








































































































RECORD OF CONVERSATION Page 1 of 1

RECORD OF CONVERSATION

David B Banning
Senior Aircraft Accident Investigator
Alaskan Region

Date: July 24, 2019
Person Contacted: Minor Child
Location: Anchorage, Alaska
NTSB Accident Number: ANC19FA035

Narrative:

A minor child was seated in the right front seat located of a Rust’s Flying Service, float-
equipped, de Havilland DHC-2 airplane that impacted the water shortly after takeoff from Tatku 
Bay near Homer, Alaska. During a hospital room interview on July 22, with an adult 
representative present the minor child stated the following:

He stated that prior to departure, they were asked to remove their headsets, due to an inoperable 
airplane intercom, so the pilot could provide a safety briefing. He said the pilot provided a brief 
“10 second” safety briefing that was difficult to hear, due to the airplane’s engine noise. In 
addition, the pilot informed them that it was going to be “choppy” and if the water was too 
rough, he would stop the takeoff and select another location to depart from. He said during the 
takeoff the airplane hit a wave and flipped over on its right side and water immediately entered 
the airplane’s cabin. He exited the airplane through the broken plexiglass right-side windscreen. 
He stated that there was nothing wrong with the airplane, and he did not hear any unusual 
sounds; however, it was “bumpy”.

END
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

David B Banning
Senior Aircraft Accident Investigator
Alaskan Region

Date: July 24, 2019
Person Contacted: Trooper Kumfer
Location: Telephone 
NTSB Accident Number: ANC19FA035

Narrative:

During a telephone conversation conducted on July 24, Trooper Kumfer stated the following:

Trooper Kumfer responded in the Augustine patrol vessel, to the scene of an aircraft accident 
near Tatku Bay Lodge that involved a Rust’s Flying Service, float-equipped, de Havilland DHC-
2 airplane. 

Trooper Kumfer described the conditions at the accident site as seas less than 1 ft with a long 
swell length, variable wind at less than 10 knots, a high cloud ceiling and sunny skies. 

He said that during a hospital room interview - the pilot stated that he was taking off parallel to 
the swells. During the takeoff run he impacted a swell became airborne, the left broke and the 
airplane cartwheeled.  

END
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

David B Banning
Senior Aircraft Accident Investigator
Alaskan Region

Date: July 20, 2019
Person Contacted: Ms. Mandy Dixon
Location: Homer, Alaska
NTSB Accident Number: ANC19FA035

Narrative:

Ms. Mandy Dixon was present at the dock when the Alaska State Trooper patrol boat, the 
Augustine arrived in Homer, Alaska with the pilot and passengers from a Rust’s Flying Service, 
float-equipped, de Havilland DHC-2 airplane that impacted the water shortly after takeoff from 
Tatku Bay near Homer, Alaska. During a conversation in Homer, Ms. Dixon stated the 
following:

She was notified of an airplane accident by her father Mr. Carl Dixon at Tatku Bay. The 
occupants from the airplane were being transported to Homer via boat and her father asked her to 
meet the boat and provide support. She stated that when the boat arrived, she introduced herself 
to the pilot who was emotionally distraught. She asked him what happened and if it was on 
takeoff, he said “yes” and responded that “he thought a wave hit the left float”. 

END
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

David B Banning
Senior Aircraft Accident Investigator
Alaskan Region

Date: July 24, 2019
Person Contacted: Mr. Brad Mahood
Location: Telephone
NTSB Accident Number: ANC19FA035

Narrative:

During a telephone conversation conducted on July 24, Mr. Mahood stated the following:

Mr. Mahood was located at a cabin that was directly across from the accident site that involved a 
Rust’s Flying Service, float-equipped, de Havilland DHC-2 airplane. The cabin was outfitted 
with a large picture window and Mr. Mayhood was standing at the window when he observed 
the accident sequence. 

He observed the airplane as it accelerated on the water for takeoff and stated that the engine 
sounded normal. He said the airplane accelerated slowly and seemed to struggle into the air. The 
airplane climbed to an altitude of about 50 -100 ft and level off briefly, prior to beginning a 
gradual descent. He said the airplane was airborne for about 200 yards, before the left float 
impacted the water and the airplane cartwheeled to the left and came to rest inverted. He dialed 
911 and jumped in a rubber raft, so he could access the skiff to render aid. On his way to the 
accident site, he observed two additional skiffs responding to the scene, one from Homer and one 
from Tatku Bay Lodge, he arrived about 2 minutes after the Tatku Bay Lodge skiff and assisted 
with the rescue. He described the conditions as seas less than 1 ft and said it was not windy. 

END




