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63:16:00 N 143:40:00 W

08/23/2011 9:20

AST

✔ ✔

Maule
M-5 210c

6058C
62019 ✔

2,300
2,217

18.1 ✔

4

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔✔

✔ ✔

✔

Emergency Beacon Corp
EBC 102a

UK
NICAD May 2013

McCauley
d2a34c67-n✔

305483,315210

✔

09/13/1974351144 IO-360-DContinental

✔

✔

05/21/2011

3,315

✔

✔ On Board Extinguisher --handheld
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Damage to left wing, Rear left wing strut, both landing gear, and propeller.
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An emergency evacuation was discussed prior to flight. After making sure both pilot and passenger were okay, the pilot exited from the pilot's, left, side of the
aircraft and the passenger exited from the right side of the aircraft. We met at the tail and confirmed our safety before returning to the aircraft for emergency
gear and camping equipment.
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Chet Harris and a passenger, Dan Bailey, departed Merrill Field, PAMR, on August 23, 2011 on the way to a remote landing site in the White Creek drainage
of the Eastern Alaska range. Weather was checked via the internet using the NOAA's Alaska Aviation weather unit and the FAA wether cameras. Once past
Sheep Mountain, Chet was able to take a direct flight to White creek, which is approximately 20 miles on a 220 degree bearing from Tok airport, PFTO.

They arrived at White Creek at approximately 9:15 p.m.. This was a landing site that the pilot had landed multiple times the week before. The off airport
landing was on a tundra and gravel ridge at 5000' mean sea level. It is a one way in one way out strip of about 600' in length. It is one way in and one way
out due to the need to land up hill and take-off down hill. The landing area has approximately an 8 degree slope. Chet over flew the runway environment at
about five hundred feet above ground level. Not seeing anything out of the ordinary, he set up to land by entering a left down wind to the south. When he
lined up on final for a landing to the north, he did not immediately identify the desired landing spot.

Thinking that a better approach was in order, Chet initiated a go-around. After adding full power and lowering the nose, it became apparent that there was
not a sufficient rate of climb to clear highest terrain on the landing area. This lack of climb was in part due to a slight tailwind. In an attempt to gain more
airspeed and establish a more robust climb, Chet sought lowering terrain on the east side of the ridge. This lowering terrain was in a creek canyon that was
oriented north/south. The creek veered to the west and offered terrain marginally lower than the landing spot. Chet followed the creek to the west, at this
point there seemed to be even less of a climb perhaps a slight leeward downdraft was encountered. Realizing that he had not gained sufficient energy to
clear the highest terrain in this creek canyon, Chet had to make the decision to land in the most suitable place available. He picked a flat spot in the creek
bed, just north of the landing area. It was quite rough, but also the best option.

Because the landing area was quite rough, The aircraft sustained damage to both landing gear, the propeller, and the left wing.

Altitude, pressure altitude, and wind were contributing factors.

This accident could have been prevented had Chet taken corrective action at a number of points. First, Chet took for granted the difficult nature of landing
this ridge-top strip, because he was familiar with it. This accident serves as a reminder to Chet that no landing should be taken for granted. In many ways
this accident chain began because the pilot did not have the proper attitude. Each landing deserves the utmost attention and respect. Second, Chet did not
check the wind speed. Because he flew an upwind, crosswind, and downwind leg, he knew the wind was not very strong. Still, he did not note and take into
account the slight tailwind landing. The simplest single thing Chet cold have done to prevent an accident was go around earlier. The accident could also
have been prevented, if Chet had realized that it was too late to go around and just landed with a less that ideal approach.
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