraft.  






